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(Official Report of iho Elovonth Soction.) 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935« 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
^he 12th August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon^ble Sir Mthammad Azi/ul Haque, fi.i.E., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon ’hie Ministers and 2()J members. 

Obituary Reference. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, with your leave and the 
leave of the House, I beg to move a resolution on the gad demise of 
Rabindra Nath Tagore. Tt reads as follows: — 

“This Assembly records its deep sense of grief at the passing away 
of Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore. Not only Bengal or India but the world 
itself has suffered an irreparable loss by the death of this noble son of 
Bengal whose contribution to civilisation and the quality of whose 
genius had earned both for himself and his country an honoured place 
in the comity of nations. As a poet, be provided joy, solace and inspira- 
tion to millions and as a humanitarian he earned the love of all 
mankind. This House conveys its ])rofoundest sympathy to his 
son Mr. Rathindra Nath Tagore and his relatives and mourns with the 
rest of India the loss of the Great departed.” 

Sir, it is not an easy task to pay a tribute in words to the memory of 
Rabindra Nath Tagore. During the past few days men and women all 
over the world have tried to pay their tributes of love, homage ^ind 
respect to the memory of the great departed and one cannot but at once 
see the versatility and the personality of Rabindra Nath when be finds 
that people in distant parts of the world have had something to say, 
something to emphasise, the points that stand out prominently in the 
character of Rabindra Nath. Speaking as a Bengalee, belonging to 



OBITUARY REFERENCE. [12th August, 


the province which gave Rabindra Nath birth, speaking the veiy 
language which Rabindra Nath ijpoke, it is impossible to lose sight oi/ 
the fact that the great man who earned for the Bengali literature one 
of the highest positions in the languages and literatures of the worfd' 
is no more with us, and that all that now lives are his works enshrined 
not merely in books btit in the hearts of millions of his countrymen. 
Sir, I am reminded at the present moment of those beautiful lines of 
Tennyson referring to the death of his friend whom he has immprtalised 
in his “In Memoriain”. We can truly say with the great poet that 
“we feel it almost half a sin to put in words the grief we feel, for words 
like nature half reveal and half conceal the sorrow within”. It is 
impossible to try and exhaust the tribute and eulogy which can be 
fittingly paid to Rabindra Nath. It is not enough to say that he was 
great. He was great as a poet; he was great as a philosopher; he was 
great as an educationist ; he was great as a humanitarian ; he was great 
in his songs and the whole wwld knows that he could not merely write . 
poetry and speak poetry but he lived poetry throughout his life. He 
has actually made it a problem with us. His realities of life are 
realities when poetry itself is a reality and when all is said and done 
we feel as Bengalees that we never knew when he was with us what he 
was not merely to Bengal, not merely to the whole of India, hut to the 
whole of cultured humanity all over the world. I leave it to others who 
can do it better to say what we all feel on this side of the House and I 
hope that the few words which I have been privileged to speak on this 
occasion will be taken to be indicative of our deep sense of .sorrow not 
as individuals, not as members of a community but as members of the 
great Bengalee race who are ])roud to-day that we had in our midst one 
like Rabindra Nath to whom the wliole world, whether he was alive or 
whether as now he was not alive, the whole of the cultured humanity 
readily pays homage. 

Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8ARAT DHANDRA BOSE: Mr Speaker, it is my mournful 
duty to associate myself wdth the resolution which has been placed before 
you by the Hon’ble the licader of the House. Sir, I feel that to attempt 
to 8j)eak on the life and work of Rabindra Nath Tagore would be a 
stroke of temerity. To attempt to apprai.se his worth would be to push 
temerity still further, specially when his ashes have hardly grown cold. 

Sir, I have listened to the tribute which was paid to his memory by 
the*Hon^ble the I^eader of the House and I shall only add, attempt to 
add, a few words of my own, not because I consider it necessary but 
because, it is the accepted tradition in these matters to .say a few words. 

We are proud, Sir, that Rabindra Nath was a Bengali. We are 
prouder still that all India claimed him as her own. We are infinitely 
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prouder that the whole world claimed him as her own. I had ^le good 
f(irtune of seeing him for a couple of days at Santiniketan only a few 
mojiths ago, and every moment I saw him I felt that he was living in 
an atmosphere serene with the stillness of the Heavens and fragrant 
^with the breath of the gods. Sir, ‘Rabindranath was a Bengali. I 
have already said, we are proud that he l)elonged to Bengal, and in 
this connection may I repeat what I had occasion to say a few days ago : 
‘^Through him the voice and spirit of Bengal spoke to the wide world; 
and the coming ages will recognise him as the Prophet from Bengal; 
through him Bengal’s soul rose to the sublime heights of universalism”. 

I desire to add one word more. The more one saw Rabindranath 
and the more one met him, the more one realised the depth and intensity 
of his love for his country. Since 1905, he had taken a most active 
part in the freedom movement in India. And \^;ho does not know to-day 
that Bengal and India are singing the songs which he composed from 
1905 onwards. If Rabindranath was great as a patriot, he was greater 
as an internationalist ; amidst the clash of ideals he dreamt the dream of 
a freer world ; lie dreamt the dream of the Parliament of man, *the 
federation of the world. And no greater respect can be ])aid to his 
memory than if we, each and all of us, not only those who have 
assembled in this room but peojde outside this room in this country — 
in the rest of this world — were able to contribute our share to the creation 
of the Parliament of man, the Federation of the World of which he 
dreamt. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the party 
I have the honour to lead I associate myself fully with the sentiments 
expressed by the Hon’ble Cliief Minister and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Sir, this is not the time nor the place nor am I competent to appraise 
the value of Rabindranath’s contribution to the world of thought and 
literature. But undoubtedly he was the greatest lyric poet of his age 
and perhaps of all ages. Human moods, human longings, love, sorrow, 
joy, ecstasy, heart-ache in all its variations never found more exquisite 
expression as in his jioems. But he was more. He was a great philo- 
sopher, a great composer of songs, a great patriot without the narrow 
bitterness of nationalism — a seer and what is not so generally known — 
one of that rare combination — a practical visionary. Look at the work 
done in Sriniketan. 

But not merely that also. Once in a thousand years comes a man 
through whom an entire nation expresses itself. Such was Vyasa and 
Valmiki in ancient India, such was Homer in Greece, Virgil in Rome, 
Dante in Catholic Italy and in modern times Goethe in Germany and 
Tolstoy in Russia. And such was Rabindranath in India. India 
expressed her dreams and aspirations, her ancient wisdom and modern 
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questio^ng, her oontemplatiye stiliness and urge towards dynamism 
through him in a way at once sublime and beautiful — for he was nothi]^ 
if not a supreme creator of beauty which for him also meant trUth. ^ 

Mr. Speaker, for half a century land more he has given us out of his^ 
inexbaiistive store — poetry and music, drama and novels, essays and 
criticism — art in all forms. He was more than a person. The Gurudev 
of India was an institution. And now that he is gone, it is difficult for 
us who have grown under the influence of his radiant and divine person- 
ality — even to imagine that he is not with us. It has been well said that 
it almost seems as if the Himalayas have ceased to stand as the measur- 
ing rod of the earth extending from the East to the West or as if the 
very Ganges which has given life and beauty to India — given food to 
the hungry and water to the thirsty has suddenly ceased to flow. 

Sir, it is a matter of^great and special pride to us that Rabindranath 
though a world citizen belonging to all countries and all times was also 
a Bengalee. It would not be human if we Bengalees did not feel this 
— at least on this day of our sorrow. Who does not know that the soft 
sky of Bengal is softer, the green of the groves and meadows 
of Bengal more green — the sunlight of Bengal’s sky more 
golden, the moonlight more silvery, the south-wind more w’istful, the 
waters of Bengal’s rivers sweeter because the great wizard has cast his 
magic spell over them. He is gone but the spell will be there unbroken 
and eternal and he will be among the greatest of the immortals as long 
as men are moved by beauty. 

We who have been ])rivileged beyond measure to have seen him, 
to have known him, to have heard his great langm^ge to-day send him 
our prandin in deepest thankfulness on our behalf and on behalf of the 
unborn generations. 

Mr. M. aHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, but for the 
tradition in vogue here, I would not have ventured to speak on this 
solemn occasion. Sir, it is impossible for any one, especially a Bengali, 
to describe at this time the many-sided attributes and qualities that 
Rabindranath jmssessed ; and T do not want to describe them. As 
everybody knows, Rabindranath belonged to a rich zamindar family of 
Bengal. 

Sir, what has Rabindranath done for Bengal and India, and for the 
whole world? First of all, he has revolutionized the Bengali literature : 
we have heard of politicians, we have heard of other people w’ho being 
in positions of authority have revolutionized the language and litera- 
ture of their countries: but here what do we find? — we find that 
Rabindranath has not only revolutionized the Bengali literature but he 
also founded the ^harnfl which will shine out as a lasting gift 

that he had bequeathed to his people— itnd not only to his people hut 
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ta tbe whole world. This great institution will show what Babindra- 
aath truly was. As Mr. Bose and I have already stated, Sir,*I do not 
wjnt to dilate on the many-sided activities of Rabindranath for, 
especially at this time, it is impossible to describe his many-sided 
‘ qualities. Sir, as Bengalis, we feel proud that Rabindranath has not 
only raised the position of our language in the estimation oi the whole 
world, but has also established before the world that we, the Bengalis, 
are an intellectually advanced race. 

Sir, death has certainly snat<‘hed Dr. Rabindranath away from us, 
but though he is separated from us, the legacy that he has left behind 
will live for generations and Rabindranath will never die. Men may 
die: we may burn them as we like or we may bury them, but the works 
that they do and the actions that they leave behind them — those will 
be the criteria by which men are to be judged. So, Rabindranath has 
^left behind him a legacy not only for this generation, not only for this 
land but for generations to come and for the whole world. 

Sir, with these words I sii])port the resolution that has been moved 
by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. 


Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL : eWf?, rnl?, ’iftar- 

’rrftpitc't 'JTtsr citcsr i 

'srmi 'arWOT ^ nmi, m 'T:cs^s '«iu i w irff ^i^pr 
»imi, ijT't 

?r%ol 'S TC'S'f TO <5^1 

'SttTO 1 '3 trofC’T 'JfTtil (-fH '3 TO? 'iS? TO, 

TOf? mTO I TO ^'3!^ 

TO Sfertflisr ’F«I1 ?rf%TO I ’SJ ?t;5TtrTO TOT, 

«1TO?^ c? 'srftfl's 'jTOt? g'«ffTO=r vRr«f 

nfvtftTO TO TO 0:it TOfe '3CTO TO? «RJ'?pr‘f 

^TO, ilTO TOpi!, %■(? TO^ ft-nfr? TO3T ?f?ftrTO , 

?1TO fr?tr? tprir?? toc?? jitoTO ^ 

?ti I TO ^ ferfro tot, ^Irort^s ’p't 

Prm?? TOT — mfirs^i^tcTO to? ctIto 

'llTf? Knighthood tTSTt^fTl^ ?rfTOl CTTOtlW TOT 

'5tTO?t^t ^'4'Si'iiH 

nfro ^fro? i 'ii?( totI^ ?i «fTO?t’?ts to? 

^t'SlTO n5»5TOI To ?f«TO "tfw I TKgfTO? ?|tar 

TOCTO TO Cjt TOSt?. TO^ ?fIto 1 TO TO% TOTI I ?ftaPlW 
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c^, ^ ■'iCTr 

'^14^1 j fb^^H vsl^VMl'^ 

wi^ c^ c^ 

^#Tt? *ff^ ¥fwt%5pT I ^ tr<t^ ^ ^rr^lYJr a ^ 

^fif^rti:^ ^5tTi ^tw?rc«t op^* t^us 

cw tpFW 'Q '^?FUfr<5i g%BKr<^ g1% ^stwot 

'®Tmf?r^ ’TTOT'r^ 


Mfi Wi Cl WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, this group wishes to be 
associated with the resolution and offers its sympathy to a bereaved 
family and a bereaved people. Many of us must have come to think of 
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore as a permanent splendour in our surroundings 
and now' that that fine presence has vanished we feel like men from 
before w'hose eyes some great, noble and familiar tree has suddenly gone* 
leaving a gap that disturbs the mind. The eye will in time adjust itself 
to the change of scene but so long as there are men who know what 
things were before, there will alw'ays be regret and a sense of loss. 

BengaFs loss, India’s loss is very great to-day, but let us think of 
what of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore remains. Of him may be used the 
words “He came among men that men might have life more 
abundantly”. His gifts W'ere abundant, he bore them abundantly so 
that they flowed over his own people and overflow^ed for the good of 
other peoples. 

He was great — many-sided in his greatness as few^ are many-sided. 
He w^as happily constituted in that w'isdom, the perception, the ])ro- 
foundity, the harmony, the music in his nature he could giAe form to in 
many domains. Poet, writer of great fiction, w'riter of songs and h>Tnn8, 
maker of music, commentator on things human and divine, j)ainter, 
philosopher, these are only a few of the spheres in which he achieved 
greatness. He has enriched his country’s thought and feeling and a 
student of language, if not a Bengalee, knows how' he has enriched the 
language of his own people. He has made his impression on the 
world’s literature and the w'orld’s thinking about certain things and 
altogether he has given men that precious boon, the capacity for a 
greater undertsanding of their own experiences. 

I 

What he has left behind is a great heritage to more than India. 
For many generations here his poems will be treasured, his prose 
enjoyed, his songs sung and some of us hope that some day bis fine 
thoughts and visions for education and for the betterment of the poor 
will be as pervasive as his songs and his melodies are to-day. 
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This is a little of what this group would like to say. If is said, 
.''With sorrow for a great man’s passing, with joy for wiat he has done 
arfd what he has left.” 

The mortal part of him has lived its day but the greater part remains' 
for long to come, perhaps for ever. His spirit, his wisdom, his 
•humanity, his fine courage, his love for all these things will not soon 
be forgoiten. It is a legacy that each of us, whatever our race, mfiy 
possess to the full without taking away anything from anyone else. 

Maharajakumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on 
behalf of the Nationalist Party, I have the honour to associate myself 
with the resolution moved by the Hon'ble Leader of the House. Many 
tributes of love, homage and devotion have been paid to the memory 
of Rabindra Nath Tagore and there is very little that a humble person 
dike myself could add to what has already been said about him, because 
on an occasion like this words cannot adequately express the sentiments 
that one feels. 

Sir, Rabindra Nath can never die, for he will always remain 
enshrined in the hearts of us all by bis poems, his songs and his works. 
Death can never rob such a man from us. 

Sir, with these few words, I join with all the other members of 
this House in paying my humble tribute of respect and reverence to 
the revered memory of the late Rabindra Nath Tagore. 

Mfi ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, on behalf of my party, I beg 
to associate myself with what has been said by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister and the other leaders in the House. 

Si]’, the death ot Rabindra Nath has created a void which will 
never be filled up for thousand years to come. It is a loss not only to 
Bengal but to India and the whole world. The whole world mourns 
this loss to-day. Sir, he was not only a "great poet but a great philoso- 
pher, a political thinker, a patriot and a great humanitarian and 
by his death the world suffers a loss which is irreparable. 

Sir, we are proud that Rabindra Nath was a Bengalee; we are proud 
that the world mourns his loss. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to pay my humble tribute to the 
death of the great deceased. 

I 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, I desire to associate myself with 
all that has been said about the Maharshi of our day. We mourn his 
loss; nut only we in Bengal but the rest of India and the whole world. 
This great son of Bengal wrote soul-stirring poems which are admired 
by men throughout the world. He was a great educationist and an 
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embodiment of bis system and methods of education stands in Bengal 
to-day at Santiniketan. Sir, he was a great philosopher, a great 
thinker, and above all a man who Ipved his fellow beings. His genitts, 
•Sir, was versatile. He was a great artist also and had an international 
repute, — a man of high ideals, lofty in achievements, and in manners 
serene, and gracious. Throughout his life he preached the gospel of 
loye and hope. He devoted himself to the service of mankind^ and has 
left to us an imperishable inheritance both in his writings and in his 
life. His spirit. Sir, still lives with us and will guide India in her 
march towards her glorious destiny giving her a place amongst the 
nations of the world. 

Sir, there is another aspect wdiich we ought not to forget. With 
this great sorrow is also mingled a leading note of triumph and of 
joy. Bengal is proud of the fact that this bright spirit took its birth 
in Bengal. He was a son of Bengal and, as such, he enriched not only 
the language but the life of Bengal and gave Bengal a name and a 
place among the nations of the world. When he had accomplished his 
mission; and had finished the work w^hich he came to do, he departed 
this life in calmness and in peace. He went forth by the ancient path — 
the path of the fathers of old — in fulness of years and in midday 
splendour and entered the realms of love and light from which abode 
there is no returning. This, Sir, is a matter of great joy and deep 
thankfulness for us all. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, before I place the resolu- 
tion for your acceptance, may I add my own humble tribute to the 
memory of Rabindra Nath Tagore and express my deep sorrow at the 
death of this renowned poet? We are still too near the sad occasion 
to give expression to what we feel within ourselves or to make a human 
appraisement of the character and teachings of a man like Rabindra 
Nath Tagore. For over half a century and more he has not merely 
lived in this province or with this country, but with the whole world. 
An embodiment of the deepest and intense national feelings, he has 
kept himself in the forefront of the ideals which may be called inter- 
national, and I believe I am giving expression to the feelings of all 
when I say that by his death culture and humanity are poorer to-day. 
It is not necessary for me to refer to his contributions to the literature 
either of this province or the literature of the world, but one thing 
which I want to say is that in his literature he has made us feel proud 
of our province, proud of our heritage, proud of our surroundings. I 
l>elieve there are many in this hall acquainted with the rural and 
pastoral life of Bengal and constantly reminded of the vivid descrip- 
tion of the poet. The red path of Birbhum drew out a song from 
him which is sung throughout Bengal and the streams and rivers of 
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this province have also drawn out a patriotic picture in his liilrature. 
H 0 was a man who walked with Kings and yet never felt out of touch 
with the commoner. All I need say at the conclusion of the proceed- 
ings of to-day is; let us hope that the message he has left behind will 
abide with us and that he will live with us and inspire us for centuries 
to come. 

The rt^olution which has been placed before you is; — 

“This Assembly records its deep sense of grief at the passing away 
of Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore. Not only Bengal or India but the 
world itself has suffered an irreparable loss by the death of this noble 
son of Bengal whose contribution to civilisation and the quality of 
whose genius had earned both for himself and his country an honoured 
place in the comity of nations. As a poet, he provided joy, solace and 
inspiration to millions and as a humanitarian he earned the love of 
all mankind. This House conveys its profoundest sympathy to his son 
Mr. Rathindra Nath Tagore and his relatives and mourns with the rest 
of India the loss of the Great departed.’* 

I ask you, therefore, ladies and gentlemen, to rise in your places to 
signify your consent. 

(The members rose in their [)lace8,) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

The Secretary will take necessary steps to convey the message to 
proper quarters. 

The House stands adjourned. 


Adjournment. 

Accordingly the Hou.se was adjourned at 5-31 p.m. till 4-46 p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 13th August, 194], at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedintrt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of thar Government of India Act, 193 ^.' 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 13th Auf^ust, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon ’hie Sir Muhammad Azizul v 

Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 191 mem tiers. 

0bitu.ary Reference. 

Mrs SPEAKER: Ladies and Gentlemen, before the regular 
proceedings commence, it is again my mournful duty to refer to the 
sad death of the Marquis of Willingdon which we noticed this 
morning in the papers. He was the Viceroy of India and the 
Governor of several provinces. At a time when the Indian Constitu- 
tion was not what it is now’, it w^as he who took the bold step of 
establishing a direct association of the Indian Ministers with the 
Executive Councillors. His popularity, especially in social life in the 
various provinces and States in India, is w’ell know’n, and even after 
he retired,^ he w’as actively engaged in serving the cause of the Empire 
abroad. I hope you w’ish a message of condolence to be sent to Lady 
Willingdon, and I w’ould ask you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to signify 
your approval by kindly rising in your places. 

(There was a pause w’hen the ladies and the gentlemen rose in their 
seats. ) 

Thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen. The Secretary w’ill do the 
needful. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

4 

^ Revision of Security Prisoners Rules. 

*45. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) With reference 
to the reply given to starred question Ko. 174 on the 19th March, 1941, 
will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether the examination of financial implications of the Draft 
Revision of the Secuiity Piisoners Rules is complete? 
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(b) If so, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to lay on tie table 
a «opy of the rules ? 

. •(r) When do the Government contemidate giving effect to the 
«Be vised Rules? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the revision of the Security Prisoners Rules in redressing 
• the grievances of the security prisoners of the Province has 
been long overdue; and 

(it) that most of the grievances of the security prisoners with 
regard to dietary, bedding, clothing, toilets, books and other 
necessities and amenities are still unredressed? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a), (c) and (d) Effect has already been 
given to the revised rules. 

(b) The rules are being reprinted and a copy will be placed in the 
Library when they are printed. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House when the rules will be available? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as they are 
printed. • 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: As soon as” is a very vague term. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have said, they are 
being reprinted and they will be available as soon as they are printed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to give us the approximate time when these rules 
will be available — about the end of this month or by the middle of the 
next month? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am very sorry, I have 
not enquired. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of publishing a draft of the rulc^ 
before they are printed? 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN s’Pxttctically all the rules 
have been published from time to time. I would reeyiiest the 
^ honourable members to wait, and I think it wotild not take more than 
15 days. 
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Health of Kumud Behary Mukherjoe, a political convict. 

*46. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (a) Will "the 
Han’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether Kumud Behai^ Mukherjee, b.a., a political convict, is still in . 
the Dum Dum Jail? 

(b) How long has he been in the Dum Dum Jail? 

(c) When the term of his imprisonment will expire and when he is 
likely to be released? 

(d) Whether he has been suffering from the troubles of eyes and 
teeth ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the aflBrmative, will tjje Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangements have been made for his 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Bir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) Yes. 

(b) Since 14th April, 1938. 

(c) His term of huprisonment was to end on 7th January, 1944; 
according to the latest information available he has earned days’ 
remission. 

{d) He has no dental troubles but lias complained of headache and 
lachrymdtion due to short sight. 

(c) Arrangements have been made for the early examination of his 
eyes by a specialist. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will tlie Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if since the question has been tabled his eyes have been 
examined and if so, with what result? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the 
honourable member to answer (c). 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the answer is “Arrange- 
ments liave been made for the early examination of his eyes by a 
specialist.” My question is. if his eyes have since been actually 
• examined and, if so, with what result? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If he had been 
examined, I think I would have said so. Arrangements have been 
made for the early examination of his eyes by a specialist, but I have 
not got the latest report as yet. 
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Facilities to division III firisoners in regard to Interviews and 
communications with relatives. 

*47. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge uf the Home (Jails) Depaitment aware of the recent changes 
‘made l>y the United Provinces Government as regards facilities to divi- 
sion Ill^piisoneis in regard to Interviews and communications between 
prisoners and their relatives!^ 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Gov- 
ernment to make similar changes with regard to division III prisoners 
in this Province? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I am aware of the 

’changes mentioned as items (J) and (5) at page 28 of the Report on 
the Prison Administration of the United Provinces for the year 1939. 

(b) These concessions are already enjoyed under rules GG4 and 666 
of the Bengal Jail Code. 

Grant of family allowance to security prisoner Babu Amulya Chandra 

Adhikary. 

*48. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state 
whether the Government have received any application from security 
prisoner Babu Amulya C'handra Adhikary, his mother and wife for 
family allowance? 

{b) If so, what action, if any has been taken on them? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that he was granted a family 
allowance of Rs.45 only per month last time while he was detained 
during the period 193()-38’ under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act ? 

(d) If th^ answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why no family allowance has 
been granted to him this time? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of grant- 
ing him a family allowance? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) An allowance has been granted to the family. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 
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Mr.iCHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much allowance has been granted to the family? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Es. 35 per month. 

Treatment meted out to division III prisoners when on transit. 

*40. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware that division III 
prisoners when on transit from one jail to another are kept handcuffed 
and in chains throughout the entire length of the journey both day and 
night? 

(h) If so will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether they 
are entitled to any remission of sentence or other amenities for this 
extra hardship caused to them and; if so, what they are? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of taking any step in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The honourable 
member is referred to Police Regulations, Bengal, Volume I, rules 700, 
727 and 733, copy of which is laid on the Library Table. 

(b) and (c) No. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to si ate why these prisoners are not entitled to any amenity or 
remission of sentence even though , when on transit, they are kept 
in chains and handcuffed for no offence of theirs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think the 
question of remission of sentence arises here. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: WhaP are the reasons for hand- 
cuffing these prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Just to prevent the 
possibility of escape. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government will kindly consider the case 
of the political prisoners who are put in Division III in not applying 
the Police Regulations? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite difficult. 
Supposing they escape, what is the guarantee about it ? 
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Discharge of Covemmont Picadors and Public Prosecutors afto/a period 
of throe years. 

50. Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) ^n how many cases since 1930 the services of Government 

Pleaders and Public Prosecutors appointed for i>eritKl of three 
years have been dispensed with after the period of such 
temporary appointment was over; and 

(b) the reasons for such removal? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) There was no such case. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Security prisoners. 

•51. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of security prisoners as on the loth June, 1941; 

(ii) how many of them are in receipt of any kind of allowances ; 

(m) what is the — 

(1) highest, and 

(2) lowest, 

amount of such allowances; 

(iv) w'hether any applications for the grant of allowance are pending 
consideration of Government; if so, how' many; 

(r) whether any enquiry is made on receipt of such applications; 
and 

, (vi) whether the applicants or their representatives are invited pr 
allowed to represent their cases during the enquiry? 

(ft)' Is the Hon’ble Minister con.sidering the desirability of grant- 
ing allowances, to the family members of the prisoners when their 
offences had not been proved in a court of justice? 
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(c) Tfill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there are 
any standing rules providing the periods of detention of security 
prisoners ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minist^ be pleased to state the present number . 
of home or village interned security prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN; (a) (?) 198. 

(n) In ten cases family allowances have been sanctioned. 

(m) (1) R8.35. 

(2) Rs.lO. 

(iv) Yes; 11. 

(v) Yes. 

(vi) Enquiries are made by local officers and the families or 
dependents of prisoners are generally questioned. 

(h) I refer the honourable member to the answer to starred questions 
Nos. 80 and 83 on the 6th March, 1941. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to rule 26 of the Defence of 
India Rules. 

(d) No security prisoner is home or village interned. Up to the 
16th June, 1941, action had been taken under rule 26 (1) (c) to (g) of 
the Defence of India Rules against 937 persons hut the figures of those 
restricted to their homes or villages by orders under rule 26 (1) (d) are 
not readily available. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (a) 
(vi), will the Hoii’hle Minister he pleased to state whetlier he has 
considered the desirability of making this enquiry through the District 
Magistrates or the Suhdivisional Magistrates or any other magistrates? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: As a rule the District 
Magistrates are asked to make enquiry, hut they employ the police 
as agency for making the enquiries and submit their report. There 
is nothing to prevent anybody about whom enquiry is made to make his 
statement to the District Magistrate. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is prepared to issue instructions 
to the district or suhdivisional authorities to enquire into the case if 
the party aggrieved applies to such authorities for that purpose? 

The Hoti’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: As I have stated, the* 
aggrieved party can always place liis facts before the District 
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Magistrate, and if there is any case where the District Magistrate has 
noj: forwarded or taken notice of them, then I will certainl^^ thflik that 
he has enquired. 


Political prisontfr Babu Ramesb Chandra Chattarjoe. 

•52. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Dej^artment be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(i) that Babii Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee, a political prisoner now 

lodged in the Dum Duin Central Jail, refused to accept 
conditional release in 1939; 

(ii) that in 1939 the Government decided to treat the term of 

imprisonment of some long-term })ri8oners including the said 
Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee as the ]>eriod of fourteen years; 
and 

(m) that in the case of the said Ramesh Chandra Chatterjee the 
said period of fourteen years being redui'ed by usual remis- 
sion expired by the middle of January, 1941? 


(h) If the answer to ia) (m) is in the attirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jileased to state whether the said Ramesh Chandra has since 
been released? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


The Hon'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) (t) and (Hi) Yes. 

(ii) The honourable member is referred to the communique, dated 
the 17th October, 1939, of which a copy is laid on the Library Table. 

(6) No. 

(c) Government are awaiting the submission of his case for their 
consideration. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (^), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether, in view of the 
fact that about more than 7 months have passed since the time when 
that period of 14 years expired in the case of this political prisoner, he 
will consider the desirability of taking the initiative to ask for the file 
from his department and deal with the case? 
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The Hoil*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; As I have already stated 
the case is coining up to Government. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. I am drawing the attention of' 
the Hon ’hie Minister to the fact that 7 months have passed since the 
time expired. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There was a certain 
amount of discussion as to whether he was entitled according to the 
existing rules to a certain amount of remission for the period that he 
remained in the Andamans. I am speaking from memory. Those who 
were in the Andamans got less remission than those who were in 
Bengal and Government- decided in July that he should get the same 
remission which he would have got if he had been in Bengal. So, that 
question having been decided, the other question will come up before 
the Government. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In his reply to question (a) {Hi), 
the Hon’ble Minister has admitted that in the case of the said Kamesh 
Chandra Chatterjee the said period of fourteen years being reduced by 
usual remission expired by the middle of January, 1941. So, it is 
admitted by the Hon’ble Minister that his term expired by the middle 
of January, 1941. Now’, if his answer is correct, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is permissible for Government to 
detain a person whose term has already expired? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I may explain that in all 
such cases release under 14 years’ rule is not obligatory nor invariable 
and each case is considered on its merits. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why was not the 

question considered before the term expired? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that there w’as a dispute whether his term has actually expired or not 
because remissions earned in the Andamans w’ere less than remissions 
earned in Bengal. In his case it has been decided that he should get 
the same remission and according to that his term has expired in 
January and that point was decided in July. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which antwm were laid on the table) 

Under-trial prisoners in certain Jails. 

47. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails^ Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the years 1938, 1939 and 1940 — 

(i) the average period of detention of nnder-trial prisoners in 
sessions and other eases separately in the following jails: — 

Midnapore District and Central, 

Alipore District and Central, 

Hooghly, 

Rajshahi District and Central, 

Dacca District and Central, 

Mymensingh, and 
Comilla ; 

(it) the maximum number of under-trial prisoners detained during 
any day in the Alipore Central Jail during the months of 
January, February, March, April and May, 1941, compared 
to the total number of prisoners detained on such days; 

(ui) the maximum period of detention of any under-trial prisoner 
in the Alipore Central Jail, during the year 1940-41; and 

(ir) the total number of prisoners who were detained as under-triala 
for more than three months in the Alipore Central Jail during 
1940-41? 

(^) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of investi- 
gating into the overcrowding and long detention of under-trial prison- 
ers in the Alipore Central Jail? 

The Hon'We Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. (a) (i) and (u) A stat.e- 

ment is laid on the Library Table. 

(th) Ten months and 27 days. 

(tv)' 88. 

(i) Remedial measures are under ray consideration. 
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Mr, ^YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(6), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to tell us what are thp 
remedial measures which are under the consideration of the Hon’bje 
Minister ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the oHon’ble 
Minister be pleased to tell us the reasons why these under-trial 
prisoners were detained in jail for such a length of time as ten months 
and 27 days? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The thing is that there 
is always overcrowding in jail and Government have stressed that fact, 
but the question is that it takes certain amount of time before the cases 
are disposed of. It is unavoidable but we have very much reduced the 
thing. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Does it not reflect on the 
efficiency of the investigating police officers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon ble Ministei 
be pleased to consider the desirability of expediting the consideration 
of remedial measures? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I have stated 
some of these are unavoidable and if the honourable member will study 
the statement which has been laid on the Library table he will find 
that in majority of cases there is a certain amount of decrease. 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in view of his previous suplement- 
ary answer Government is contemplating the desirability of giving 
greater facilities for bail to the under-trial prisoners so that they may 
not be held up in jail custody during the trial? 

Mr, SPEAKER: As a lawyer you know the question of bail has 
nothing to do with the Government in the executive department. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government has been considering 
any measures whereby under-trial prisoners may not have to be kept 
in jail for such a long period ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that remedial measures ari under 
consideration. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I must explain to be 
<ibsolutely clear that as far as remedial measures are concerned they 
refer to overcrowding. As far as the question of long detention is 
concerned, as I have stated, that is a very difficult problem. It is a 
question of the number of judges who can try cases and various other 
factors. We are also looking into them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, with regard to the 
question which was put by Mr. Duttu Muzumdar you have ruled that 
Government have nothing to df» with it. It can just be jiut in another 
way, namely, when there is a delay in the investigation of cases, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 

Mr. SPEAKER: It ba.s nothing to do with the investigation. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With regard to bail it is not 
the discretion of trial courts always. (]r(>vernment oppose bails. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact there has not been a single 
8up])lementary que'^tion as regards tlie investigation stage. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: The question which was put 
by Mr. Dutta Mazumdar can l>e put in a different way. It is not always 
the discretion of the court. In many cu.^'Cs Government fjppose the bail. 
In view of the fact that there is considerable delay in some cases in 
the matter of investigation whether it is desirable or not that Govern- 
ment should instruct Public Pro.secutors including the Court Inspectors 
not to oppose bails. 

(No reply.) 

Granting of certain facilities to unemployed youths. 

48. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Will tbe 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate — 

(a) the settlement of Government (1) lhas lands and (2) fallow 
lands at concession rates to the unemployed youths for 
' making dairy fanns, gardens and for other cultivation pur- 
poses; and 

(h) also giving them agricultural loans? 
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MIIMSTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No such proposal is hi 
contemplation of Government in the Revenue Department. • 

(fj) Agricultural Ijoans may be given to unemployed youths under * 
the Bengal Agricultural Loans Act or the Land Improvement Loans 
Act when they satisfy the conditions laid down in those Acts and in 
the rules framed under the Acts. 

Release of certain |M>titical prisoners. 

49. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that a number of ])olitical prisoners, called 
terrorist prisoners, in the Alipore Central Jail had, during 
the early part of April, 1941, accepted Government condi- 
tions in the order for their release; and 

(n) whether all such prisoners have been released from the jail in 
accordance with the Government orders respecting them? 

(/v) If any of them has not been released, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when will these 
prisoners be released from jail? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate revision of the declared policy 
of releasing the political prisoners gradually on the recommendation of 
the Advisory Committee? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(a) No. 

(Z») to (d) The honourable member is referred to Government 
Resolution No. 2484H.J., dated the 26th July, 1941, a copy of which 
is laid on the Library Table, and to my statement in reply to the 
adjournment motion in this House on the 1st August, 1941. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the exact date when those political prisoners accepted 
the conditions of the Government for their release ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
explain hoW a resolution, datM the 26th July, could do away with tke 
rights of the political prisoners who accepted the conditions in the early 
part of April? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think this question was the subject-matfcr of an 
a(ijournnient motion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I would draw your attention 

he fact that the Hon’ble Minister admits that because of the resolu- 
tion of the 26th July the political prisoners were debarred from being 
released, but they accepted Government conditions in the early pert 
of April.* How is this anomaly to be solved? 

Mr. SPEAKER. I always thought you should have taken up the 
profession of law! 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I am not a lawyer, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What a pity! 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: IJow the Government justify their 
position that by passing a resolution on the 26th July they debar the 
• political prisoners from being released from jail when particularly they 
accepted the conditions of Government in the early part of April? 


Economic distress in Mymensingh. 

50. Mr. MO. ISRAIL: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Co-oi)erative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department aware that 
an unprecedented economic crisis prevails in the district of Mymensingh, 
particularly in the subdivision of Kishoreganj, due to failure of crops 
and agricultural loan, test relief and gratuitous relief are being dis- 
tributed therein? 

(If) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’hle Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) issuing instructions to Debt Settlement Boards (1) ordinary and 
(2) special, to grant time for payment of court-fees on 
determined debts till the next harvest time; and 

(ii) directing the Certificate Officer to grant time to the certificate 
debtors relating to the default of the awarded debts to the 
next harvest time? • 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Muk^nda Behary Mullick): (a) Some economic difficulty has been 
reported from the area and necessary relief measures have been adopted. 
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{h) Under the rules the Certificate Officer has power to grant time up 
to the next harvest wherever necessary. The special attention of the 
Certificate Officers in question^ has been drawn to these provisions in 
the rules. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the nature of the economic diffic ulty 
that has been reported from the area ? 

The Hen’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I would refer 
the honourable member to the question itself which speaks of these 
difficulties, viz., failure of crops. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR! With reference to the 
report mentioned in answer {a), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any particulars about the difficulty are contained in that 
report P 


The Hofi'hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; We bad only 
the report from the Collector to show that that was the nature of the, 
difficulties that he w’as experiencing. II the honourable member wants 
details, he will have to go to the Tlevenue Department. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon blc 

Minister be pleased to state whether he will be prepared to make a copy 
of the report available for members of this House P 

Mr. BREAKER. Please understand that the first part of the question 
is absolutely irrelevant, and is put only with a view to make the second 
part relevant. Therefore the Hon’ble Minister is not responsible for 
dealing with questions relating to nature of crisis, etc., either here or 
there. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; The Honble Minister 
might have answered question {(i) either in the affirmative or in the 
negative. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has practically answered all the points. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In fact he has informed 
tis in his answer that he h^s actually received some official report 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has taken steps. 

Mr., NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Arising out of that, Sir, 

I want to know what are the particulars contained in that report about * 
the nature of the distress? 
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Mfi SPEAKER: You will get an answer to that question %rom the 
Revenue Department. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Family allowance for security prisoners. 

*42. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Deiiartment lie pleased to state — 

(i) the number of persons dealt with under the Defence of India 
Rules in Bengal up till now as — 

(1) security prisoners, 

(2) prisoners under rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules, 

(3) externed, 

(4) interned, and 

(5) i>ersous w'hose movements have been restricted in 
various ways; and 

(it) the number of the abovementioned persons who are getting 
family allowance? 

(b) Is it a fact that a large number of security prisoners who were 
granted family allowance during their })reviou8 detention, are not given 
anything this time? 

(c) If the answer to ih) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) To the end of 

June — 

( 1 ) 222 . 

(2) 281. 

(3), (4) and (5) 1,214. 

(n) 9. 
ih) Yes. ■ 

(c) The present circumstances ar^ qu^te different fi’onis those under 
which they were detained under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1930. 
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Mr. 9URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference ta question 
(a) (u), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state how many applica- 
tions were received by the Hpn’ble Minister with regard to famMy 
allowance ? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

(The next question was called, but several honourable members rose 
to put more supplementaries on the previous question.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The real question has been asked by Mr. Biswas. 
Whenever a specific question has been asked about the allowance of 
any individual political prisoner, I have allowed that question in every 
case. Mr. Biswas asked a general question and I have admitted it and 
now questions relating to total uuml>er, amount and so on are sought 
to be put. Therefore I am not going to allow any more supplementary 
questions on the same subject. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I am referring to answer 

(c) 

Mr. SPEAKER: If honourable members insist in this way, then in 
future I w'ill have to restrict the number of supplementaries in such 
cases to only two or three. You cannot possibly ask for information 
on statistical matters first and then go into the question of policy. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: I do not understand, Sir, why 
you are feeling annoyed with this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I had been annoyed I would have disallowed all 
these individual questions. I think this supplementary question does 
not arise. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With reference to answer (c), 
the Hon’ble Minister has stated that the present circumstances are 
different from those of the earlier days. We want to know 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, t3iis question about the number does 
not arise. You say that a large number of security prisoners are not 
getting allowance. You never ask any question as to how many of them 
are not getting allowance. Unless you ask that question, the question 
of number does not arise. 

Mr. «AtAMKA^feKHA« MHYAL: We are putting a supplemen- 
tary question on (c). Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the difference in the circumstances referred to in (c)f 
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Mr. SPEAKER : I am doubtful wEetW tbis question dofts aiise. 
However, I am allowing this question as a special case, but if there be 
persistent supplementary questions like this, then we cannot carry on 
tffe proceedings of this House. In Parliament hardly more than two 
• or three supplementary questions are allowed. This is in the nature 
of cross-examination. Government say that the circumstances are 
.different. If you ask how the circumstances are different, how can 
Governn^ent answer that question? 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I quite 
appreciate your anxiety to see that (piestions are not carried to the 
extent of cToss-exainination. But you will also he pleased to consider 
that the question cannot Ik* replaced by any other form and, Sir, it is 
not merely a valuable right, but it is an exclusive right. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not disallowing your question. Let the 
Hon'ble Minister answer. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; In Parliament probably supple- 
mentaries are not confined to only two or three (piestions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Mr. Kundu will do well if he reads 
Hansard. 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN. I have answered this 
question and explained the policy of Government more than once in this 
House, but unfortunately I do not remember to which question I could 
easily ref^r. The present policy of (jovernmeut is that only in those 
cases where the Government are satisfied that the prisoner has got no 
means to maintain himself or his relations are unable to give him any- 
thing, they are prepared to give a family allowance. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That i.s not my question. 
That we have got previou.sly. I am not going to bore the Hon’ble 
Minister with a previous question. Here there i.s a difference of circum- 
stances mentioned. My question is not about the policy of Govern- 
ment, but vhat is the difference in the circumstances which have led 
Government to make that distinctioi^ in their policy. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: One thing is that there 
is a war on. 

Mf. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Is that the only difference? 

The Hofi’Me Khwaja Sit IIAZIMUfi#tlli That is o&e of the 

differences. 

3 
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Mr. fASANKA lilCHAII MNYALl WUt are the others F 

nit ffon’Mt Khwaia Sir NAIIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Enrolmaiit Regitlir in reipaet of urakfo. 

*49. Khan Bahadur Maulwi JA^ALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the 
flon’ble Minister in charge of the Education (Wakf) Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any register for the enrolment, of Wakf 
Estates F 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware 
of cases where — 

(1) several enrolments have been made of one Wakf; and 

(2) two rival mutairalUs have been appointed for the same Wakf 

property ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take 
in the matter? 

MINISTER in ohorge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Y es, there is a register. 

(b) (1) I am informed by the Commissioner of Wakfs, Bengal, that 
there have been duplications in a very few cases. 

(2) I am also informed by him that in no case two rival persons 
have been appointed viutawallis for the same Wakf. 

(r) It is not for Government to take action in such matters: I 
understand improvements are made from time to time in indexing as 
suggested by experience. 

Ex-dotonus of Faridpur distriot. 

*44. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BIBWA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home^ Department aware that several ex- 
detenus of the district of Faridpur have been arrested and detained 
under the Defence of India Rule No. 26 during the period from Ist 
Januarj^ to Ist June, 1941? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason of those arrests and detentions ; 

(ii) whether the Government verified the police reports upon which 

those arrests were made; 
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(m) wkether lie has ctmmd^n:^ tlie desirtbitiiy of gettilig fiaiicm 
reports in sudi oases Terified by tbe district authorities and 
of giving a chance to the persons so arrested to provo^ their 
innocence before such authorities before they are arrested 
or detained; and 

to) whether the Government have received petitions from the rela* 
tives of some of the said detenus stating that the latter had 
done nothing for which, they should have been arrested or 
detained P 
♦ 

(c) If the answer to clause (h) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, the Govern- 
ment have taken upon those petitions? 


The HOffl’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I must ask the honourable 
member to specify by name the individuals regarding whom he desires 
to> elicit information. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, will you kindly look at the 
answer !■' My questions (h) it), (ii) and {iit) are general. The Hon’ble 
Minister’s reply might apply to {b) (ir). But he cannot avoid answer- 
ing the questions under (b) (/), (//) and (ft/). With regard to (b) (i) 
also, he might say that it is according to Government policy, but with 
regard to (h) (ti) and (m), I think I have a right to get the information 
from the Hon’ble Minister. 


Mr. BREAKER: I cannot argue. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. Sir, 1 may with your permis- 
sion — 

Mr. SPEAKER: According to w^ell-known Parliamentary practice 
the Speaker has no power to give relief as regards the manner in which 
an answer is couched. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. W^e want your protection. 
Sir. We want to place one general grievance with regard to questions. 
In respect of certain vital questions, answers have been given in a very 
unsatisfactory way and we appeal to you. Sir, to return those answers 
and ask the Government to send them in proper form. Otherwise we 
are helpless. It is a question of privilege, Sir. 
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Th# Won'Wa KhwiU« HAZIMUDDINl I submit that from the 
way in which the question has been framed it is an abuse of the pri- 
Tilegpe of asking questions. I ha'^e nowhere refused to give informa* 
tion. But I say that if specific cases are brought to my notice and 
questions asked about them, I am prepared to give all the information 
that I have in my possession. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is it open to Hon’ble Minister to say that it is an abuse of the privi- 
lege of asking questions? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is his view. I cannot help it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will that expression be 
Parliamentary' ? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If you give us permission we 
can help you and also the Opposition. We won’t allow the Oovem- 
meiit to carry on in this way disregarding vital questions and giving 
answers in a merry mood, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Probably Sir Nazimuddin could have better couched 
his language. Once a (luestion is admitted it cannot be said that it is 
a question of abuse of privilege. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the question 
might be admissible. But abuse does not mean that it was inadmis- 
sible. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought so. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Abuse means taking 
advantage of the rules to put (luestions which are not really justified. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is the Parliamentary 
meaning of the word abuse. The rules give you permission to dis- 
allow questions but he has no right to take that line of argument. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has explained that he did not mean that the 
question was not admissible. He meant that this was a question which 
it was not possible for Government to answer. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: He cannot understand the 
language of the question 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With regard to an8we#(6) (ti), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
thought it desirable, in order to satisfy itself, to verify the police reports 
on which the orders of detention were passed ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as that is con- 
cerned, J have not specifically done so, but all cases are practically 
looked into before final orders are passed. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government considered any other reports 
except the police reports before jiassinp the orders of detention on these 
persons under the Defence of India Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not understand what 
the honourable nienil)er means by any other reports. Naturally Gov- 
ernmeiit has pot to po on the basis of police reports. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My point is this that the law 
says that Government oupht to .sati.sfv itself in respect of those persons 
who have been detained. I want to know from the Hou'ble Minister 
how did the Government satisfy itself except acting upon police reports? 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is obvious what kind 
of reports they were. Only if these reports were of such a character 
which would justify taking action, action would be taken. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has received any applications stating that 
these persons were ab.solutely innocent and that the police reports 
might be verified by the District Magistrates or Circle Officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already stated 
as far as the question of taking action is concerned, action is not taken 
on any individual Police Officer’s report. When Government are satis- 
fied from information received from various sources that the activities 
of a jrerson are objectionable, then and then only action is taken. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Has the Hon’ble Minister ever 
exercised the right of cross-examining persons who give such informa- 
tion ? 


The Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 
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Mr. llUlteNimA NATH ■ItWAtl Wi$i the Hon’ble Misieter be 
pleased to state what are the other sources than police reports to which 
he has just now referred? " 

The Hon’Me Khweje Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I did not say other sources. 
I said various sources. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government take to verify the allega- 
tions made in police reports? 

Tha Hon’Iile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN; As I have stated the 
system is so based that it is not possible as a rule, unless there are 
exceptional cases, for mistakes to be made in these matters and so far 
as I know I have not come across any flagrant mistake in such cases. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
the names of his informants? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability of 
getting these police rejiorts verified by the District Magistrates or Circle 
Officers in respect of those cases in which such applications have been 
received ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: There are certain persons 
who are detained on the reports received from District Magistrates and 
Circle Officers because of their activities. There are certain people who 
are detained on secret reports and naturally people who are detained on 
the basis of secret reports cannot have their (*ases verified by the 
District Magistrate. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE; Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
the position and character of these secret informants? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: If it was an individual 
case of a secret informer, then perhaps the criticism will he correct. 
But as I have stated the system is such that unless reports come from 
different sources, from people who are unknown to one another, action 
is not taken. Action is never taken on the report of an individual 
informant and until the officers are satisfied, and Government are satis- 
fied that there is a genuine case from vairous circumstances and reports, 

IM»lipn is ever taken. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA ROSE I May I ask the Hon’ble Mfliuter to 

answer my question and not abuse the opportunity of answerinff 
questions P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have categorically 
answered the honourable member’s question. 

• 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Has he answered? My question 
was: Does the Hon’ble Minister know the character and position of any 
of his secret informants? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know the name 
of any secret informant. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Maintenance of persons restrained under Defence of India Rules. 

44. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government have made any provision for the maintenance of the 
persons externed, interned or persons wdiose movements have been 
restricted iu various wa^s under the Defence of India Rules and for 
their families? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, w’ill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(r) Is it a fact that in former regime the persons internedi or 
externed were given jiersonal maintenance allow'ance and in many cases 
family allowance? 

(c/) If so, do the present Government contemplate following the 
same policy? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) I refer the 
honourable member to the policy stated in this House in a reply to 
supplementary questions arising out of my answer to starred question 
Ho. 308 dn the 19th September, 1940. In accordance with that policy 
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family kllowances have been mad« in the case of seven security 
prisoners and personal allowances in the case of two persons otherwise 
restricted. ^ 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) The present circumstances are entirely different from those 
quoted. 


Political prisoners in Jessore District Jail. 

45. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon Me 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that about 60 political prisoners are now lodged in the Jessore 
District Jail ; 

(ti) that about fifty per cent, of those prisoners have been suffering 
from malarial fever and that some of the malaria cases have, 
become very serious; 

{iii) that in spite of repeated complaints by those prisoners the Jail 
authorities have not arranged for their ])roper medical 
treatment ; 

(iv) that the Jail hospital is damp; 

(v) that there is only one tank for storing good water for the 

general file prisoners; 

(vi) that at times supply of neater in that tank falls short of the 

demand and the prisoners of the general file have had to 
take their meal and to drink water in the hos})itul >ard at 
the risk of their health ; 

{vii) that the dal supplied to the division III prisoners is generally 
(dd, dirty and rotten, and the vegetables supplied to them 
are insufficient and at times unfit for human consumption; 
and 

{vHi) that the political prisoners are subjected to unnecessarily harsh 
treatment? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of enquir- 
ing into the above allegations and taking any step in respect thereof? 

TIlS Hon'blo Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) There are 60 
prisoners under the Defence of India Rules including 4 undertnals. 



1941.] 


QUESTIONS. 


85 

(n) No. Fifteen prisoners suffered from malarial fevtil after 
admission but have not been again attacked. At present no prisoner 
is ^11 in hospital. 

(iu), (iv), (vi), (vii) and (viii) No. 

(v) Yes. But this is quite sufficient. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon ble Minister aware of 
the fact that H, K. Das is sutfering from eye disease and pyorrhoea? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: There are 60 political prisoners 

• Mr. SPEAKER: I know. In a case like this, you should put a 
separate question. There i.s no mention of any name here. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
• pleased to state whether there are any prisoners in Jessore Jail suffering 
from pyorrhoea and eye di.seases!'' 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there are any prisoners in Jessore Jail who are 
suffering from gastric ulcer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These are specific ques- 
tions from a general (piestion. Therefore, I cannot but ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of 
the fact that a nou-ofticial Jail Visitor in his rejmrt particularly men- 
tioned the name of H. K. Das who was suffe'ing from j yorrhoea and 
eye disea.se and Samanindra Nath Roy who was suffering from gastric 
ulcer and the same non-official Jail Vi.sitor recommended the transfer 
of these persons to some other healthy station? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that is a separate question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With regard to (a) (w), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he means to convey 
that none of these 60 prisoners are now suffering from malaria and that 
everybody is healthy? * 
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Kfinmja Sir NAZIMUDDINs I would refer the 
honourable member to the last sentence in answer (a) (u). 

^ ' < 

Mfi 8URENDRA NATH BISWASs The Hon*ble Minister says, 
^‘At present no prisoner is ill in hospital’'. Does he mean that there 
may be prisoners who are ill outside the hospital in wards 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the prisoners are ill, 
they go to hospital. 

Mr. aURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that it is a grievance of prisoners that they are not taken to hospitals 
until after a long time of their illness, and that in the meantime they 
suffer from various diseases in their respective wards? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, this supple- 
mentary question does not arise out of the main question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that only those prisoners who require constant nursing are 
removed to hosjntals; and that, otherwise, they are ke]>t in jails, 
although ill and suffering from very many diseases? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It all depends on the 
nature of the disease. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to con.sider the desirability of transferring those prisoners who 
tire suffering from various diseases to hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I will look into this ques- 
tion, but from what rejmrts I have received there appears to be no 
justification for such action being taken. 

Mr. NISITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (a) (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister kindly tell us what is the capacity of that 
tank? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, it does. My point is 

Mr. SPEAKER: My decision is that it does not. I cannot allow it. 

Mr. NISITHA NATH KUNDU: May I make a submission, Sir^ 
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Mr. MSANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not open to a meAftor of 
this House, Sir, to press his point un that case? 

Mfi SPEAKER; When I have taken a definite decision, he cannot 
ao 80 without my previous permission. 


Mr. N]8ITHA NATH KUNDU: I submit, Sir, it would be doing me 
a grave injustice if I am disallowed to make my submission. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But you ought to have raised a point of order. 
Instead of doing that you simply insisted on ymtting that- very supple- 
mentary question which I had ruled as being out of order. I think the 
House is aware that there are certain conventions under which its 
debate is conducted and under which supplementary questions will have 
to be put. Where will be the limit -to putting supplementary questions 
il^ questions are asked as to the capacity, the size and the'shapt of th# 
tank, and things like that? It was from that consideration that I have 
decided — it may be that my decision is right or it may he that it is 
wrong — that it was not in order. If it was your intention to make any 
‘statement on my ruling, you ought to have risen on a i)oinl of order, 
but inst^jad of doing so, you simply argued with me that the sui>[)le- 
mentary question did arise. I would be veT-^' patient to hear anybody 
who would point out to me any matter concerning any of my rulings, 
but no one can say or take up the attitude that “the question does 
arise” in sjiite of my decision to the contrary. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, let there be no 
bitterness or misunderstanding at least between the Speaker and an 
ordinary member. We are anxious to put sui>plementary (piestions, 
although, .sometimes, the framing of questions may be such that it is not 
in order. But you know, Sir, just as there are limits to putting (|ues- 
tions, there are limitations as well of members in framing (juestions, 
and unless you give some latitude to them to recast their (piestions in 
case they are not in order in the first instance, I submit it will only 
c\irtail the privilege of the members in putting supplementary (juestions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; I am quite prepared to help anyWly in that matter, 
but I cannot allow a memWr to go on insisting that a thing was in 
order where I had given my decision to the contrary. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So far as Mr. Nisitha Nath 
Kundu is concerned, I think he never makes any abuse either of his 
temper or of words 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as I am concerned, I think, no member doei 
that (laughter). 4 * * . ^ . 
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Mr/^NISITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the original question was — 
‘Whether it is a fact that there is only one tank for storing good water 
for the general file pri8oner8^\ and to that the reply was — 'Tes. But 
that is quite suflicient''. Now, my point is whether there are facts to, 
substantiate this reply. Therefore, I was going to ask, what is the 
capacity of the jail, and what is the capacity of th^ tank? 

Mr. BREAKER: I cannot understand how your point will be met 
simply by ascertaining what the capacity of the tank is. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAB: Sir, I beg to submit one word 
in connection with this question. Mr. Kundu wants it to be made clear 
as to whether the supply of water contained in that tank falls short of 
the actual demand, and, if so, whether the general file prisoners have 
had to take their supply from the hospital at the risk of their breaking 
the jail discipline. Therefore, I submit, my friend, Mr. Kundu w’us 
quite pertinent in asking that question. 

Mr. SPEAKER? I am (piite at a loss to understand how' you can 
make the capacity of the tank as the sole factor to determine the quantity 
of water that is actually supplied. You have got to know as well 
whether w’ater is suj)jdied on a single shift or a double shift basis or 
more and you have got to take into account other factors also to deter- 
mine the actual quantity of w\ater-sup]dy. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of investigating 
into all the grievances of flie pri^^oners now lodged in Jessore Jail as 
alleged in the question at least through a non-official jail visitor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My answ’er to this 
question is that if any non-official jail visitor had made any complaint, 
that w’ould certainly have (*ome to our notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the answers he has given are 
those furnished by the jail authorities against whom the complaints 
had been made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why can’t you be a bit more specific, Mr. Bisw^as? 
Your point is that the grievances should be enquired into by the jail 
visitors, and the Hon’ble Minister says that if there were complaints, 
notice must have been taken of them. Now, whether such complaints 
have or have not been noticed is not the point. The point is w^hether 
there were any specific complaints and it is on such complaints that you , 
can put supplementary questions. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs mth vehtSm to 

questions (a) (v) and (a) (vi), will the Hon-ble Minister be pleased to 
staie if Government has made any investigations to ascertain whether 
the supply of water is actually sufficient inside the jail in view of the 
complaint that has been made about its insufficiency? 


The Hon’ble Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government aj*e satisfied 
that the ^pply of water is sufficient. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government made enquiries of the 
prisoners who made the complaint of insufficiency of water-supply in 
the jail? 


The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

. Aif 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state through what means Government liad become 
satisfied about the sufficiency of vvater-sup])ly in s])ite of the complaint 
• made? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The usual channel. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state, in view of the serious complaint about the 
insufficiency of water-supply inside the jail, what special care did 
Government take to satisfy itself that the usual channel supplied correct 
and accurate information on the jmiut? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, unless definite and 
specific facts are given, Government must assume that their officers gave 
them correct report; otherwise, administration would be impossible. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May 1 point out to you, Sir, in 
this connection, the question of Mr. Siirendra Nath Biswas for an 
investigation being made into the complaints of the prisoners tlirough 
a non-official jail visitor? May I also draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minitser to the fact that those comj)laints had been recorded in the 
jail visitors’ book? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that your question is — Is the Government 
awar« that most of these complaints have been noted by the non-official 
jail visitors in the jail visitors’ book? 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes, Sir. 



QUEST10N8. 


flSra Jkwa.; 


# 

mt MMKMt Kkm^a Ur IMIlMUDOIIIi If ibat hajfpetu to bt the 
fact, Goverament are prepared to enquire into the whole matter. 

A 

frm UM of ormt for Bongaloet for protootion. 

46. Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Ministetr 
in charge of the Home Department considering the desirability of 
allowing the Bengalees freer use of arms for the purpose of self-protec- 
tion from internal and external violence? 

Tho Hon'Ue Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is in the 
negative. 

Mfa 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
^ve us some idea of the reasons for his answser in the negative ? 

The Hon'bte Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; As far as the policy is 
concerned, it is really determined hy the Central Government and not 
by us. We are only agents for carrying it out. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
hv jileased to state whether, in view of the apprehension of internal 
troubles, Government are prepared to modify and extend freer use of 
arms? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said already that it is a matter of the 
Central Government. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: No, Sir, there is the 
Bengal Aims Act as well. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not provide for free licence. 


STARRED) QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

8peoial Officers to the Government of Bengal. 

*28. Mr. M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH; {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state the 
existing strength of “Special Officers” to the Government of Bengal 
(excluding the Debt Settlement Officers who commonly go by the name 
of Special Officers) ? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minittter he pleftsed to lay on TMe a 
Btatemeut showing' the names of — * 

• (») such officers; 

(n) the postS) if any, they substantively hold under Government; 
and 

{ill) the work they have been each entrusted with? 

MINISTER in ohtrge of tho FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tlM 
Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) Twenty. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

Rocommendations of Special OfSoer regarding grievanoee of 
inferior Covemment lervants. 

•40. Mr. ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Ministw 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that a Special Officer was appointed to enquire into the grievances 
of the inferior employees under the Government during the year 1940 P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the recom- 
mendations made by this officer? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of translat- 
ing the recommendations into action? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The honourable member is referred to the replies giveik 
to unstarred questions Nos. 27 and 28 in this session. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Pay and prospects of inferior Covemment servants. 

27. Mr. AHMED H08AIN: (a) W^ith reference to the reply given 
to un starred question No. 9 of the 3rd February last, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether the report of the Special Officer has as yet been pub- 
lished; and 

(u) if so, whether the members of this House have been supplied 
with copies thereof? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the negative, will the Hon’ bio 
Minister be pleased to state when the i^^port is likely to be published P 
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. m Hon’ble Mr. S. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) .^i) No. 

\ii) Does not arise. 

(b) It is not proposed to pulblish the report of the Special 

2& Mfi ABDUL KARIM: (a) With reference to the reply given 
to unstarred question No. 9 of the 3rd February, 1941, will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) Tthether the Government has yet come to a final decision in the 

matter; and 

(ii) if so, what are their decisions? 

(h) If the answer to clause (i) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when tlie Government expect to come to a 
final decision in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; {a) (i) The matter is 
under consideration of Government. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(b) Without undue delay. 

Import of Burma rice into Iniiia. 

39. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : ia) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
aware — 

(?) that the Burma Government have prohibited the export of 
paddies and rice to India from Arakaii (Burma); 

(ii) that the import of Burma rice to the ports of Calcutta and 
Chittagong has by this time been stopjied; 

(Hi) that the price of Burma rice has gone up ; and 

(?r) that there has been scarcity of rice in the Indian market? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter l)e pleaseil to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of approaching the Government of India for taking steps 
for removing the ban of exixirting Burma rice to India? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of holding an enquii-j- into the matter? 

MINISTER In oh«rge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENTi (the Hen’Me Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) (i) The Govern- 
ment of Burma on 4*h July, 1941, placed an embargo on the export of 
rice from Arakan on account ollocal shortage. * 
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. (it) Import of Burma rice was stopped only from Akyab; in^port 
fit>m Rangoon was not affected. 

•• (tit) No. 

(iv) No, stocks of rice in Calcutta market alone amount to 10 lakh 
maunds. 

{h) The Government of India, as well as the Government of Burma 
and the Government of India Agent in Burma were at once a[i|>ri8ed 
of the situation. 

I iim glad to l>e able to say that in pursuance of our representation, 
the Government of Burma lifted the etnbargo on rice with effect from 
the 25th July, 1941. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Enquiry regarding ooneant to special motion. 

mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may 1 enquire whether 
the Iloii’ble Chief Minister lias given me permission to move my special 
. motion ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not seen the file but 1 am told that some 
reply has come. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I just enquire, 
in tlie absence of the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s refusal or giving consent 
—there is no such specific rule— whether I should approach the Hon ’hie 
Chief Minister or the Assembly Department 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have already approached. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I know if I may 
get the permission next week. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, if at all. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tlw Bmgil Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, 

The Hon'M. Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to present the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill 
1941. *, ' 
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Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read out the following message; — 

“That the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill,. 
1940, was passed by the Bengal Ijegislative Council with amendments 
at its meeting held on the 5th August, 1941, and that the concurrence 
of the Assembly be asked to the amendments made in the Bill by the 
Council.'^ 


The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
tjie Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, T beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be recommitted to the same Select Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker, it does not mean that we have got lecommittal-phobia 
and it is not also a fact that we always intend to embarrass the 
Government by giving motions of recommittal. Sir, the fact is that 
the intention of these sorts of motions is to oppose the Bill in an 
indirect form. This particular Bill, 1 mean the Bengal Markets 
itegulation Bill, 1941, is no substitute at all for the j)revious Bill, 1 
mean the Agricultural Broduc'e Markets Bill. This Bill is so innocent 
and so colourless that Government ought not to have brought this Bill 
before the House 


Mr. BREAKER: You want a little more colour into this transaction? 
(1/aughter.) 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It neither benefits the 
zemindars nor the agriculturists. We do not know for what purpose 
Government have introduced this Bill. By no section of the Bill the 
agriculturists of Bengal are benefited. Rather by the suggestion of 
licence for markets the zemindars will take the advantage of realising 
more taxes from the agriculturists to meet their expenses. Theie are 
se(‘tious which are absolutely unnecessary and redundant. As regards 
sanitation and other arrangements in the market, they are done by the 
local authorities. Sections are there, powers are there and so it is- 
absolutely unnecessary to suggest some innovation in some clauses in 
this Bill. All that we find is that even in this particular Bill th^ 
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zemiudars are particularly favoured. So, Sir, we do not Lope that any 
iniprovement will be made by this Hill to the condition of the agri- 
c4iltiirists. 

Sir, with these words 1 move my motion for recommittal. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS; Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 feel it is 
my dutj;, though unpleasant, to support this motion for recommittal. 
When the previous Hill— T mean the Agricultural Produce Markets 
nill__vvas introduced and rclcrred to the Stdcct ('ommittee, then also 
1 re([uested the Hon’hle Minister to drop that Hill and to bring a Hill 
to meet the real demands of the jmblic in general and the peasantry in 
particular. What is needed to-day Is it tlie r(‘gulatioM of markets, 
big and Miiall, all over this provim-e or the regulation of marketing? 
The problem which re([uires immediate solution in this country is the 
problem of affording better facilities for marketing the land products 
of thi.s province so that producers may get better prices, at least fair 
and economic prices. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the 
previous Hill — I mean the Agricultural Produce Markets Bill — the 
Hon’ble Minister stated that it was the intention of the Government to 
imovidc im*asureH in tliat Hill so that the producers might l)c ensured 
of a fair and economic value tor their j)rodncts. The objt'ct was 
laudable hut in tact no such mcasun* was provided tlnu’ein. However, 
we exjK'cted that the Government would hiing a new Hill for the 
acliievcment of that object, but I am disappointed to find that the 
TIon’ble Minister has brought this Hill not for that purpose but for 
legulating all the markets of the province whether big or small. The 
lew pro\ision> which have l>een provided in this Hill arc inadequate 
and insulHcient to meet the demands of the public as well as the 
pea>antrv. There is j^ractically no ]>rovision of facilities foj mar.^et- 
ing their land products, so that they might get Ivetter ]>rices. 

Then, Sir, in this Hill also 1 find that the word “market” could 
not be i)n>perly defined. Probably you remember, Sir, that wdiile we 
were discussing the definition of the word “market” in the previous 
Hill, the Hill was dropped, but no agreed definition could l)c found 
witli regard to the word “maiket”. Here also 1 find from the defini- 
tion that the “market” as defined by the sponsor of the Hill as well as 
hy the Select Gommittee, does not include the homesteads of the jute- 
growers or the godowns or the warehouses of traders where jute is sold 
and purchased. When the.se places where jute is sold arc not included 
within the definition of “market”, how can the Hon’ble Minister 
expect to extend the benefit of protection from exaction of unreasonable 
trade allowances, the benefit of standardisation of grades of jute and 
the benefit of standard weights to the agriculturists who sell their jute 
either af’Hbeir homesteads or at the godowns of the traders. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Is it your case that there is no trade allowance in 
anything except jute and that standardisation of weights is not neces- 
sary there ? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8; No, no, Sir. I do not say that, 
but the word “market” has been so defined 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 understand that the scope of the Bill includes 
jute. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The scope of the Bill includes 
not only jute but also many things else — I do not know' what not. 
Everything that is visible in this w’orld is included within this Bill 
But my contention is that the benefits of this Bill do not extend to 
jute sold at the grower’s homestead or the trader’s godown. However, 
Sir, my submission is that this Bill should be recommitted to the 
Select Committee in order to come to a definite understanding as to the 
real object of the Bill. It the real object of (iovernment is to afiford 
better facilities to the peasantry for selling their goods at better prices, 
then the Bill should he recast and provisions should l)e amended to that 
effect. That is the reason, Sir, w'h\' 1 .say that the Bill should be 
recommitted to the Select Committee. For example, Sir, one main 
object which was contemplated by (iovernment w'hen they brought the 
previous Bill was that the (joverninent should have regulated markets 
all over this |)rovincc, and several provisions were made in that Bill 
for that purpose; but in this Bill there is one clause only wdth regard 
to markets wliic.h may or may not l>e established by (Tovernment, You 
know, Sir, that only one enabling clause which gises the power to 
(/(^veriiment to establisli markets does not mean that (fovernment will 
be em])()W'ered under this Bill to have regulated markets with all their 
paraphernalia. At the same time it is absolutely necessary in the 
interests of the peasantry that regulated markets should be established 
all over the ])rovincc, so that the jute-grow’ers may sell their jute in 
those markets and get the benefit of a better price. 

Then again, Sir, there is the definition of agricultural produce. The 
term “agricultural produce’' has not been satisfactorily defined in this 
Bill also. Hundreds of articles have been included in the definition. 
As I pressed this question on the last occasion I press it to-day also and 
request the Hon’ble Minister to consider the question, namely, whether 
he should concentrate the provisions of this Bill on a very few items 
of agrioultfiral produce or deal wuth all and sundry commodities. 
Instead of having sucli a comiilicated or rather omnibus Bill he should 
narrow down the provisions of this Bill, so that the attention of the 
Legislature may be concentrated on a few agricultural articles, say, 
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jute, paddy, egg and one or two more similar products. I ma^ inforxA 
th^ Hon’ble Minister and the meml>ers of this House that in foreign 
countries different Acts are passed and have been passed with regard 
to different agricultural products and other articles, say, for wheat, 
cotton, egg, meat, vegetables, but I find that the Government of 
Bengal for the last two years is bringing one and the same kind of Bill 
m respect of all articles that we can possibly imagine. This should 
have been avoided at least this time. I submit, Sir, that the demand 
of the people is that sufficient marketing facilities should be given to 
the })easantry, so that the peasantry may get better prices for their 
money crops, Ih-caiise if they can gef better prices, the economic con- 
dition of the country as a whole will be improved. Otherwise the 
Government will not be able to improve the economic condition of thi 
L'ountry. You know, Sir, that in 19d2 while considering tlie ^[uestion 
[)f impn)ving the economic condition (d' the country Government came 
to a decision that they could tackle the problem of improvement of 
the economic ecmdition (d the country if they could only tackle the 
problem of the price of jute uhich is the chief money crop of Bengal, 
and that is why the Finlow Committee was appointed in 19d2. Sir, 

1 again draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the very import- 
ant fact that if they cun tackle the problem of this money crop, I mean 
jute, and a few other money crops, then they will l)e able to tackle the 
problem (d* improvement of the economic condition of the country, 
which is one of the objects of this Bill. Then, Sir, I do not know what 
benefit Government will get from roping in the markets all over the 
province, big and small, having them registered once and getting the 
registrations renewed every three years, and also from licensing all 
markets, big and small, all over the province. This will only create 
confusion and discontfnt in the country. The members to my opposite 
should not think that all markets in the country are owned by zemindars 
again.st whom they have started a tirade. There are many hats and 
bazars which are owned by agriculturists also. In rhar area and in 
heel area it is mostly the agriculturists who are the owmers of markets,. 
Now, Sir, if Government go on controlling these markets with no 
appreciable benefit in return, then they will simply drive them to 
desperation. 

Then, Sir, we find that under the provisions of this Bill Govern- 
ment wants to improve the communication and sanitary condition of 
markets. But may I enquire of the Hon’ble Minister what average 
income the proprietors gel from markets of this province? Except- 
ing the Calcutta markets and some other rnufassal markets, 
take it from me that the average income of tlie proprietors of 
a very few markets is more than Rs. 100 a year. With that Rs. 100 
how can you expect the proprietors to improve the communication and 
sanitary condition of the markets? It nmiv ku» tliof flio miVtliA 
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who go^to the hats for marketing want better sanitary conditions and 
better roads, but is it a fact that the agriculturists who go there for 
selling their articles want Ijetter sanitary conditions and better roads 
and other amenities like that, or do they demand proper and sufficient 
provisions under State control, so that they may get better prices for 
theii- products? Instead of providing for any such measure which 
might enhance the prices of land products, Government propos>e to 
better the communication and sanitary condition of the markets I It 
is an irony of fate. Then again, I think the people who will go to 
markets to sell their goods after this Bill is passed into law, will have 
to pay a larger amount of rent tliau they are paying* at present to meet 
the costs of improvemenf of markets under this law. 1 have gathered, 
Sir, that the agriculturists who go to the village markets for selling 
their goods do not generally grumble at paying rent. Of course, there 
are instances where the rents have been liigli, but invariably in all 
such (iases, rival hats iiave been started by the agriculturists very nea'^ 
those hats to avoid ])aymeut of high rents. But under this Bill they 
will l)e forced to pay high rents. Then, there is the system of paying 
tola, the taking of which should certainly be made illegal. Realisa- 
tion of unauthorised trade allowances also should be made illegal. 
For these two things, one short Bill would have been sufficient. 
Instead of making a mess of the whole thing in one Bill (iovernineiit 
should have brought an independent Bill to make exaction of tolas 
and unauthorised trade allowances illegal. 

Then, Sir, Government want to imblish reliable information as to 
prices and other marketing information. That does not recjuire a Bill 
of this nature. Government could do it otherwise. Even now they 
can puKlish such informations through Union Boards. If these j^rovi- 
sions are eliminated from this Bill, the provisiojis of the registration 
and lii‘(‘nsing of markets and the standardisations of grades and weights 
and measures only remain. Now, Sir, may I enquire how will this 
standardisation of grades and weights and measures be controlled by 
Government? Will not Government re(juire the help of a specially 
trained staff to regulate the standardisation of grades in respect of 
articles like jute? Will not the verif](‘ation of weights and measures 
also iv(]iMre a specially trained staff? These measures involve great 
financial obligation on the part of Government. But Government have 
not stated anywhere how this exi)enditure will be met. I presume that 
it will be met by raising* fees in the markets. If that is the intention, 

I would advise the lion ble Minister not to press this Bill furtlier and 
to drop it, beeause if these costs are met out of fees to be realised from 
the markets, it will drive the peasantry towards revolution. But I am 
diffident of the Bill being dropped. How’ever, as a friend of the 
Hon ’ble Minister 1 would advise him to refer the Bill back to the same 
Select rommittee for consideration of the points I have raivsed. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I rise to oppose tlie ameiulinent proposed by 
my friend Mr. Hashemy. This Jiill in certain forms has been before 
us for about two and a lialf years and I con^^ratulate the Government 
on at last having a simple lUll which, so far as I can see, will effect the 
objects which trovernimuit had in their mind when they brought in 
their first Hill which was completely impracticable. I reserve my other 
remarks to the disc'ussion on the clauses of the Bill. 1 merely wish 
to register my dissent and opposition to my friend Mr. Hashemy 's 
amendment. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 add a few 

pleasant words to the unpleasant words which fell from my friend 
Mr. Siirendra Xatli Biswas? In doing so, my first sweet word is that 
I am not amazed, and my party is not surprised, at the lavish congra- 
tulation which has been eli(‘ited from my friend Mr. Morgan of the 
European Group. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: 1 was not lavish. I could have said more 
than I did. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Ms iriend was very lavish 
in hi*! congratulations. The history of this Bill is very fresh in our 
mimls. The anc(*stor of this Bill, the Agricultural Broduce Markets 
Bill, \\ii> conceived in a fit of enthusiasm by the Ministerial Benches 
and e\e(‘pting the details, the spirit of the Bill was also jiatronised by 
my tritouls to the left, I mean the Kuropean (iroup. But that Bill, 
Sir, dashed against a bedrock of opjiosition and dashed against the 
op])o>ition which was formidable and unassailable and at tliat tiim* the 
Minister concerned in his wisdom thought it fit to droj) the Bill. We 
thought that the Minister also in his wisdom vould pursue a new Bill 
which would not only meet the demands of the o])})osition but which 
w’ould alx) be acceptable to the people outside. But, Sir, my next 
sweet word is that we have been disajipointed because in the first place 
the Bill does not touch the fringe of the problem with wliicdi the people 
are confronted and in the .second jdace the Bill is scanty, it is scrappy, 
it i- impel feet and it is incomplete. Mr. Sj)eaker, Sir, certainly we 
would welcome the overhauling of the body of the markeds.**" But then 
the body of the markets is the lea.st part of the jirohlem with the 
numerous agriculturi.sts who have got to assemhle there day in day out. 
I know. Sir, that a lavatory in the market or a urinal might be helpful 
to people assembling there. But then, Sir, that is a })roblem which 
should he tackled after the agriculturists have been given some real 
food. If their kitchen is first tackled, there will be time enough to 
tackle the lavatory and the latrine hereafter. But I submit that the 
Ministry in its usual desire to have a stage acted before the public has 
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in its nSual way performed the usual blunder. Government have tried 
to (latch the imagination of the people and in trying to do so as their 
ideas are very hazy as their conceptions are imperfect, they have hit 
at the points of blunder and have disregarded the points which ought 
to have been tackled in the proper spirit. Market is not a place 
which is a club for recreation, for people assemble there not merely 
for the fun of it. People go there in their anxiety to fetch some 
price. May 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister concerned and throUgli him 
my friends of tlie Coalition Party whether even a fraction of the 
o])jective Ims really been achieved by this Bill'' I put it to my friends 
of the Coalition Party: are they able to satisfy their constituents 
that they are going to benefit by this piece of legislation, that is 
to say, they are going to get better and surer prices? The 
answer is clearly in the negative. Just imagine a poor man with weak 
limbs loaded with some vegetable products running, or I should say 
hopping, to the market in his anxiety to get a price there. There is n 
big shower of rain and the customers do not come in. What will he 
do with that load? Will he come back with that load of vegetable 
products to his hoii.se only to tell his wife that on ac'coimt of the fury 
of Rain-God he has been disappointed so far as the day's journey i& 
concerned? (Mr. (i. Mor(;.\n : Force imijcurel) Force majeurel 
That is how the rich people have always exploited the poor people in 
the name of God, in the name of force viajeurc, and in the name of 
accidents. We know, Sir, to our dismay — I am thankful to my 
friend Mr. Morgan for this interjection — we know, Sir, that there is 
force imjeure and that there are accidents. But the pity of it is that 
accidents always happen to the benefit of one class and to the detriment 
of another. Sir, we on this side of the House want to turn the wheel 
of accidents. We want to see that accidents nowadays happen to the 
prejudice of the other class and to the advantage of this class. Gur 
grief is, our sorrow is, that the Ministry which is being piloted by a 
party who has come with the .suft’erage of the teeming millions is still 
steering the wheel of accidents which has always been to the benefit 
of the vested interests. We on this side of the House want to see that 
there must be an end of this regime. 

Coming back to the old question, I was just asking my friends to 
visualise the position of the poor cultivator with his load of vegetable 
products coming back disappointed? This i.s not a matter of one day 
only. This is a matter which will happen to him almost every day. 
There may be some sort of force m>ajeure. What is the remedy? My 
friend Mr. Suren dra Nath Biswas has just pointed out that there 
must be a godown in which at least the cultivator can keep his own 
products even if he cannot find shelter for himself there for a night or 
two. The holding power of the producer must be increased and for 
increasing that holding power you must make arrangements for a 
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comfortable godown in the market so that people can put the^r com- 
rngdities there on the off chance of getting a better price on the next 
day or on the day following. This is only one of the ways in which 
the Bill could have been improved and this is one of the instances in 
which the Bill may be said to have failed. 

I know, Sir, that there are weights and measures which really 
prejudice the cultivator in the market. They must be remedied by all 
means. I know that the conditions in the market are far from sanitary 
and the sanitary conditions must be improved. To that extent I 
welcome the spirit and the letter of the law. But, then, to deal with 
only a fragment of the problem which ('onfronts the people at 
large. I submit, Sir, is onl> tinkering with the problem; it is insulting 
the problem which ought to have been grapi)led in its real magnitude. 
I submit, in that view of the matter we on this side of the House must 
offer our o])positi<ui to tin* Bill and must instruct the Hon’ble Minister 
to see his way in getting an improvement of the whole matter. Merely 
improving ihe body and the structure of the market in the j)hysiologicaI 
sense will be of no avail. You must improve the spirit and life of the 
market; you must [)ut more nutrition into it, sojne more glucose into 
it, so tliat people may live there and get some benefit out of it. I am 
not worried by the fact that a particular market may be the i)roperty 
of a landlord or it may be the property of a person less than a landlord. 
But what worries me is that the control which has been given through 
this propf)sed measure is a control which will ultimately go to the 
(jovernment instead of giving the control to the working classes and 
the peasants and the agriculturists themselves. I do not understand 
why it would be necessary to introduce a new body for controlling the 
market by the Government. Why not leave it to the union boards 
which are functioning in the villages? The union boards are the 
battle-grounds for petty vanities. You can give the union boards more 
work, you can make them function in a healthier way to the ultimate 
benefit of the people. Wliy don’t you place these markets in the 
hands of the union boards, a portion of which at least consists of the 
representative.s of the people? I submit, the control which will be 
exercised will ultimately be not to the benefit of the people for whose 
interest this Bill profe.sses to have been conceived. Sir, the name of 
the Bill is a misnomer. Instead of calling it the Markets Regulation 
Bill it would he proper to call it the Markets Gontrol Bill, because the 
regulation of markets has really receded to the background and it ia 
only the control that has come to the forefront. 

Sir, before 1 resume my seat I would offer a suggestion which I did 
at a previous stage of this Bill when it was introduced in this House. 
Sir, Bengal is suffering from low prices of commodities, and so the 
markets must be places in which there should not merely be a guarantee 
against pilfering tolls and all these things, they should not only be 



MARKETS REGULATION BILL. [13th Aug., 


52 

liberated from the exploitation of the overlords but these markets 
ehould be the guarantee places against gradually decreasing and 
declining prices. On the other occasion my honourable and learned 
friend the Hon’ble Minister came with the reply that prices must be 
governed by the law of demand and supply. They are, to a certain 
<jxtent, no doubt, but then they can be controlled by human agencies. 
Even the laws of nature are being controlled by human agencies for 
the benefit of mankind, and I am not prepared to believe that a power- 
ful Government, while functioning, cannot regulate the law of demand 
and supply in such a way that it may be ultimately helpful for the 
people at large. My friend probably will reply that artificial regula- 
tion of the prices will raise a cry from certain quarters. Let him not 
be deterred by that because he will not be introducing a new thing. 
As a matter of fact, there is dictation of prices from somewhere. For 
•example, jute prices are dictated and they are dictated at the top. 
There are certain crojis which are money crops, e.p., cotton, in the case 
of which price is dictated from the top. There are certain other crops 
which can be converted into money crops 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will not enter into this (question in 
detail. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL; All right, Sir Bui my 

suggestioji to the Hon’ble Minister will be — let him not be scared 
away by the threat of price control because, after all, price is controlled 
■somewhere. Our suggestion is that instead of keeping the iu’i(‘es of 
staple goods and mone\ crops at the mercy ot the capitalists, let us 
have regulation ot price somewhere at the bottom, let us go ahead 
witli the idea md only of markets improved geograpliicall\ territorial- 
ly and physiologically but let us also proceed with the idea of improv- 
ing the markets for gidting better prices for the commodities and for 
better prosperity of the people who with their blood produce these 
things. 

With these words. Sir, 1 su]>}K)rt the motion for recommittal. 

The Hon»ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, m> friend the 
mover of this motion, Mr. Hashemy, was frank enough to admit that 
his real object was to o])]>ose the consideration of the Bill and not 
actually to recommit the Bill to the same Select Committee. But my 
friend Mr. Biswas, seems really to believe that if the Bill is recom- 
mitted t(» the vSelect Committee, the Bill will be improved. 1 do not 
know how the Bill can be improved by its recommittal to the same 
Select Committee. Sir, the Select Committee will be bound by the 
scope of the Bill. My friend has given several very large orders which 
are absolutely beyond the scope of the Bill. (Mr. Surendea Nath 
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Biswas: I know.) Therefore, if the Bill is recommitted to tSe same 
Select Committee, the Select Committee will neither be in a position 
to* enlarge the scope of the Bill nor to enter into the large questions 
which mv friend, Mr. Biswas, has raised in the course of this debate. 
Therefore, so far as his contention stands, I think tliere is no reason 
why this Bill should be recommitted to the same Select Committee. 

Then, Sir, some of my friends have said that this Bill does not go 
very far, but my friend, Mr. Biswas, thinks tliat in certain respects 
it goes too far: it comprehends a large number of commodities, and so 
he thinks it goes too far. His argument is that we •should begin with 
one 01 two commodities. T submit that had we begun with jute and 
paddy only, my friend would perhaps have been the first person tt) come 
forward and say, ‘‘Here is a silly (lovernment who are dealing only 
with jute and paddy in sj)ite of the fact that our cultivators produce 
so many other articles." 

So far as the attitude of iny friends opposite is concerned, they are 
determined to opinise ever\ thing that will be put forward from this 
side t>f the House, and their ingenuity will never fail them to bring 
forward arguments in favour of whatever proposition they stand for. 
Then, Sir. there are others who say that this Bill does not go far 
enougli. I admit that this Bill has its own limitations. Some of them 
seem to think that ever> ill that the poor cultivator suffers from should 
be remedi(‘d by means of a Markets Regulation Bill. That, again, is 
a tall order which, I think, no (iovernment on earth (‘ould accede to. 
But I would at the same time submit that this Bill is a very substantial 
meuNUte. and it will do away ^itb most of the outstanding marketing 
giievanccN of the cultivators of this province. And what are -those 
grievaiicesjt One of their grievances is, and that is a substantial 
grievance, that the\ ate victims of various abuses and o])pressions in 
iho mat kef ^. Tliey do not get a fair price for llieir eommodities on 
account of -the conditions now cAisling there. VariiUis illegal realisa- 
tioii^ aie made fium them: dedm-tions an* made from the ])rice8 
]-e<-eived. and thereby tlie\ are de])rived of a fair i)riee for their coin- 
nmdi1ie>. It is abu.Ne> of this nature that the Bill seek?^ to remeds, and 
I would leave it to the Hoiist* to consider whether it is not a very 
salutary mea^ure whereby such jiraetiees can he i)ut a stop to. 

Then, Sir, there is anotlier grievance. I urn surprised to hear 
from Mr. Sanyal that the condition of our markets, needs no improve- 
ment — 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I have never said that 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry to say that of late there has been loo 
much of interruption.s whenever a member of the Treasury Bench 
speak.> in tliis House. You have had your say, Mr. Sanyal, without a 
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single interruption, and it is really a bad babit to interrupt others. I 
sincerely hope to see this practice being put a stop to once for all. It 
is really a painful duty on my part to say, ' ‘Order, please,’’ whene\^e’* 
there are interruptions. 


The Hon»ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, he said that people 
do not go to markets for recreation. I understood from that that he 
does not think it to be important at all that the conditions prevailing 
in our markets in the mufassal need any improvement for the time 
being. Sir, those who are acquainted with the state of things prevailing 
in the mufassal markets know' very well that in many of the markets 
conditions are appalling. There is no drinking water to be had. The 
sanitnry conditions are of such a nature tlnit if a citizen of Calcutta 
actually visited one of those markets, he w'ould be simply taken aback. 
There is no privy; there are no drains. In the rainy season if you 
go there you w’ill see that the roads and paths are full of mud and 
impassable. There are no sw’eepers in many of the markets. Even in 
a month many of the market places are not swept. (Interruptions 
from Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order please, Mr. Biswas. That is an interrup- 
tion of the proceedings of the House. I have given warning that there 
should be no cross talks. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Those of mv friends 
who think that conditions prevailing in the mufassal markets need not 
be looked into, that they need no improvement, I would slibmit that 
they are not acquainted with the conditions prevailing in our mufassal 
markets. I would submit, Sir, that it is a crying need that the condi- 
tions should be improved and this Bill seeks to improve those condi- 
tions. 

Then, Sir, some of my friends have further argued that prices should 
be controlled by means of a Bill like this. That was never the intention 
of Government. The control of prices is in itself a very important 
and large 8ubje(‘t. If that could be taken up that should be taken up 
by means of a separate measure. That cannot be incorporated in a 
Bill which seeks to improve the conditions prevailing in the mufassal 
markets and which seeks to do away with the abuses prevailing in those 
places. 

Sir, I do not think I should enter into the other arguments that 
have been advanced by my friends opposite. I would only remind the 
House that after this Bill was introduced it was deliberately referred 
to a Select Committee by this House. Now it is too late in the day to 
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say tliat either the Bill should be thrown away or it should b# recom- 
mitted to the same Select Committee. The Select Committee has not 
effected any change of a serious nature which entitles the House to 
reconsider its previous decision. 

I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that the Bengal 
Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, be recommitted to the same Select Com- 
mittee was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bengal 
Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select Committee, 
be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

, The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
(•lause 2, lor sub-clause {/), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(/) ‘Agricultural produce’ means and includes jute and any other 
produce of agriculture which the Provincial Government 
may, by notifi(‘ation in the Official Gazette, declare to be 
agricultural produce for the purposes of this Act.” 

Sir, 1 will not dwell at length on this amendment. The reasons 
which I would give in support of my amendment 1 have already given 
wdiile 1 spoke in sup])ort of the motion for recommittal. 

Sir, T want and I would again request the Government to concentrate 
tlieir attention first on jute and then on a very few agricultural products 
80 far as this Bill is concerned. If they do so, there is no bar to accept 
my amendment. My ameiidintmt does not debar any other agricultural 
produce to be included within this Bill, but I have only left the dis- 
cretion with the Government. If Government think that after regu- 
lating the market for jute they should regulate the market for other 
agricultural products also, they may do so even if my amendment is 
accepted. 

With these words I commend my amendment to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 3Ir. Abul Fazl, are you going to move amend- 
ment Xos. 7-9? 
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Mr^ MO. ABUL FAZL: Yes, Sir. 

Mfi SPEAKER” But how can “dolls and idols’^ come witbin 
“agricultural produce” ^ 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Because they are made of 

wood, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have tried to rack my brain to find ou< liow 
“dolls and idols” can come witbin “agricultural produce”. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause '2 (/), 
in line 2, after the word “agriculture” the word “sericulture” be 
inserted. 

Sir, I also beg to move 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid country boats, dolls and idolN are 
beyond the scope of tlie Bill. You can move up to “bamboo”. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: All right, Sir. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Do you mean to say, Sii-, 
that dolls are not necessary in this dcdl’s house: (Laughter.) 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
2 (1) {(i), in line 2, after the word “fish” the words “meat, bones, 
thatching straw and bamboo*’ be inserted. All these things require 
protection. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may 1 say a few words^ 

I would request you to put these sub-clauses after the amendments to 
the clause are finished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is anything interlocked, I shall con- 
sider that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose these 
amendments. As regards amendment Xo. 3, I have already indicated 
the Government view that we do not like to limit the definition of 
agricultural produce as proposed by my honourable friend, and there is, 

I think, hardly any necessity for such a proposal. 

As regards amendment Xo. 4, products of sericulture need hardl> 
be included within the definition of agricultural produce. Honourable 
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members will kindly see that this Bill does not limit itself only to agri- 
cultural produce. This is a Markets Regulation Bill and not agricul- 
tvYal products alone will come under its purview. From that point of 
view, I think, Sir, that we might as well do away with the definition of 
agricultural produce from this Bill. Only for certain limited purposes- 
we have included agricultural j>roduce in the definition clause. 

The pjotion of Mr. Surendra Nath Bi.swas that in clause 2, for sub- 
clause (7), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(7) ‘Agricultural produce' means and includes jute and any other 
prodiu'e of agriculture wliicli the Provincial Government 
may, by notificalion in the Ofiicial Gazette, declare to bo 
agricultural produce for the purposes of this Act.” 


was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2 (7), in line 2^ 
after the word “agriculture” the word “sericulture” be inserted, was- 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2 (7) (a), in line 2, 
after the word “fish” the words “meat, bones, thatching straw and 
bamboo” be inserted, was then j)ut and lost. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to mave that in clause 2 (2), 
in line o, after tin* word “otiicers” the words “e.vcept police oliicers’^ 
be inserted. 

Sir, in this sub-clause “lns])ecting ofticers” mean any officer autho- 
rised or appointed by the Provincial (iovernment in this behalf. They 
include all District Magistrates, Subdivisional Officers and Circle Officera 
and other officers are also givmi power. So, we want to exclude police 
officers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid your motion is wrong. That expla- 
nation should have been given much earlier. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, it says “any officer appointed by 
Government”. AVe want to e.xclude police officers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean that it should be any officer appointed 
by Government in this behalf excepting police officers. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Yes, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose thi» 
amendment. 
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TW motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2 (2), in line 5, 
after the word “officers” the words “except police officers” be insert^ed, 
was then put and lost. 

Mr* 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: Sir, amendment No. 14 is a 
consequential amendment. So, I would request you not to put this 
amendment before clause 2A is finished. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think it will not be necessary to move this 
amendment. Automatically all these amendments will go out. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: If clause 2A is passed by 
this House, then this amendment falls through. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. What about amendment No. 15? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I would like to move 
amendment No. 15 along with amendment No. 34. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendment No. 34 cannot come in; it is out of 
order, becaust‘ it is in conflict with sub-clause (.1) (o). 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8: No, Sir. You will find from 
the nature of the report that has been presented by the Select Committee 
that the word “market” is used to mean dift'ercnt things in difierent 
sections. 

Sir, there has been an omission of the word “also” in line 2 of my 
amendment No. 34. Will you kindly allow me to insert this, because 
r find that the word “also” is not there. The amendment should be: 
In sections 8, 9, 10 — I am reading amendment No. 34 — and sub-section 

•(2) of section 11 A, a/so any place and so on. Perhaps it was my 

own mistake. 1 would request you to allow me to add this word. 
What 1 mean is tliis 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I jet me dispose of this amendment first. So far 
as amendment No. 34 is concerned, I am doubtful if sub-clause (3) (a) 
is carried, amendment No. 34 at all arises. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bi8WA8; It does arise, Sir. I want 
to speak a few words on this subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall consider later how it arises when amend- 
ment No. 34’s turn comes. If you want to move amendment No. 15, 
you can move it now. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister says he accepts it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Let me move my amend- 
ment, Sir. 

* I beg to move that in sub-clause (3) (a) of clause 2, in line 1, after 
the figure* “9”, the figure “10” be inserted. 

If the Minister accepts it, then I need not argue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I accept the amend- 
ment. 

The motion was then jiut and agreed to. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (3) (a), in line 3, for the word “persons” the words “members 
of the public” be substituted. 

Sir, my intention in moving this amendment is only to improve the 
definition of the word “market” so that the definition may cover only 
those places which the Government intend should be covered thereby. 
As the definition stands at present, it is any place at which persons ordi- 
narily assemble. In the previous discussions that took place in this 
House, some doubt was expressed that as it stands the definition may 
include offices and other private places where business is carried on. 
It was not the intention of Government as has often been expressed 
in this House to include those places in the word “market”. It was 
only for want of a better exjiression that could occur to anybody that 
the word “persons” was retained in the definition and an endeavour 
was made to substitute the word “persons” by the word “agricul- 
turists” to make the meaning clear. An objection was taken that if 
the word “agriculturists” be substituted in pla(‘e of the word 
“persons” then persons other than agriculturists also went to the 
markets and those places might be outside the purview of the word 
“market” and that was certainly not the intention. I suppose, Sir, 
that if the words “members of the public” be substituted in place of 
the word “persons”, the whole object would be gained in a very neat 
manner and I do hope that Government wdll accept this amendment 
and make the definition of the word “market” clear beyond all 
possible doubt. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Khaitan. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us hear your opposition after the adjourn- 
^ ment. ' 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

5 
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(After adjournment.) 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
Mr. Khaitan is afraid that the godowns and warehouses belonging to the 
jute mills and to the jute traders will be included within this definition 
of “market”; so, in order to exclude the jute godowns from the opera- 
tion of sections 8, 9, 11, 11 A, IIB, he has put in this amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Provided that no sale takes place there. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But sale takes place in the 
godowns. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then they come in. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But in jute godowns members 
of the public do not assemble. The owner of the godown purchases and 
the jute-grower sells jute there. 

Mr, 8PEAKER. Any purchaser is a member of the public. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But, 1 am afraid, that is not 
the correct interpretation. If such a question comes up before a court, 
do you think that the court will hold that if a jute-grower goes to sell 
his jute to the godown of a trader, that godown will be treated as a 
“market” within the meaning of this definition? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, if a sale takes place there. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: But I do not think so. Any 
way, Mr. Khaitan is afraid that unless this definition is amended as 
suggested by his amendment, the jute godowns will become “markets” 
under this definition. So, in order to exclude the jute godowns — 
whether they belong to the mills or traders — from the operation of sec- 
tions 8, 9, 11, llA, IIB, he has put in this amendment. Sir, in my 
view, these .godowns should not be so excluded. You say, Sir, that the 
definition will include jute godowns. That is the reason why 
Mr. Khaitan wants to exclude jute godowns from the operation of those 
sections, and for that purpose has put in this amendment. Sir, I 
oppose it. My reasons are that if any jute is sold in a godown belonging 
to a mill or to any trader, the jute-grower must get the benefits of 
the standardisation of grades which are contemplated in section 10 and 
of standard weights as contemplated in sections 11, 11 A, IIB, but he will 
not get those benefits if the jute godowns are excluded. Then, with 
regard to section 8 which deals witb trade allowances, the position will 
be also the same. At the jute godown the jute-grower will have to 
pay these allowances even though these will not be allowed by the law. 
Unless and until the jute godown is included within the meaning of 
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this definition, the trader and the mill will continue to realise trfe trade 
allowances as they are doing now. For these reasons I submit that the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Khaitan be not accepted and that godowns 
be included within the meaning of the definition of “market^\ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I did 
not hear that Mr. Khaitan raised the specific question of ‘^godowns**' 
by means’ of this amendment. Probably he or some other member of 
this House may raise that question later on in connection with some 
other amendment. There are relevant amendments to that effect, but, 
so far as this amendment is concerned, I do not know whether 
Mr. Khaitan did raise the question of godowns. Personally, Sir, I do 
not think that if the word “persons” is replace<l by the words “members 
of the public”, the situation will, in any way, improve, because persons 
who assemble there are also members of the public, and, therefore, that 
will actually give no help to Mr. Khaitan. But if the apprehension is 
that private godowns situated outside market areas are likely to be 
treated as markets, I am qt once dispel the impression that it is not 
the Government’s idea to incdude those places within the definition of 
“market” for purjwses of licensing or registering those places. Then, 
so far as the other general provisions of the Bill are concerned, namely, 
the applicxition of the clause relating to trade allowances as well as 
otlier operative clauses of the Bill regarding weights and meiisures, 
etc., I cun assure you that these provisions will be applicable wherever 
transactions take {ilace. I would also like to point out to the House 
that in this Bill there is one .saving clause in the proviso which says 
that any place or class of places wdiich the Provincial Government 
may, by notification, declare not to be a market shall not be deemed 
to be a market for purposes of this Act”. In the previous Bill, 
honourable members may remember that the definition was framed in 
such a way that it might be said that even stray shops and stalls in the 
streets of Calcutta or in any other place might be included within the 
definition of “markets” ! Government saw the difficulty and therefore 
the proviso has been added and the definition now stiinds in such a way 
that these godowuis and similar other private places will come in for 
general purposes only. If, however, there is any danger of including 
those places within the definition of “market” for purposes of licensing 
or registering them, then Government by the power given to them by 
that proviso will declare that these will not be markets for purposes of 
registration or licensing. I take it that in that view my friend, 
Mr. Biswas * 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Pamgraph 2(3)(a) to which 
the amendment has been proposed does not relate to licensing or 
^ registration. It refers to standardization of grades and standard 
weights and other things. 
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Th^ Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am sorry, Sir; I sea 
that. Thfere is that larger question in the minds of my honourable 
friends that I have seen from the various amendments that they have 
tabled. 

As far as I know, their objection is not directed to these abuses 
being stopped in these godowns or any other place where transactions 
take place, but their objection is that these places should not be 
subjected to registration or licensing. Sir, that is not the* intention 
of Government and, if necessary, I shall make that point clearer when 
we come to certain other amendments. In fact, at this stage, I had no 
intention to take up this matter. But my friend, Mr. Biswas, has 
said that Mr. Khaitan referred to the question of godowns, although 
I did not hear Mr. Khaitan refer specifically to the question of godowns. 
As Mr. Biswas has raised this question, I have said all that I have got 
to say in the course of my speech on this amendment, and I hope, after 
hearing what I have just stated, my friend, Mr. Khaitan, will be 
prepared to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN; Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
assurance that hiis been given by Ihe Ilon’ble Minister, I would ask for 
the leave of the House to withdraw' my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan that in clause 2(3) (a), in 
line 3, for the word “persons’' the words “members of the public” be 
substituted, was then, by leave of the House, w'ithdrawm. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in ckiuse 2(3) (a), 
in lines 7 and 8, the wwds “which is held for more than three con- 
secutive {lays” be omitted. 

Sir, we do not like that a vieh w'hich is held for three days should 
be excluded from the operation of this Act. In 7ncl(is people are sub- 
jected to various difficulties and troubles and as it is contemplated by 
this Act that those wdio go to m-eJa^f for transacting business should be 
protected I would like to ask the Hon’ble Minister to tell us why these 
imlas which are held for three days or less have been excluded. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, the reason is 
obvious. Government do not like to include inelas wdiich are more or 
less of an ephemeral character and which last only for a day or two. 
For that to undergo all the processes of applying the provisions of this 
Act will be futile. 

Moreover, Sir, wherever inelas are held people have to take licence 
from the local bodies — the district boards. District Boards have got 
some control over them. So far as sanitary requirements are con- 
cerned, they will be met by the provisions of the Local Self-Government 
Act. We, therefore, do not think it necessary to include these 
transitory m^las within the purview of this Bill. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to moye that in 
clswse 2{3){a), after the word **hat** at the end, the words “but does 
not include an exhibition occasionally organised by a looal body or 
public committee” be added. 

Sir, I want to exclude the exhibitions occasionally org<inised by a 
looal body or public committee from the operations of this Bill. Si^, 
these exhibitions are more or less public institutions and are held for 
the development of industry and agriculture in our province. Does 
the Hon’ble Minister intend that these exhibitions are to be registered 
under section 2A ? Does the Hon’ble Minister intend that the promoters 
of these exhibitions shall be liable to submit any information that 
Government may require under section 9? Does the Hon’ble Minister 
intend that the promoters of exhibitions shall have to maintain samples 
of standard grades or weights in those places? If he does not mean 
all thcvse things, then he should exclude these exhibitions which are 
in fact industrial or agricultural or Ixdh and are organised by looal 
committees and local bodies in Calcutta and mufas84il. So, I submit 
that my amendment should be accepted by the Hou’ble Minister if he 
wants to avoid giving unnecessary troubles to these bodies. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, my friend has 
worded his amendment in such a way that it cannot be accepted. Hie 
wants to exclude exhibitions occasionally organised by a local body or 
public committee. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Biswas certainly knows the instance of his own 
district. There usually an exhibition is held every ymr and when an 
exhibition is held, the bazar is transferred to the exhibition ground and 
the exhibition and the bazar take place together and it is held there 
for more than a month. Therefore, if a place like that is excluded, I 
think the purpose of the Act will be frustrated to tliat extent, but 
certainly Government have no intention that an agricultural exhibition 
will have to be registered under section 2A. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: How to remedy this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is doubtful whether 
these will come within the definition of “market”. There people do 
not assemble for the purpose of purchase and sale. That is not the 
main purpose. The main purpose is something else. That is of a 
subsidiary nature. 


Mr. 8PEAKER. Government agreed to it on principle. Why not 
put it on the same basis, namely, provided it is not held in the market 
place and provided it does not go beyond a certain number of days? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is not possible. 
If it is not held in a market place, it will also not meet all cases. 
Instances I have cited where the bazar is transferred to a place which 
is not a market place. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, as you suggested, a 
proviso may be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I then propose 
that it may be left over. If we find that there is any lacuna, then we 
shall think over it and ask your permission, if necessary, to move a 
fresh amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Put a clause later on. If you think that a clause 
like this should be added, you can add a new section, namely, notwith- 
standing anything contained in the Act, it will not apply to a market 
organised for such a purpose. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Just as you like. Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This clause must be disposed of. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; So far as it stands in 
the present form, I oppose it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, may I point out 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are disposing of this item, but if Government 
agree then later on they can put in a dmft by which exhibitions may 
be excluded from the operations of this Act under certain contingencies 
and that may be done by a new clause — notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Act, it will not cover exhibitions, etc. There will be 
no bar to it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, have you considered the 
point that I have raised? You should not put paragraph (a) of sub- 
clause (d) to vote now because we have got an amendment deleting 
clause 3A. So, if clause 2 A is deleted and at the same time this 
paragmph (a) is accepted, then there may be an anomaly. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This must be disposed of. You must make a 
decision whether you want this or that. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I draw the 
attention of the House to one thing? Actually no new clause will be 
necessary because there is tliat proviso to which I already drew the 
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attention of the House. There Government are being given power to 
exclude certain places or classes of places from the definition of 
* ‘market”. The power is there. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, there is that power. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to submit that *if 
you put paragraph {a) of sub-clause (J) to vote now and if it is carried 
now, it will be carried with the figure and the letter ”2A” although 
there are amendments for deleting clause 2A. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, this is probably the tenth time I am 
telling you that this is purely a definition. Accepting (3) (a) does not 
mean that we are bound to put in 2A. If you really want to delete or 
substitute 2A, you can do it even at the third reading stage. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2(3)(a), in lines 7 
and 8, the words “which is held for more than three cx)nsecutive days” 
be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 2(d) (a), 
after the word at the end, the words “but does not include an 

exhibition occasionally organised by a local lK>dy or public committees” 
be added, was then put and lost. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I want your permission 
to move my amendment No. 34 with the addition of the word “also” 
in line 2 after the figure and letter llA. My intention is 

Mr, SPEAKER: Let me understand your point. Do you want to 
add a new paragraph : market means 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. It will read as— 
“Market means in sections 8, 9, 10 and sub-section (2) of section llA 
also any place where tran.siictions of purcliase and sale in respect of any 
agricultural produce are made for the purposes of trade or industry.” 

In these sections I want to provide that market should also mean 
any place where transactions of purchase and sale in respect of any 
agricultural produce are made for the purposes* of trade or industry. 
My apprehension is that if the question comes up before a Court as to 
whether the definition of “market” includes “jute godown” where 
transactions are made between mills, or traders and jute-growers, 
whether this place should be regarded as a market or not and if the 
Court decides that that is not the intention of the definition, then. Sir, 

I am afraid 
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Mfa SPEAKER! me see if the word “also” is in the original 
draft. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: This is a simple thing, Sir. 
With your permission I want to add only one word. 

' Mr. SPEAKER: No; that will be a very substantial change. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: If the word is not in my 

original draft then the mistake is entirely mine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What worries me is not the additional word 
“also”, but whether it affects the entire structure of the Bill. Here 
there is a definition of the word “market” which you have accepted 
in sections 2A, 8, 9, 11, llA and IIB. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir. In sections 2A to 
IIB “market” means any place and so on, but I want to say that in 
those sections excepting of course section 2A “market” also means 
any place where transactions of purchase and sale in respect of any 
agricultural produce are made for the purjwse of trade or industry, so 
that beyond doubt jute godowns shall be included in the operation of 
those sections and not for other sections, registration or licence, 
etc. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that the office of the jute 
godown will also be included? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It means any place where 
purchase and sale take place. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturally; because you can take it from me that 
in the case of Calcutta business transactions of actual purchase and 
sale take place in the respective offices of the business firms. It is 
only to inspect the commodity that the businessmen go to the godown. 
I am only pointing out the defects and dangers of your amendment. 
As this amendment stands, it will not include the jute godown, because 
transactions do not take place there. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Transactions are completed 
there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; transactions are made in the offices. 

Mr. SURENDRA. NATH BISWAS: Transactions are not completed 
unless delivery is made. If the delivery is made at the house of the 
purchaser, then how do you give the benefit of this section to the seller? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: With that I am not concerned. I am only point- 
ing out that this amendment of yours will not catch the jute godown 
which you want or any other godown; this will only catch the office. 
Take, for instance, the office of the Imperial Bank of India where 
transactions between two companies take place or the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank where you go as a purchaser and I as a seller; tran- 
saction is completed there and then delivery is made in the godown. 
Therefore it will not catch the godown. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I did not think of this 
question from that point of view. If that is the interpretation then I 
submit that this may be passed over. 

Mr, SPEAKER: No ; you must move it and I must dispcvse of it 
first. I am permitting you to move it ; I am not holding it out of order, 
because I quite understand your point. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: ’TWTT 

I 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It will not help Suren Babu. 
It will help the jute-grower who will otherwise l>e denied tlie benefit of 
standard weights, etc. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou move it. I am only p^)inting out the 
dangers. That’s all. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then let this be put to vote. 
If Government do not include jute godown in the definition of market, 
then let them take the re.siKuisibility. 

Sir, I beg to move that after paragraph (a) of sub-clause (J) of 
clause 2, the following new {xiragraph be inserted, namely: — 

*'ial) in sections 8, 9, 10 and sub-section (2) of section llA, also any 
place where transactions of purchase and sale in respect of 
any agricultural produce are made for the purpo.ses of trade 
or industry.'' 

The Hon*bl6 Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose this amend- 
ment. My friend’s apprehen.sion is that certain provisions will not 
apply to these places unless the definition of “market” is changed. 
Sir, I do not accept that view, becau.se so fur as section 8 is conoernerl — 
this is one of the most important sections and makes illegal trade 
allowance unrealisable — that will be applicable everywhere. Even if 
transactions take place at the residence of the purchaser, there also the 
trade allowance will be prohibited. So irrespective of the place where 
transactions may take place, section 8 will be applicable. 
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So far as the other section (section 9) which deals with *^power to 
obtain certain information" is concerned, that is not of very great 
importance. The information necessary may be had from the places 
which come within the existing definition of the market. Therefore , 
it is not of paramount importance. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Does not the Hon’ble Minister 
want to get information from the traders? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Traders will be in many 
places. Not only in the godowns but in other places also outside the 
market areas there will be traders. So far as information under clause 
9 is concerned, it will not be necessary to have it from each and every 
trader. Therefore, I think this amendment is not at all nec^essary. 

So far as sections 10 and 11 are concerned, our intention is that this 
should be made appliciable to markets at the outset, beoiiuse you will 
see and the House also will see that it has been provided in the Bill 
that proprietors of markets will have to keep samples of standard 
grades. Now in the private godown wliich will be outside the purview 
of market, there will be no such samples 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I do not want that. I 
want only section 11 A (2) to deal with weight. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Weight will be univer- 
sally applicable. That wull be applicable everywhere. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that after paragraph (a) 
of sub-clause (J) of clause 2, the following new^ paragraph be inserted, 
namely : — 

*'{al) in sections 8, 9, 10 and sub-section (2) of section llA, also 
any place where transactions of purchase and sale in respect 
of any agricultural produce are made for the purposes of 
trade or industry" 

was then put and a division taken w'ith the following result: — 


AYES— 20. 


AM«I Wafitd. MtHlvi. 

ANI FMI. Hr. Ni. 

•annjl, Nr. Satya friya. 
iarma, laku PrtMliari. 
ilawat, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Dai Dapta, taha Khaiaadra Nath. 
Datta Naiamiar, Mr. Niharanda. 
fd ii a l Naaaa. Kaii. 

Okaaa, Mr. Atal Kriihaa. 
Olaiaddin Ahmad. Mr. 


daJaJaddia Haihamy, Mr. tyad. 
Jaaah All Majamdar, Maatal. 
Kaada. Mr. Niihitha Nath. 
Majamdar, Mn. Hamaprata. 
Maadal. Mr. Jofaadra Nath. 
Ramiiaddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaadra. 
laayal, Mr. Saaaaka Sakhar. 
taa, Mr. Atal Ohaadra. 
tiafha, Raha Kabatra Nath. 
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AiltI Aiit, liMlaiia l|4. 

AMal Makiai. liaaivi (llyaiaaiiafh). 

AMal Makim Vikranpari. Naalvi Nd. 

Akdai Hamid, Mr. A. N. 

Akdul dabkar, Naalvi. 

Akdai Majid. Naaivi (Nymaaiingh). 

Akdulla-AI Mahmotd, Nr. 

Akdur Rahmaa, Kkaa Bahadur A. F. M. 

Akdar Rahmaa tiddi^i, Mr. 

Akdar Ramhid Mahmood, Mr. 

Akdur RaihMd, Maulvi Md. 

Akdar Raul. Khaa Bahadur Mauivi 8. (Howrah). 
Akdar Rauf, Khaa Bahadur shah (Rangpur). 
Akdai Shahood, Maulvi Nd. 

Akul Hotaia Ahmad. Mr. 

Ahmad Ali Eaayatpurl, Khaa Bahadur Mauiana. 
Ahmad Ali Mridha. Maulvi. 

Ahmad HoMin, Mr. 

Aifaiuddia Ahmad, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Mauivi Nd. 

Anwarui Aiim, Khaa Bahadur Nd. 

Bitwai, Mr. Railk Lai. 

Clark, Nr. I. A. 

Dat, Mr. Aaukul Chandra. 

Dai. Rai Sahik Kirit Bhutan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhut Bane Khanam, Bagum. 

Faziul Huq, the Han'kia Mr. A. K. 

Failul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Failur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failur Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniingh). 

Dyaiuddin Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 

Mafltuddin Cheudhuri. Maulvi. 

Mamiltan, Mr. K. A. 


Hailaa Narthad, Nn., M. t. t* 

Hawkinga. Nr. R.d. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogan. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Idrii Ahmad Mid. Maulvi. 
iipahani, Nr. M. A. H., M-B.C- 
dalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nauhrl. 
Maniuddlu Ahmad. Maulvi (TipMn). 

Nandai, Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Milai, Nr. 0. W. 

Morgan, Nr. B., C.I.E. 

Mullick, tha Han’kia Nr. Nukunda Bahary. 
Mullick. Nr. Pulin Bahary. 

Muitagawiai Haqua, Nr. 8yad. 

Naiarullah, Nawaktada K. 

Naximuddin, tha Han'kia Khwaja Bir, K.C.I.B. 
Pattingar, Mr. Q. U. 

Raikul, tha Han'kia Mr. Praianna Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddln Ahmad, Hajl. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. lyad. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sarkar, Baku Madhuiudan. 

Sarajul Itlam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Nr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Nunda. 

Spallar, Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Han'kia Nr. H. S. 

Tamiiuddln Khan, tha Hank'la Nr. 

Tafal Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. N. 


The Ayes being 20 and the Noes 68, the motion was lost. 


Mfi 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8S Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (J) (h) (i) in line 1, after the word “area” the words “any 
place at which transactions of purchase and sale of any agricultural 
produce usually take place for the purposes of trade or industry and” 
be inserted. 

My object in moving this amendment is to make it specifically clear 
that the places in Calcutta where transactions of purchase and sale of 
nny agricultural produce usually take place for the purposes of trade 
or industry are included within this Bill. 

8PEAKER; You have added the word “usually” in this 
amendment. That is all. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: If it is feared that offices and 
other places may come in unJer my amendment as it is worded, if that 
be the interpretation, I may point out that there is the proviso by 
which the Government may exclude offices and other places which 
should not be treated as markets. Now, Sir, my intention has been 
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subject to this Bill. There are godowns in the Cossipore area, in the 
Narkeldanga area and in the Hatkhola area where jute is sold. If these 
godowns are excluded from tl^e operation of this Bill, then, Sir, the 
jute-growers and other agriculturists will suffer. My intention is to 
include these places only for limited purposes — limited by the word 
“elsewhere” in the definition of market under paragraph (h). By the 
word “elsewhere”, it is meant to include a few sections only, viz.^ 
sections 4, 5, 6 and so on, except the sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 11 A and 
IIB. Many of those sections will not apply to these godowns, but I 
want only that these godowns should come within the operation of the 
operating clauses of this Bill. And with that end in view I have put in 
this amendment. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I intend to move my 
amendment that in clause 2 (.jl) (h) (u), after the word and figures 
“Act, 1932” at the end, the words “within the area of such 
Municipality” be added. 

I submit, Sir, that these words are necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think this is meaningless because “in respect 
of any other area” means that. I think the words “within the area 
of such Municipality” are redundant, and the amendment is out of order. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the proviso to clause 2 (3) (h) (U) be omitted. 

Sir, of all the amendments so far moved, this amendment deserves 
the scrutiny not only of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
but of the whole House. The proviso reads thus: “Provided that 
any place or class of places which the Provincial (xovernment may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, declare not to be a market shall 
not be deemed to be a market for the purposes of this Act”. Sir, I 
understand sub-section {3)(h) and sub-section {3){b){i) read thus — 

“(/) in respect of the Calcutta area, such building, block of 
buildings, enclosure or other area as may be declared to be 
a market place by the Provincial Government by notification 
in the Official Gazette, and 

(u) in respect of any other area any place at which persons ordi- 
narily assemble for the purchase and sale of agricultural 
produce or any other commodity and includes any fair or 
mela which is held for more th|n three consecutive days and 
any hut but does not include any such place, fair, mela 
or hat owned or managed by the Commissioners of a Muni- 
cipality constituted under the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932”. 

Sir, I do not know for what purpose Government 
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Mft SPEAKER: I think Mr. Biswas supplied the argumeift when 
perhaps you were not present. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 know that: that is 
one side of the thing but there is also another side of it. Suppose, 
there is a market of fifty years’ standing and, suppose, one fine morning 
we find tliat Government declares that it is not a market. If Governme^^t 
says that the sun rises in the west, we have got to take it as true. Every- 
thing is there in clause 2: why then does Government want this 
particular clause? I could have understood the mentality of the Hon'ble 
Minister if he Lad drafted the proviso in this way: “Provided that 
any place or class of places which the Provincial Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, declare to be a market shall be 
deemed to be a market for the purposes of this Act”. But, then, why 
has the negative side been taken into contemplation I for myself do not 
know? How did this proviso escape the notice of the members of the 
Select Committee? It may be that when this Act will become ojiera- 
tive, Government apprehends or interested parties apprehend that there 
may be licensed markets or welas in Bengal, and if they take proper 
licences under some section of this Act, Government cannot have any 
objection to these markets, mrlas, fairs or any such assemblage of 
persons; hut if the proviso is there, Government at its sweet will may 
declare that a particular place is not a market and then the question 
of taking out a licence and of other provisions of this Act will not 
arise. 1 ap])eal i)articularly to the members on my left to consider 
that in this democratic age wlien we are going to enact new laws for 
the regulation of markets, what is the necessity for this wide and 
inelastic power being given to Government for the purpose of declar- 
ing a particular place as a market or not as a market. I would ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to consider my suggestion to take away the word 
“not” from both the places and redraft it in the manner I have just 
now suggested, namely, “Provided that any place or class of places 
which the Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, declare to be a market shall be deemed to be a market for the 
purposes of this Act”. That, Sir, will be favourable to us who want 
to start new markets or rival markets in place of the old rotten markets 
run by the zamindars. That will give us a scope and help us in starting 
new markets. Here Government has taken more power as in some of 
the other sections which it is not necessary for me to dilate upon now. 
We are not prepared. Sir, to give this unlimited power to Government 
for not declaring a place that shall not be deemed to be a market as a 
market for the purposes this Act. If Government insists, let it 
withdraw this Bill and let it have full powers to deal with markets in 
any way it likes. If this power is vested in the Government, may I 
ask what is the necessity for having negative sections in this Bill? 
There is no such necessity. I would ask vou to withdraw this Bill 
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and to If’eg'ulate the markets by an Ordinance. Ordinances are there : 
the Defence of India Rules are there : you can regulate the markets 
by means of an Ordinance. In my own subdivision, Sir, rice is selling 
at a very high price ; the same is the case with piece-goods, and we 
know that if we approach the authorities, they will cite the all-pervad- 
ing Defence of India Rules: you can as well regulate your markets in 
that fashion because you have got wider powers in the Defence of India 
Rules. I submit. Sir, there is absolutely no necessity for this Bill : 
this Bill will be absolutely useless: it will be a mere cypher if you 
insist on having a proviso of this type. I would appeal to the members 
to my left at least to read this particular clause. I will read it for 
them: it is — “Provided that an}^ place or class of places which the 
Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
declare not to be a market shall not be deemed to be a market for the 
purposes of this Act”, Everything is finished: nothing is left for 
us and for the people: I would therefore ask the Government to delete 
this proviso. 

With these words, Sir, I move my amendment. 

Mft Gt MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 (3) at the 
end, the following additional proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided further that “market” does not include — 

(i) private premises owned or held under lease by traders where 
traders purchase and sell agricultural produce or any other 
commodity by private treaty amongst themselves, and where 
traders do not deal directly with agriculturists, or 

(ii) any place where persons assemble for the purchase and sale 
of tea as defined in paragraph (li) of sub-section (h) of 
section 2 of the Indian Tea Control Act, 1938”. 

The reason for this amendment is obvious and my friends evidently 
understand it by the laughter it has caused, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
support the amendment of my friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy and I 
also oppose the amendment proposed by our very good friend 
Mr, Morgan. 

Sir, with regard to this question of giving a blank charter to 
Government, we repeat our old questitfc of principle and we also 
advance new arguments for the same. Now, Sir, as a rule we do not 
approve of giving wide and unlimited powers to Government in such 
a vital matter at least. My friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has made 
it perfectly clear that with the right hand the Government is putting a 
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legislative enactment and with the left hand the Government is Reserv- 
ing; the powers of taking away the provisions of that enactment. Well, 
Sir, this is preposterous position. There was some force in the con- 
tention of my friend the Hon’ble Minister when in reply to the question 
put by my friend Mr. Abul Fazl as to why melas were being exempted 
from the operations of this Act my good friend the Hon’ble Minister 
made it clear that melas are temporary things and that they can l^e 
dealt with under the Local Self-Government Act by the District Boards 
and the local authorities. Well, the Hon’ble Minister probably knows 
as well as others that the District Boards have not got very large powers 
which the provisions of the Markets Regulation Bill would give to the 
local authorities. In any way, even conceding for the time being that 
the melas could be dealt with by the local authorities, I submit, Sir, 
that there was certainly some basis for asking for an exoneration and 
for giving the Government definite powers for definite purposes; but 
indefinite powers for indefinite purposes cannot certainly be given to 
the Government. The reason is obvious. There will be discrimina- 
tion between a market and a market and persons who have got long 
ropes of influence can very easily deal with the Ministers, approach 
the Ministers or the underlings of the Ministers and even the local 
executives can be influenced by influential people to grant them some 
exoneration, and persons with poor resources with smaller ropes of 
influence will not be able to reach either the local authorities or the 
Ministers or even tlie underlings of the Ministers. The reason is 
obvious, to quote ni} friend Mr. Morgan. The result will also be 
obvious that there will he distinction between a market and a market, 
between the proprietor of one market and the proprietor of another 
market. 

Sir, we certainly oppose to give these wide powers through the 
rule-making power, because the rules get greater im])ortance than the 
sections themselves and if the.se rules are meant to give the largest 
conceivable power to the Government which can be used even to the 
extent of undoing the statutory provisions of the Act, I cannot con- 
ceive of a more ridiculous position than this. Therefore, Sir, on this 
side of the House we would appeal to the Minister concerned not to 
insist upon this proviso l)€ing there and if there are really certain 
cogent reasons for temporary or periodical exoneration to a particular 
market from the operations of the Act, well, the powers which are 
given under the other proviso would serve the purpose quite well and 
it is not necessary to grab at such large powers. 

It involves the question 6f democratic principle of legislation. It 
involves also the question of expediency which should not be lost sight 
of. It is well known, Sir, that party Government has got its merits 
and demerits. A party Government is always susceptible to various 
influences. A party in power has always got a tendency, even an 
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unconscious tendency, of dealing with legislative measures if there are 
openings for the same and practically, Sir, when exemptions are allowed 
and Government are given complete freedom, these exemptions will be 
available to the highest bidder. This bidding may be a bidding for 
monetary price; this bidding may be for other considerations. I do 
not mean to suggest that these considerations will always come into 
existence, but still I will ask the Coalition Party and the Government 
not to lose sight of all these possibilities at least. In that view of the 
matter, Sir, I support the amendment of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

With regard to Mr. Morgan’s amendment, he has anticipated the 
opposition from this side and the reason for this opposition he has 
taken as obvious. It is too obvious to require any recounting. My 
friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas had given an apt reply to that — a 
running comment \ipon Mr. Morgan’s observation — that the cat is now 
out of the bag. So, the cat is there. It has come out of the bag, but 
so far as the Opposition is concerned it is our desire to put the cat 
back into the bag. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I want to speak a few 
words in opposing the amendment moved by Mr. Morgan. The inten- 
tion of Mr. Morgan is to exclude from the operations of this Bill the 
jute godowns and other places where agricultural commodities are 
sold by treaty betw(*en two parties. I apprehended what Mr. Morgan 
has now made clear. When I heard the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
to say that he also did not want that the operation of the Bill should 
be extended to the houses of agriculturists or to the jute godowns, 
I apprehended that Mr. Morgan would move his amendment. May I 
ask him if thoso sections, sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 11A(2) and IIB should 
not be extended to the houses of the jute-growers or godowns in the 
nmfassal or here in Calcutta where jute and similar other tilings are 
sold? Does the Hon’ble Minister intend that the benefits under those 
sections should not be extended to the sellers? Does he intend that 
the jute-grower who will sell his jute at the jute godown of a trader, 
say, at Char Muguria, will not get the benefit of standard weight and 
different grades of jute? Does he mean to say that the jute-grower 
who sells his jute at liis own house wnll not get the benefit of the 
standard weight and standard grades? Sir, if Mr. Morgan’s amend- 
ment is accepted, then all these premises, the houses of the jute-growers 
as well as godowns of the traders where jute is sold, not publicly but 
under treaty between two parties, will be excluded and the benefits 
under this Bill will not be extended to the agriculturists. 


Th» Hwfbto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 
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Mn 8A8ANKA 8EKIiAR 8ANYAL: Sir, it is already past 8 and 
there will be a division on this amendment. (May we know when you 
desire to close the debate to-day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the Hon’ble Minister finish. 

» 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: His amendment is that 
the proviso should be omitted ; but I would like to remove one miscon- 
ception. First of all, my friend thinks that the proviso is only to 
clause (!>){{/). That is not so. The proviso is to the entire sub- 
clause (3) and not to sub-clause {lA only. My friend has asked why 
Government has introduced this provi.so. The reason is already clear 
and I am afraid my friend eitlier has not read the Bill carefully or did 
not listen to the debate in this House. 

Sir, the definition of “market” has j?iven in a very wide 

manner and tliere are ]K*ople wlio think that even si ray shoj)s mi^fht 
come under the definition, because market is a place where jMTsons 
assemble for puri)oses of purcha.se and sale of cojiiniodities. I <lo not 
agiw willi iliat view, but there are j)eople who tliink that tlie section 
can be interjjieted to include even stray shops. There are shops not 
only in Calcutta but shops e,\isting all over tlie country outside market 
areas. There ar{‘ othei j)hices ahicli mighi l)e siniilurl}’ included but 
Avhich under no stretch of imagination can be calb*d niarket.s. There- 
fore, Sir, this provi.so lias been introdu<*ed, so that jilaces which are 
obvioush not markets may not come under the definition of “market” 
as intei'jireted by some |M*ople. Sir, my honourable friend apjirehends 
that it this ])ower is given to Government, Government will abiis^* tliat 
power and will in a discriminatory manner exclude arbitrarily certain 
places from the definition of “market”. That i.s an absurd surmise. 
Only peujile who have no (*onfidence in tlie (iovernment can sjieak like 
that, and from that jioint of view my honourable friend might say so, 
but appeals to the members (»f the Coalition party who have complete 
confidence in the Government will absolutely fail. (Laughter from the 
Opposition Benches.) Tliat this proviso is necessary has been 
demoiistrat»'d also by a member of the Opjiosition — I mean my honour- 
able friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswa.s — who has already pointed out 
that if theie was not this small clause, exhibitions arranged by local 
bodies and committees might come under the definition. 

As regards the amendment of my honourable friend Mr. Morgan, 
I have already pointed out that it is not the intention of Government 
that godowns and other private places should be regarded as markets 
for purposes of registration or license*. The form in which the amend- 
ment is brought is not acce])tabl€ to Government, because it is 
apprehended that private markets owned by proprietors might also 
come within the meaning of his proposed proviso. 
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As I have already said, Sir, that it is not the intention of Govern- 
ment to include places like that within the definition of “market”; I 
do not think that this amendment is at all necessary and also in view 
of the assurance I have already given I think my honourable friend 
will find it possible to withdraw his amendment. 

• As regards markets for the purchase and sale of tea, I can assure 
my honourable friend that it is not the intention of Government to 
include such places within the definition. 


Mr, C. MORGAN: Sir, in view of what the Hon’ble Minister has 
said with regard to the question of registration and licensing of 
markets, I w’ould like to "withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that in clause 2(3} at the end, the 
following additional proviso be added, namely: — 

Provided furtlier that ‘market’ does not include — 

0) private premises owned or held under lease by traders where 
traders purchase and sell agricultural produce or any other 
commodity by private treaty amongst themselves, and 
where traders do not deal directly with agriculturists, or 

(//) any place where persons assemble for the purchase and sale 
of tea as defined in paragraph (ii) of sub-section {h) of 
section 2 of the Indian Tea Control Act. 1938”, 

was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 2{3)(b){i)^ 
in line 1, after the word “area” the words “any place at which 
transactions of purchase and sale of any agricultural produce usually 
take place for the purposes of trade or industry and” be inserted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr, Syed Jalaluddin Hasheniy that the proviso to 
clause 2{3){b)(ii) be omitted was then put and a division taken with 
the following result : — 


AYES-~17. 


Ak«l Pul. Mr. Mi. 

••Mrji, Mr. latya Priyt. 

•araia, tui Prtmlitri. 
iltwM, Mr. tiirtiirt Ntlli. 

Du. Mr. Monmotiiii. 

Datta Mumiiw, Mr. NHiirMii. 
Inititt KuI. 

•Imm. Mr. At«l KHtfeMt. 
•luvMlii AkMMi, Mr. 


ialaliiiia Hubtiny, Mr. tyti. 
itnab All Mijimiar, Mtilvi. 
Kviiii. Mr. NiiliHlui Natk. 
Maluniir, Mrs. Nt«aprtv«. 
Maaial, Mr. iff Mira Nath. 
Ray. Mr. Okani Okaaira. 
•aayal, Mr. tauaka lakkar. 
8M. Mr. Alil Okaaira. 
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Afttal Axil, MuImi Mtf. 

Alilil Hakim, Maatvl (Myrnanxlagli). 

Aiial Hakim VlkramH<^i Maaivi Mtf. 
AMvIHamii, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Jakhar, Maaivi. 

AMal Mi|M, Maaivi (Mymaailagk). 

AHalla-AI Mabmatl, Mr. 

AMar Rahman, Khan Rahatfar A. F. M. 

Ahiar Rahman siMigi, Mr. 

Ahiar RamhM Mahmnoh, Mr. 

Ahhar Rathana, Maaivi Ma. 

Ahanr Raaf, Khan Bahaaur Maaivi t. (Howrah). 
Abaar Raar, Khan Bahaaar Shah (Ranfyar). 
Ahul Hoiain Ahmoa, Mr. 

Ahmoa Ali Enayotpari. Khan Bahaaar Maalana. 
Ahmoa Ali Mriaha, Maaivi. 

Ahmoa Hotain, Mr. 

Altaxuaain Ahmod, Khan Bahaaar Maaivi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maaivi Md. 

Baaraadola, Mr. tyod. 

Bliwai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Anakat Chandra. 

Oat. Rai sahib KIrit Bhatan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upondranath. 

Farhttt Bano Khanam, Bf|um. 

Fallal Has, tha Hon'bU Mr. A. K. 

Fulnl Quadlr, Khan Bahadar Maaivi. 

Failar Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fatlar Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniingh). 
ayaiaddin Ahmad Choadhary, AihadJ. 
Hahiaddin Cheudhuri, Maaivi. 


NOES-^. 

Haaiaa Manhod. Mn., M.B.I. 

Hawkiait, Mr. R. 4 , 

Haywood, Mr. Ro|on. 

Hoadry, Mr. DavM. 

Idrii Ahmod Mia, Maaivi. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.I. 
aalaladdln Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maahrl* 
Maftiaddin Ahmad. Maaivi (Tippora). 

Mandal, Mr. dagal Chandra. 

Morgan, Mr. e*. C.i.E. 

Mallick, tha Hon ’bio Mr. Makanda Bohary. 
Maitagawaai Haqaa, Mr. Syad. 

Naiarallah, Nawabiada K. 

Naiimaddin, tha Hon’bla Khwa/a Hr, K.C.I.I. 
Fottingar, Mr. B. U. 

Raikat, tha Hon’bla Mr. Pratanna Dah, 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaraddin Ahmod, Mr. 

SaAraddln Ahmad, Haji. 

Sahoba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baba Madhuiadan. 

Sarajal Islam, Mr. 

Shahahaddin. Mr. Khwaja, O.B.I. 

Sirdar, Baba Litta Manda. 

Spallar, Mr. J. H. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Sahrawardy, tha Hon'bla Mr. H. S. 
Tamixaddin Khan, tha Hon'blo Mr. 

Total Ahmad Choadhary, Maaivi HaJI. 
Waifcor, Mr. W. A. M. 


Tli^' Ayes being IT and tbe Noes G3, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-17 p.m. — 

The House was adjournecl till 4-45 p.in. on Friday, the 15th August, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled*^ 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 15th August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present. 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Hague, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon'lde Ministeis and 187 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Classifioation of A.R.P. expenditure in Bengal. 

*53. Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: [a) Will lhe IWble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether the A.R.P, exi)enditure in Bengal is classified under certain 
broad headings!' 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the main heads of such classification; and 

(it) how much exjienditure has been iuciiiTed up to date in Bengal 
under each of these heads ? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY): {a) Yes. 

(h) A statement is laid on the Table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (6) of sk^rred question No, 43. 


Major and minor heads of 
aooounts. 

Actuals, 

1939-40. 

Actuals. 

1940-41. 

Actuals, 
1941-42 
(up to 30th 
June, 1941). 

Total 

(columns 

2 to 4). 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

63 — Extraodrinary charges in 
India — 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. • 

B — Expenditure on Air Raid 
Precautions — 





(t) Pay of officers — 

Voted 


16,932 

17,647 

33,679 

Charged 

6,700 

20,178 

17,360 

44,238 

(ii) Pay of establishment 
(voted) 

2,194 

12,936 

9,327 

24,467 

(ni) Allowances, honoraria, 
etc. — 





Voted 

10 

4,191 

4,869 

9,060 

Charged 

1..380 

4,299 

2,468 

8,147 

(if) Contingencies 

57.531 

1,99,287 

79,688 

3,36,406 

Total 

67,815 

2,66,823 

1,31,249 

4,55,887 

D — Works 



80,208 

80,208 


67,815 

2,66,823 

2,11,467 

6,36,096 


Operation of the Bengal Jute Regulation Act in Chittagong. 

*54. Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in rliar^^e of the Af^rienltnre and Industries Depart- 
ment aware — 

(i) that Chittagong is not a jute-growing district; and 

(//) that only 400 acres of land are under jute plantation? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of the intro- 
duction of an amending Bill excluding the ojK’ration of the Jute Regula- 
tion Act, 1940 (Bengal Act V of 1940) in (.’hittagong? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) No. Jute 
is grown in Chittagong district and 900 acres were recorded as under 
cultivation in that district in 1940. Three hundred acres were licensed 
to grow jute in 1941. 

(b) No. 
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SoheduM Caste Offioers in Educational Services. 

•56. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the existing number of posts in the cadre of — 

(1) Assistant Head Masters of Government High English 
Schools, 

(2) Assistant Superintendents of Normal Schools, 

(3) Subdi visional Inspectors of Schools, 

(4) Head Masters of Government High English Schools, 

(5) Superintendents of Normal Schools, 

(6) District In8i)ectors of Schools, 

(7) Lecturers of Government Colleges, 

(8) Professors of Government Colleges, and 

(9) Divisional Inspectors of Schools; and 

(w) the number of Scheduled Caste officers in those services? 

(b) If the number of Scheduled Caste officers is not adeijuate in 
those services, what action the Government proj>ose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K, Fazlut Huq): (a) A statement furnishing ihe 
required information is laid on the table. 

(h) Attempts to recruit Scheduled Caste officers by direct recruitment 
are made according to the communal Ratio Rules and the cases of 
Scheduled Caste officers in service are always carefully considered when 
vacancies are filled by promotion. Nothing more can be done until 
there is a large supply of properly qualified persons from which to 
recruit. To encourage them Government are giving generous financial 
assistance to members of the Scheduled Castes in schools and colleges. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 56. 



{i) Existing 

{ii) Number 


number of 

of Scheduled 


pests. 

Caste officers. 

(1) Assistant Head Masters of Govern- 

42 

NU 

ment High English Schools. 

(2) Assistant Head Master and Assis- 

4 

Nil 

tfimt Superintendent of Normal 

Schools. 

(3) Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools 

37 

Nil 
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(i) Existing 
number of 

(ii) Number 
of Scheduled 

• 


posts. 

Caste officers. 

4) 

Head Masters of Government High 
English Schools. 

41 

Nil 

<6) 

Head Masters and Superintendents 
of Normal Schools. 

4 

NU 

<6) 

District Inspectors of Schools 

27* 

Nil • 

<7) 

Lecturers of Government Colleges 

156t 

1 

<8) 

Professors of Government Colleges 

lost 

1 

<9) 

Divisional and Range Inspectors of 
Schools. 

6 

Nil 


*One has recently been selected for appointment as a District Inspector of Schools. 

^Excluding the temporary and part-time posts and poets belonging to institutions 
not specially c alled Colleges, e.g.. Alisanullah School of Engineering, Dacca, Madrasahs. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer {\l}) where- 
in the Hoii’ble the Cliiet Minister says that nothing more can he done 
■until there is a large supply of jiroperly qualified persons from which 
to recruit, will the Hon’hle Minister be pleiased to state wliether the 
Government have considered the ([uestion of im}>orting qualified oandi- 
■dates from outside tlie province ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, if there are any 
candidates available, we might consider it if that is the suggestion 
made by the liouourahle member. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: ^ 

(71 candidate8(?fiT (71 qualifications ^ minimum qualification 

The Hon»ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 believe. Sir, there has 
been no case in which an attempt has iwit been intule to recruit duly 
qualified Scheduled Caste candidates. It the honourable member can 
point out any instance in which a qualified Scheduled (^aste candidate 
has been passed over, I shall be prepared to hnik into the case and do 
what is necessary. 

RMxcavation of Aurora Khal in Khanakul, Hooghly, 

•57. Mr. TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
n charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
^taf e 

(a) what progress has been made in the work of re-excavation of 
Aurora khal in Thana Khanakul of Hooghly district; 
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(6) irhen the work is expected to be completed; and 
(c) what provisions, if any, have been made to maintain this Jkhal 
in proper condition F 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Coeeimbazar) : (a) Over one-third of the work has been done. 

(b) Before the rains of 1942. 

(c) The question of future maintenance of the khal will be takea 
up after the re-excavation work is completed. 

Expenditure for Special Officer and staff to enquire into the service 
conditions of inferior Government servants^ 

*59. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (^) With 
reference to the reply given to unstarred question No. 9 of the 3rd 
February last, will the HonTde Minister in charge of the Finance 
Department be pleased to state the amount incurred in — 

(1) travelling expenses, and 

(2) salary bills, 

of the Special Officer and his staff engaged to enquire into and report 
on the improvement of service conditions of the inferior employees? 

(h) Did the Special Officer 3 )ay any visit to the nmfassal towns in 
this respect ? 

(c) If the answei to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble- 
Minister he pleased to state whether he had given any interview to any 
of the inferior employees on the spot? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (1) Rs G9M4 and 
(2) Rs.ll, 805-12. 

(h) and (c) Yes. 

Cultivation of tong-staple cotton in Jalpaiguri. 

*60. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: (a) Is the 

Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment aware that short-staple cotton grows in the Western Duars of the 
Jalpaiguri district from time immemorial? 

(b) If so. is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
ascertaining through experts whether there is a possibility of growing^ 
long-staple cotton in that part of the district? 
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(c) If 80, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirabiMty of 
starting demonstration farms for experiment as to its growth in that 
area'F 

TN Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(6) and (c) Yes. Experimental cultivation of long-staple cotton has 
been undertaken in this area since last year. It may be possible to sa^ 
definitely at the end of this year or next year whether this variety of 
cotton can grow well in the district. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY! ^ 

?r^ fV t5i fv »tnn Tt? ’Tftr 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know if any 

cotton was grown last year. 

War supplies made by Industries Department, Bengal. 

•62. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge ot the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whetlier it is a tact that the Director of Industries, 
Bengal, has un(h‘rtaken to make war supplies F 

(h) If the answer to to) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state wliether the supply work has been under- 
taken by the said officer in his personal and private capacity F 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(7) whether previous pennis.sion of Government was taken in the 

matter; and 

(ii) how the expenditures incurred on account of office establish- 
ment, contingencies and travelling allowances for the purpose 
of the supply work are being met? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Director of Industries, Bengal, has undertaken the work 
in his official capacity with the permission of this Government. 

(c) (i) Does not arise. 

(77) No extra expenditure is incurred in this connection on account 
of oflSce establishment or contingencies. The small extra expenditure 
on travelling allowance is met from the normal budget of the Industries 
•Department. 
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*63. Mauivi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Publicity Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the circumstances that led Government to create the Publicity 

Department ; 

(b) the functions performed and the useful purjxwe served by the 

department; and 

(c) how Government used to have those functions performed pre- 

vious to the creation of the department under a distinct 

head? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT (the 
■ ■on’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) The Publicity Department was 
created as a necessary concoiiiitant of the establishment of a democratic 
form of Government under which it is of the utmost importance to 
keep the public informed of the departmental activities of Government, 
correct any erroneous impression about those activities, contradict 
false allegations and counteract misrepresentations. It is designed 
also to function as the Central Organisation by whicli propaganda of 
all the constructive and nation-building departments of Government 
is carried out. 

(//) A statement setting forth the functions performed by the 
Publicity Department is laid on the Table and the useful purposes 
served by the department will l>e evident therefrom. The number of 
pres8-not(‘s issued by the dei)artment during lbd9 and 1940, were res- 
pectively 449 and 430 as against 185 in 19* >7. The number of contra- 
dictions issued in 1939 was 138 as again.Nt 100 in 1940, which shows that 
the constant vigilance kept on the press and the prom])t issue of con- 
tradictions had tended to decrease the number of occasions on which 
false or misleading criticisms of Government were made in the press. 
As regards educative j>ropaganda the various National Welfare Units 
which have been working since January, 1940, had by March, 1941, 
•visited 934 centres, held 3, (>75 shows attended by a total audience of 
about 5,040,000. The Medical Officers treated about 128,000 patients 
to whom free medicine was distributed. The department also brought 
out two comprehensive volumes entitled “Two Years of Provincial 
Autonomy” and “Third Year of Provincial Autonomy” setting forth 
the activities of Government and also issued a Red Book giving very 
elaborate facts and figures which answered certain charges against 
Government which were being repeatedly made by a section of its 
critics. 

(c) Some of the functions of the Publicity Department are new and 
the remainder were carried out by the Home (Press) Department which 
had also other functions to discharge. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question 

No. 63. 

1. Collection of materials from different departments and issue of 
press-notes and reviews giving publicity to the various activities of 
Government. 

2. Examination of newsj)aper extracts containing criticism t)f 
Government, collecting materials from the departments or District 
Officers concerned for prei)aration of contradictions of statements to the 
Press. 

3. Distribution to the press of the speeches of His Excellency the 
Governor, of Hon’ble Ministers. and otlier high officials of Government. 

4. Publication of the Benynl Wcclily and the Banylar Katha^ the 
two weekly organs of Government. 

5. Constructive and nation building propaganda through the 
National Welfare Units and the Government Exhibition Motor Van 
and control of their staff. 

fi. Preparation of films and graino))]ione records for the educiation 
of the rural public and to gnve publicity to the departmental activities 
of Government, 

7. Di‘>'tii])iition of adverti>enients to the Press received from all 
Government (lei)artinents and offices subordinate to them. 

8. Maintenance of a list of newspapers and news service agencies 
and periodical revision of the same, to which press-notes, communiques 
and otlier jniblicity materials may be supjilied free of cost. 

9. Review of annual statement and report of newsi)a])ers compiled 

in the Pengali Translator's office. , 

10. Censorship of matter broadcast by the two .stations of the All- 
India Radio. 

11. Classification and maintenance of iiewspaficr extracts for the 
purposes of reference. 

12. Arrangement for public address equipment in connection with 
the tours of His Excellency the Governor and the Hon’ble Ministers 
and on other public occasions in which the Government are concerned. 

13. War Propaganda. 

14. Supply of mi.scellaneous information relating to the activities 
of tl\e Government of Bengal to aK.sociation.s and individuals inside and 
outside the Province on .sj)erific requests. 

15. Supply of information to press representatives who call daily 
and answering their enquiries as far as possible 
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Mr. %TUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many copies of the Bengal Weekly are published, 
how many of t^em are subscribed by the people and how many are 
distributed free of cost? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the circulation of 
thp Bengal Weekly and the Banglar Kafha is as follows: — 

Bengal Weekly — G,575. 

Banglar Katha — *18,425. 

The demand is daily increasing. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: How many of them are 
subscribed by the public by giving money? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know how many 
of them are subscribed by M.L.A.’s. I would recommend the M.L.A.’s 
to subscribe them. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRBARTY: On a point of 
order, Sir. M. L. A. I 

M. L. A.ot I 

The Hon»ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I iK)int out, Sir, that 
knowledge is alw^iys useful, whatever tlie kind of knowledge is, because 
knowledge is power. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I wanted definitely to know 
what is the total circulation. The first part of my (juestion about the 
circulation ha.s been replied to, but the second part of my (juestion, viz., 
of the total circulation how many of them are subscribed by the people 
and how many of them are distributed free of cost, has not been replied. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In that (^ise I would like 
to have notice. 

Mr. ABDULLA.AL MAHMOOD: In view of the fact that the 
Hon’ble Minister has just now said that there is a great demand of the 
paper Banglar Katha, will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether G-overnment is considering the desirability of increasing the 
circulation ? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I respectfully submit 
to the House that so far as the circulation is concerned, that must 
always depend on the demand, I am glad to be able to state that 
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apart from the supply which is given to the ofticiais ana oLuers con- 
nected with the administration there are non-officials who also subscribe, 
and when I say that the demand is increasing it implies that the 
demand on subscription from pure non-officials is daily increasing. 
That means that the utility of the publication has been recognised. It 
depends to a great extent on the members of the Legislature to read 
these two publications and if they find them to be useful they will try 
to increase their circulation amongst their neighljours and friends. 

Mr. 8YED aALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is within the purview of the Provincial 
Government to incur expenditure fiom the piH)vincial revenue for war 
propaganda as stated in No. Id of the statement 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 hold the view that 
we are justified in spending money from provincial revenues for war 
propaganda. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In answer (^/) it is stated that the 
Publicity Lejiartment is designed also to function us tilie (entral 
Organisation by which ])r()paganda of all the constructive and nation- 
building de])artnients of (joverninent is curried tint. Now-, will the 
Hon'ble Mini^tei be jdeased to state whether writings from eminent 
nienibers ot the public are invited and published in these two papers!'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, if they send their 
articles, 1 think tlie officer in charge of the paper will be glad to 
publish them. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the lion ble 

Minister be jileased to state whether in view of tlie previous an.sw'er 
of the Hon’ble Minister, Government is contemplating tlie desirability 
of setting uj) a joint coniniittee of members of all jiarties of this House 
to control the policy of the UmKjlar Katlut and the Jiviiffnl Weekly with 
a view to giving the true type uf know’ledge to the peopled 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May 1 make a statement, 
Sir, so far this question is concerne<l. I shall try to be very brief. 
If my friend had any jmtieiice to read the first is.sue of the Benyal 
Weekly, he would have found that we set out there the rea.sons which 
had induced Government to start these tw'o pubIication.s. So far as the 
Publicity Department is concerned, w’e do not wdsh to appear as partisan 
or even as the champion of the governmental activities, Our object 
really is to see that Government activities are not misrepresented, to 
give the right lead to the public and to place facts before them. In 
this view I do not think we have got any policy except to ^erve the cause 
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of ti^uwi, auu in serving the cause of truth if any member of the Legis- 
lature or even any man from outside gives us any indication we will 
welcome it. We want to make these two publications as useful to the 
public as possible, because one side of the truth is generally shut out, 
namely, the correct representation of the governmental activities. That 
knowledge we want to supply to the public, and let them have knowledge 
from all concerned. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the statement 
which has just been made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, will he 
be pleased to state whether he is aware of the nature of the articles 
that are generally published in the editorial columns of those papers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the editorial 
articles are concerned, I generally go through them, in the Bengal 
Weekly and occasionally in the Banglar Katha, but I have not yet 
come across any article to which exce])tion has been taken by any sec- 
tion of the public. I may, at the same time, tell the Hoine that the 
Bengal Weekly and the Banglar Katha are subjected, with as much 
vigilance as is done in the case of the other section of the Press, to the 
rules which we have laid down for the guidance of the Press, and that 
they are not immune from punishment if they do anything wrong. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister be pleased to state whether his attention was drawn to one 
particular article on the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill regard- 
ing separate electorates, which was publis^lied by the CnJcvfta }fiinicipal 
Gazette as a special issue, and with regard to the heading “Chorus of 
Condemnation”, it was stated in a particular article in the Bengal 
Weekly that it was a chorus of condemnation by a pack of jackals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember to 
have read that. I may look into it. 

Contour survey of rivers and othor waterways in Bengal. 

*64. BallU NAGENDRA NATH BEN; Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state — 

{a) what steps have been taken for a Contour survey of the rivers 
and other waterways of this Province ; 

{h) whether the Government of the neighbouring Provinces are 
also joining and co-operating with such a scheme; and 

(c) whether any committee has been set up for the purpose ; if so, 
what are the names of the members thereof? 
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The Hon’ble Meli«ri|a SRiSGHANDRA NANDY, of Coselmbiazrs 

(a) .None. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this matter of contour survey has been i^j 
the contemplation of Government for a number of years P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No, Sir. I am afraid my honourable friend is under a misapy>rehen- 
sion. The contour survey of ihe water courses is unnecessary except 
in connection w'ith the experiment rejrarding the l)ehaviour of parti- 
cular rivers in specified circumstances, but what he probably mi^ht 
have meant is the contour survey of the land and not of rivers. 


Point of privilege. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
privilege. This is the fourth day most proljahly that I stand to draw' 
your attention to the fact that Government do not send the answ^ers 
rej?ularly to this Hrnise. We are 2o0 members and we are entitled to 
ask 12 questions each. So, if even IbO members ask 12 questions each 
the House will not 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must frankly say that unfortunately my health 
has been responsible for my not beiny^^ able to give that amount of 
vigilance as T ought to give to this question, but if any member draw's 
my specific attention to such questions as are inordinately delayed 
in answering, I shall be very glad to take such steps as are w'ithin my 
power to get the answers. Usually I did it on my own accord but, 
as I say, my health has been re.sponsible for not giving that amount 
of vigilance as before. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, we wish you 
speedy recovery to health so that you may energetically come to grips 
with this question of privilege of the House. 


Committee on Petitions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is just one other matter. I have to 
announce the Committee of Petitions which is to function this se.ssion. 
After consulting all the different groups it has been decided that the 
same Committee on Petitions as was functioning last year will be 
functioning this year. 
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IION4>FFICiAL RESOLUTION. 


Cumti Embankment and Prevention of Broaches. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now take up non-official resolutions. The 
resolution of Mr. Maqbul Hosain is now before the House. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (7f!5 

Ptwfi otfrjn csrt^f^'sriT 

^ I South Western C'ircle4<T Superintending Engineer, 
Mr. J. C. Vertenins, Jb-Vft ^Tlr^T^ CsfWft 

01 estimate tftPPf 

STT ’rr«fl C^ft^ estimate fiTrr%SH I 

sTT ^1 6‘\ 5p:<rrs m csfWit 

•5T^ rm] ’ttfci'f i ^t-qi ^ c^rft 

'a(4®l ^ ^'If.^ ^TTtr I 

C'Sft^ ’Tfl? Csrsffi- J.HCOpr S tT’ftf^ 

-ii^’ c^fPl c^tl>l w?r i 

^ntir ^ 'srf^ ^rtt'i ittc^rrif? =7% 'JTC’fifi 

^ 'sffe «?rm I ‘fft ^(5^751 ^ TOT ^finn 

tr^Tf 7f5f<(i J7I I c^tWft ’TfNr (?rw 

’T«ft?r 'I'Vtr 'srf%^ sttii Pfair^,, t^tua (3tm tIct afV^n '®ri^»f 

c^'srlt^ Tstr^a #rtH‘f«r ceSi 

Jt tt i ’l l ' TO (OT3 I C'-ff^TWi^ 

tfl^ yj 1^51 i5lfr!rri:^i 'sm f%5T =rpi 'Jtfti Ef%5T 

>4^ «tSR ‘4«nT'3 C^f^r ^’?1 rtf V{f^ I jaf^rs 

tit^s 7$;:^ c’i'M (??f^ ftf ^ S-^air^ csli 

*ttf^ I SS^fl 5ftw ^ff% 7# 5|#rF5 fesC? ^ I 

4? a^T^TfrS ^1 '^Tt^ f^ptlTS 

^1 <rf%^G arf? ^^41 an aflrar ^ Fjftim 

vn tfl*! I ^ nfr»ra 3rcsfT<3 cnm apm 

'iltHi aflfen -n l 4? CfC*t aiTn!=Tflrai, tIi'Nh '3 

=V-alTtTO TTpat aFCSRn Cn^ ; atTSif aTJTn aHralT ^3 fiWI 

(.afl^ a^TartTfl^ ^^SJ^caf affes ^5(.^ I c.n^'SF'fl (.^■I^I'^tTt RVe *ft^ 
aftfViTR >4^ ■5t«‘("7Tr'& 4=:^ 4T art^smt 3rPr% Jiffare^ i 

Sir, ^ c«r!5 175 airvT 4^ Rjapi carsrw ts arrifirtl^, ^ 

^f5rW?, ^ Tfafro, avFs %!tt c^ttiSti cEvfipnrn anaftaj i 4aR ftf 
«R aflt aiWtW3 4^ C’tfarff aT?hr FottR “VBnF CTf^l 'SflpHffC^'f, 4aR 
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ftf if-iiw '8H -at crf^ ; 

liW* #?1OT ^ Petition T5 Deputation, ^ Address ’I'f'PTOt 

(7r«9l 5!^'5tt^, ^ W'f ^ ftp* ^SWTO 

®»W5 75 I 95 scheme Ttn, 'ST* fv* tPlrtl ft’? 7^* I 
7^ Engineers^ t|W filt«tt5 ftfts^tw* tfltPIlftTO ’tftni 

C45 I 915 ^vS'fM (?mtft 5f5B 9Wft^IW '7Mt5 'THW 

TtftiT? I tTprtt ft?t® ftc5T5 J]?' C? C^fPrlt 5iff5 SttR 5Tf% 

tm ’tt5fl»ttfr 55Tt5 5t5t5 5T571 751 757 ; >55: 7S5t5 5«,’f!:5 55TI g-'fffllS 
715 55m tf8rtft:'5t5 5W51 C551^ orm 757 ; >551 5tft^ C5lri|5 ftft 9 
751151 ftfe (7515 5ft 7ft5I C5S51 757 1 5f%51. Tift 7t5t5 5f 

51 5^^ C71T155 C5 ?p5t5 7tf55tt?5 \5t7l 555 5 7(5 (.'if? 1 

Mn. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: 5t5% 55t<lft! 57155, Mr. Maqbul 
Hosain C5 tf7f5 iW(.?5 Tift C5^ tf9l5 555'5 75f? I CMftfti 

5ff5 5l5 clPm 555 C5 T5715 tS THIt? Tift 5715171 

5171^5 5i? 71755 75f?l Tift ^SlTT T5C5t5 75ft ftft ftjW 

ftta (T'ff C551i:5 ft 7571 Tm? I fftft 5 ft 5l5M)«H5 3 CE?1 7m 

1sl’7i:5 (7575 C5f7 (5lm 755 571 5^5 I ftl'pl ftr5t5 Tt5 

i7l^ 5#t 7l7ft. 5ft5 75 TlC^J 517 51 515 ^I5 (3h 

7C5 CTO? arm rnir? i fftft 5ft 551^ imm '3i’7i:5 71 t15 71715 c5tmi 

ft 5^5571 71:5 151 555ft 75C5 51m 51 1 Tift ftm 7n 5715171 

51715517^ 7l5lfti? (7 tfTim >77 5'15m 157 5ft 5555 COT 

5l5 15I7C5 «tm 5115 >555 ft| »tl77 51 5t5 5l51 <57 575 5715 75575 513515 

51571 r'VS 51C5I C5l5f% i5’ 7*57f5 5^ 5l5 SlWt5 7C5 C5 <^5715 

7f 7C5C? ■5555'C5C‘i55 517151 7151 915 C555 ";ll971?f 75 5ft | >>17 i?l7l 

5, &17I 517151 51 i7C55 Tl5 C55 EH ftT5 (Him C5i) 9515 5l5 51 I >5^ 

T5715 ftC7 5 S 5515 (oftSICi 5lCi 755 5 i? 51 75 C5^5i5 51571 C55 751 75 I 

51 7’tH C755 f%n ftnr > 47^1 5f55l5C7, C5 *tf55lt5 5015.0 75 C5f7 5157, 

571 751 5l5 51 I 7117^ Tift 9lC7 T'|C5l5 75ft fftft 5f%17lC55 C5§1 7551 

>(l(.i 9f55TC9 C^lftft >451 TiTft 5^t5 5l5 91715 7C7 5^5lC5 C5 (ffl57t 

7m? SftTTra Tl5 m PHT 55571 51 75 1 feft 5 ft 4?91C5 Slffr'l C*lt7 

cTm (Him 5^5M 7m 917 ’iH irm (Hft ft th ^ieus »iinf tw 

(OT ft 575 7171715 91 fftft 7 ^7 1 9 15 C«IC7 55li:9 5l5m 51 1 9l5’15 

5mr 751 5 I 7 I C55 ftlftm 5ft 7m? ft«5, ftftt 51515 *1551 (Him C!ft I 

iftllli 511:9 C5m (H17 »lft55 7t5 575 iSt*1f 7t5 C5lft *II5 5171:9 »t1C5 

_T15 f9Tl5 51 fro 75, Tftft T^ITW 9l5 51571 775 I Tift 5715171 

517155T7 TfHl5 7ft fftft (7151^1 fftHftlW >77515 C555 C^lftfft <551 ^ft-ft 
1 
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ottj fV ^^biH *iiiS'i'v fror jtIS^ 

»rt^ i '!?TOr 'srfir (?pO ^ gnm i srsrcsra ^snn 

▼'n.1‘11, ^ ^sTCSf'S •?! I 'il^ttUf flT’jTI (*T«tl'Si ^ Coalition ifjsrr 

CTOi I 'St?! cfcstt^ ?! c'sirt'f? ijimi ? ?!:? c? 

gw? ®*mf^ TOTc^ wf? 'SI ???> Tiif|i 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I whole-heartedly support 
the motion moved by Mr. Maqbul Hosain. In supporting the motion 
I beg to state that we have represented the matter to the Hon’ble 
Minister several times b}' questions and also during the Budget Session 
having discussion on this Gumti embankment. Nothing could attract 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this problem. Sometime ago 
he w'as very kind enough to invite some of the members of the district 
of Tippera to have discussion with him over this matter and we were 
under the impression that as a result of that informal discussion some- 
thing tangible will come out, but to our utter misfortune up till now 
nothing has come out. The mountain has given birth onl> to a 
mouse ! 

Now, Sir, this is a curse and this curse is not one >ear or two \ears 
old; this curse of the di.strict of Tipjiera ha.^ lieen continuing for the 
last hundred years. If an\bod\ would care to go through the district 
of Tippera (lazetteer, written b\ Mr. Webstei, the then ( ollector of 
Tippera, he will be convinced that lor over hundred years the district 
has been visited by this curse. Man> efforts have been made but to 
no pur])ose. These are embankments by the side of the river, but to 
our utter misfortune the embankment is always broken by the north 
side of tlie river. That has never affected the particular bank on which 
the headiiuarters of the district, namel\ , Comilla, stands. It is 
surmised that tliis is done by some peojile designedly, so that there 
may not be anything wrong with the headquarters, no matter whether 
the crops of the villages be ruined or not. Now, Sir, whenever there 
is a breacli in the embankment, water rushes through and it covers an 
area of about ‘200 square miles and a.> a result tbe crops remaining 
in these 200 sipiare miles are spoiled and the inhabitants of that 
locality starve; they live in a very precarious condition throughout the 
year. The Hon’ble Minister has kindly visited that particular area and 
has seen the embankment. We thought that there would be some 
steps taken, so that down the river, streams will not be so rapid and 
strong as to destroy the crops, but that also has not been fulfilled. 
Now we have quite understood that mere s|ieeches in this Assembly 
will not do any good to convince the Hoirble Minister of the havoc 
done by the Giiniti embankment. The honourable members hailing 
from the district of Tippera who lielong to the Coalition Group have 
also seen the evil effect of this river. They make speeches on the floor 
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of this House only to have them printed on the followin^r morning in 
Azpd to bluff the people of the locality. They have not tried in the 
least to have the grievances redressed. They will show the paper to 
the people in the locality and say “we have delivered s|>eeche8, w'e have 
cried for you, we have shed tears for you, but could not do anything”. 
Sir, to-day I give a note of warning to the members of the Coalition 
Party hailing from the district of Tip[)era that in this motion thefi* 
must vote with us and not with the Coalition to show that really they 
mean what they say. 

Now, Sir, a huge amount was also collected In the government for 
this purpose and that amount is spent, we do not know how? During 
the rain.^ when the river generally rises up, they put some eartli here 
nnd there and send big big bills saying that they have spent so much. 
That is the only thing that we see about the money spent which is 
received from the i)eople of the locality. 1 again request the Hon’ble 
Minister lo take up this (juestion very seriously and see that he does 
something before the term of the Ministry exjiires. 

Another thing 1 shall jioint out to the Hon’hle Minister is that no 
mone.N is spent for the jieojile of the ('hittagong Division for tliis 
purjiose or for any (ulier purpose. Most pridnihly it is due to the tact 
that no Minister has been taken from the Chittagong Division and 
their case is not represented to the Cabinet and so they cannot get any 
relief and sometimes it appears that the grievances are not even put 
forward before the ('abinet and the\ are not considered at all. So 
m\ request to the Hon ’hie Minister to-day is that from this Opposition 
Group the members are pressing their grievances so fur as the Gumti 
embankment is concerned and they like that the Hon'ble Minister will 
<lo something definitely during the term of his office. 

With these words 1 supijort the motion. 

Mr. SYED AHMED KHAN: Sir, 

I ^ ^ 

^ 5 ir ^ i #211^ 

I ^ sTf ^ 

^ I Sir, ^ ^ (Tt 

^ TO", ^ ^ ^ 2Tt 

^ 3tT] c^rnrt^fir c^s 1 

^ ’PR 

wsRTtft ^ (iTOT #ffir 

W 5 f) (TT^ ^sprffn 1 ^ r?r 1 
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cyclone 

T^i ^ ^1 1 3r? ?fwi ^ ^ i ^- 

<t|?rNtf^ csiP lOfi wv^t^ ^} ^Pr^rc^ i c^ ^ ^ 

c^ftv ^oRt^ m intm^ ^ arft^Q^? (Pf fk^ sm ^ i ^- 
ntm, ^"4r<*P( ntrsr^ mpu ftw? tprt? Pr::^ StSr 

^ms, tpffe ?tr^ yim, 

^r%5c^, OT^ ^5m?i ^ i ^itir ^ ?F{?pn 

^t?rt^ fiFfen ^srrPnrtr^i ^ (ti ttc^ 

cyclone ^ ^RTl WT ^ ir??n I (TT^ 

Tti:? ^rWTT OT ^st^rt?] (.Jiiifej ^ I 

MTi SPEAKER: May 1 siiKRCst that that is not the subject matter 
of (liHCUSsion. 1 quite understand that the River (iuniti ^oes to 
Noakhali, hut 1 do not understand the relevuir‘\ ot utun-murki to the 
(iuinti einhankmeiits. 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: ?f? C^ft^ '3 =ft«f *rs? 

(pfm ^1 r?r i^tri ^ c^frrt^ c^f? 

I '3 (Tmrf^ ^ 

I ^ OT1 I 

cw^i fw<?th ^i!'(.<il^**t I Ttrs^ ^f^rrsf^ 

^mrtr3 c^tr^fe ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

Sir, 1 am glad this question about the (lumti embankments has given 
me an opportunity to explain to this House the steps which this (iovern- 
meut have taken in order to solve this difficult problem of floods of the 
Gumti river. The Gumti embankments have been in existence not, 
as has been stated by some honourable members, during the last century 
but for not less than fl centuries, that is, even before the Permanent 
Settlement. It is true that successive Engineers of the Bengal 
Government have tried to solve this problem but instead of adopting 
the right method they undertook the quack remedy of maintaining and 
strengthening (he embankments w’hich have been a curse not only to 
that part of the province but also to other parts as well. The evil 
effect of embankments I hope will be now appreciated at least by 
the people of this area. May I point out that it will never be possible 
to stop the flood absolutely and putting up of embankments is certainly 
not the solution for it. In years of abnormal flood these embank- 
ments, however much strengthened, give way, and the water 
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suddenly rushes out through the breach of the embankment destroying 
ewrything that comes on its way. This Qovernment have been dis- 
couraging the putting up of embankments as much as possible. The 
Oumti embankments were originally in charge of the local landlords. 

It was in 1920 that the Bengal (lovernment took over from the 
Tripura Raj the charge of maintaining a large portion of the embank- 
ment. and in lieu of that the Tripura Raj has been paying a lump sum 
amount of money to this Government. Unfortunately, in that agree- 
ment which was drawn up with the Tripura Raj, a length of about 8 
mile.s was somehow left out. That length practi(*ally became no man’s 
land was not maintained by anybody. The trouble which has all along 
been experienced is breaches in that particular se(‘tion. Sir, ever since 
this Government assumed charge we have been endeavouring our utmost 
to improve the situation and pending the formulation of a compre- 
hensive sclieme we liave undertaken to maintain the entire length of 
the einbankment, that is to say including tliat })ortion which was left 
out in the agreement with the Tripura Raj. 

Sir, in 1938, the first com])rehensive scheme was prepared by this 
Government as has been mentioned by one of the previous speakers, which 
was known as the E.scape scdieme. The idea behind that project was 
to divert a portion of the flood water through two newly-constructed 
channels and thereby reduce the pressure (»f tlie water in the (himti. 
I personally visited tiie area in April, 1939, and there at Comilla I 
held a conference in which the representatives of the District Board, 
the representatives of the Tripura State and other local representatives 
were present. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: But no people's representatives. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOYp of Cossimbazar: 

As a matter of fact, I met some actual cultivators — a deputation from 
cultivators 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Who could not under- 
stand the origin of the trouble. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

But I had the misfortune to forego the advice of Mrs. Mazumdar who 
had very kindly promised to meet me there but did not do so ultimately. 

Sir, after discussing the matter with the cultivators who might have 
been affected by the scheme and the members of the conference it was 
decided to abandon the Escape scheme because it might have meant 
eimply to divert the flooding from one area to another; and our experts 
concurred with this view. 
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our experts sug^fested another scheme which is known as the 
Reservoir scheme. The idea was to construct a big reservoir at <the 
upper reaches of the river which would hold up the water when the 
river would be in spate. Realising the gravity of the situation I called 
another conference in December, 1989, in Calcutta to which I invited 
all the representatives of that district in the Legislature 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: No, Sir. He invited only the representatives 
of the places through 'which the river flows. 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, but I fully remember that the mover of this resolution was present 
in that conference. In that conference it was unanimously decided 
that we should do away with the embankments and undertake a contour 
survey at once. And, accordingly, we had to make s])ecial arrange- 
ments for providing money for the survey. The hydraulic and gauge 
reading was undertaken during the monsoon last year, and the field 
survey was completed during the last winter. Now, the materials so far 
obtained are under the consideration of experts with a view to advising 
Government how best to do away with the embankments. It is all 
very easy to say, “Do away with the embankments”, but tliere is the 
Comilla town, and we have got to see that the town is protected to some 
extent. 1 ho])e Government will be able to come to an early decision 
in the matter. 

Mfi 8HAHEDALI: How long will you take!’' 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

^ I 

Tbe Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I cannot say how long it will take, but as ] Imve stated we have 
got the materials now: J believe the expert.s will l)e able to advise 
us in the course of the next two montlis. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY s ^ 

^ ^ CTO ^ I 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

In the meantime, we were proceeding with the investigation of the 
other scheme, i.c., the Reservoir scheme. In April, 1940, I with the 
Chief Engineer and other advisers visited the Tripura State and had a 
discussion with His Highness the Maharaja of Tripura and other 
officials. According to the views of our experts, the location of the 
reservoir had to be made within the Tripura State because major portion 
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of the catchment area of the river Gumti is within the Tripur*^ State. 
Unfortunately, Sir, although an agreement had almost been reached 
and a decision to undertake a reconnaissance survey by the State arrived 
at the negotiation fell through ultimately. 

Sir, the difficulty with the hill torrents is that people cannot get 
any previous warning when the flood is coming. If there is a very 
heavy rainfall in the catchment area, water suddenly rushes out, tl>e 
embankments give way and the result is flooding. 

Sir, the problem should have been solved long time ago. As a 
result of neglect in the i>ast and the wrong p(di(*y of erecting of embank- 
ments the problem has now assumed a rather serious proportion. 

Sir, it is no doubt true that the matter has been hanging fire for a 
number of years. But tlie responsibility is not ours. This Government 
has done everything j)ossi1)le to come to a proj)er solution of the problem. 
As a matter of fact, as 1 had stated in this House on another occasion 
as a result of the expansion of the department we have now a special 
subdivision at Comilla. And that will be of great help to us in collect- 
ing the necessary data. Sir, it is not possible and neither advisable to 
come to a very quick decision on a matter like this. We have got to 
consider man\ aspects of the (juestion. Once a wrong ap])roach cd the 
problem is made, as was tlie case in the past, no one can say how long we 
will have to suffer tlieiefrom. Besides if us a result of Government 
action private ])ro])ert\ is damaged Government will be liable for com- 
pensation. 

Sir, I am well aware of the recent flooding in that area. It is 
unfortunate that jieople are now suftering on account of the floods. It 
is an une([ual fight with nature. But in the circumstances Government 
is doing its best to alleviate the sufferings of the ])e()]de b> means of 
agricultural loans and gratuitous relief 

So far as the jiroblein of the embankments are concerned, we have 
a ])arallel case near at hand in the Damodar . embanknHMit . I have 
eveiy hope. Sir, that as ‘'oon a', the expert adviie is receivt*d, Govern- 
ment will lo>e no time in taking the stcjis necessary for tin* demolition 
of tho^e portions of tlie embankment of the Gumti which on? exjierts 
would advise. 

Sir, the resolution suggests that immediate steps be taken by Govern- 
ment to frame a comprehensive sclieme to prevent breaehes. Sir, as I 
have stated we have already taken up preparation of a comprehensive 
scheme and we have undertaken to repair the breaches and maintaining 
the embankments till our comprehensive scheme is ready. Under the 
circumstances I feel that there is no necessity for a resolution (d‘ this 
nature at this stage. I believe, Sir, that after all tliat I have stated 
the honourable mover of the resolution who was present in the 
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conference at the Secretariat knowing full well what this Government has 
been doing with regard to the Gumti embankments, will be good enough 
to withdraw his resolution. 

The motion of Mr. MaqburHosain, as amended by Maulvi Abdul 
Wahed, that this Assembly is of opinion that immediate steps be taken 
up by the Government of Bengal to frame a comprehensive scheme to 
prevent breaches of the Gumti river embankments, was then put and a 
division taken with the following result; — 


AYE$-37. 


AM«I WthM, Mftttivi. 

Afeui rail, Mr. Mtf. 

Almiad Khan, Mr. lyatf. 

AiimaMMi Ahmatf, Mr. 

•anarji. Mr. utya Prlya. 

■arma. Baba eranhari. 

Barman, Bahu UMa^m Nalb. 

Baan, Mr. tantaib Kumar. 

Bbawnilk, Dr. Qabinaa Obanira. 
BNwas, Mr. luranlra Natb. 

Bnaa, Mr. larat Chaaira. 

Ohakrabarty, Mr. JatinUra Math, 
•bakralarty, Baba Naranbra Narayan. 
•Mniburi, Ral Naranbra Nath. 

Daa, Mr. Manmaban. 

Baa Buyta, frijut Naranbra Nath. 
i«lla Buyta, Mtu Mira, 
iutta Munmbar, Mr. NIbaranbu. 
Imbabul Naaua. Kul. 


Bhaaa, Mr. Atal RMabnn. 

Blaanbbln Abmab; Mr. 

Bamat, Mr. R. A. 

Buyta, Mr. b. N. 
balalnbbin Haibamy, Mr. tyab. 
banab All Majnmbar, Maulvi. 

Kunbu, Mr. Nitbitba Natb. 

Labirl, Babu Aihutaab. 

Majumbar, Mrs. Hamayrava. 

Manbal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maniraxzaman laiamababi. Maulana Mb. 
Maybal Haiain, Mr. 

Ramizubbin Ahmab, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Obaru Obanbra. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Natb. 

•an, Mr. Atui Cbanbra. 

•bababali, Mr. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 107. 


ANuI Aziz, Maulana Mb. 

Abbul Ha«z, Mr. Miria. 

Albul HaBi, Mr. Mia. 

Abbul Hakim Vikramyuri, Maulvi Mb. 

Abbul Hamib Ibab, Maulvi. 

Abbul Kabar, Mr. (allaa Lai Maab). 

Abbul Karim. Mr. 

Abbul Majib, Maulvi (Mymantinfb). 

Abbul Majib, Mr. lyab (Naakhaii). 

Abbul Matalab Malik. Dr. 

Abbul wahab Khan. Mr. 

Abbulla-AI Mabmaab, Mr. 

Abbur Rahman tlbbiql, Mr. 

Abbur Raaehib Mabmaab, Mr. 

Abbur Ratbaab, Maulvi Mb. 

Abbur Rauf, Khan Bababur Ibab (Ranfyur). 
Abbur Razzak, Maulvi. 

AMua thabaab. Maulvi Mb. 

Abul Haibim, Maulvi. 

Abul Haaain Abmab, Mr. 

Ahmab All Bnayatyuri, Khan Bababur Maulana. 
Ahmab All Mribba, Maulvi. 

Abmab HuMln, Mr. 

AMMUbbia Abmab, Khan Bababur Maulvi. 

Amir AU Mia, Maulvi Mb. 

Abwarul Azim, Khan Bababur MA 
Aabralili, Mr. M. 

BMuff All, Maulvi. 

Biinbbajb, Vr. tyab. 

BMANwt Mlaa R. B. 


Birkmyra, Sir Hanry, Bart. 

Bivwai, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Obiyyanbaia, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dan, Baku Dabanbra Nath. 

Ebbar, Mr. Uyanbraaatb. 

Farbab Raza Ohourbbury, Mr. M. 

Parhut Bana Kbanam, Bayum. 

Faziul Quabir, Kban Bababur Maulvi. 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniiaib). 

Blabbing. Mr. D., C.I.E. 

BriMtbi, Mr. C. 

Burung , Mr. Dambar llngh. 

Nabibullab, tba Han'Ma Naurab Bababur K., at 
Dacca. 

Habbaw, Mr. R. R. 

Haiiubbln Obaubburi, Maulvi. 

Hamibubbin Abmab, Kban lahlb. 
Haaauuauman, Maulvi Mb. 

Naalaa Murtbab, MiCm M.B.I. 

Hatamally bamabar, Khaa taMb Maulvi. 
Naywaab, Mr. Ragars. 

Uyabani, Mr. M. A. N., M.B.I. 
balalubbin Abmab. Kban Bababur MaulvL 
Kazam All Mirza, labibzaba Kavaa bab lyab. 
Kannaby, Mr. l. B. 

MaBrtiar, Mr. B. B. 

Maizubbiu Abmab, Dr. (Rnml* 

Maiaubbln Bbaubbuty, Maulvi. 
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■afetafe, MafetralMiKV UUg enwii. 

■uial, Mr. tuka Mbiri. 
tatM.Hr.Mntefeaainb 
HmM. Mr. ilagil OliMirt. 

MMriniMla AUMMi, MmM. 

Marfia. Mr. O.I.E. 

MmIm Ali Mallak, Muivi M. 

MManatl Nme. Miahri Mi. 

Malimiaai Atul. Kkaa laliaiar Maalfi Ifti. 
Mafeaiaaiai Iknhiai, Maalvi. 

Mahaanaai itkaaai, Maalvi. 

Mahaaiaiai liiiiEMa, Khaa lahaiar Or. lyai. 
Maliaaiaiai lalaiaiaa, Kkaa takaiar MmIvI. 
Makarjta, Mr. Tarakaatk. M.t.E. 

Maltiak, tkv Noa'kiv Mr. Makaaia lakary. 
Mallick, Mr. Palia iakanr. 

Maikarraff Nanaia, tka Haa’kla Ravrak, Kkaa 
■akaiar. 

Maataiawial Ha^aa, Mr. lyai. 

Kaaiy, tka Han'kia Makaraja triiekaaira, at 
Oaaiimkatar. 

Naaarallak. Rawakiada K. 

Pattlaiar. Mr. 0. U. 

Raikat, tka Nan’kia Mr. praaaaaa Dak. 

Raiaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 


Ray, Mr. Dktaaaiay. 

Ray, KiMfai Okaaira, Ral Rakaiar. 
Raft Hr. Mrani. 
laiaraiiiB AkaMi, Mr. 
iaifaiMa AkaNi, Mall. 

•akaka-Alaai. Mr. lyai. 
taliai. Mr. t. A. 

•aaaaHak. Dr. 

tarkar, taka Maikaaaiaa. 

•aa, iaiaak Okaaira, Rai Rakaiar. 
•arajal lalaai, Mr. 
tkakakaiila, Mr. Kkwaia, O.R.I. 
ikamiaMia Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 
•Iriar. Raka Litta Maaia. 
lyailar, Mr. i. N. 
tmitk, Mr. N. RrakaaL 
Stark. Mr. A. P. 

Itavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 

Sakrawariy, tka Naa'kia Mr. H. t. 
Tamliaiiln Kkaa, tka Haa’kla Mr. 
Tayarlak, Moangta Lall, Rai Rakaiar. 
Total Akmai Okaaikary, Maalvi Najl. 
Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yoaaof MIrta. 

Zakar Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvi. 


The A>es being 37 and the Noes 107, the motion was lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As regards the next motion, Mr. lliswas, don’t 
you think that a motion ot this charaeter is not wholly appropriate to 
the present occasion ^ These matters are being very seriously discussed 
elsewhere and if at the persent moment you discuss it in the House, 
it might create some ill-feelings here and there. I feel that it is in the 
interests ot ever\ body that we should for the time being postpone the 
discu^^ion of this motion till a suitable occasion arises. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS : If you will kindly pass it 
over, I shall not mind. 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right, 1 shall pa.ss it over. 

The next resolution stands in the name of Mr. Sen, but he is not 
here. I understand (jovernmeiit is not read_\ with the other resolutions. 
I am al.>o not feeling well and I understand that members could not 
also anticipate that the turn of other resolutions might come. In the 
circum.stances, if the Hou.se agrees, I shall adjourn the House till 
Monday. 

(There was no objection.) 


Adjournmtiit. 

Accordingly the House was, adjourned at (i p.m. till 4*45 p.m. 
on Monday, tha ISth August^ 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tiik Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 18th August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Sir Mthammad Azizri Haque, (M.e., 
Khan Hahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon ’hie Ministers and 184 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Introduction of the Bengal Forest Bill. 

*66. Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the (iovernment contem])late the 
introduction of an amending Bill to the Indian Forest Act, 19‘J7, so tar 
as Bengal is concerned? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Will the H n ble 

Minister be pleased to state when does he intend to iiitioduee tlii> Bill? 


Mr. SPEAKER; Not this ses''ion daughter). 


The Hou»ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT; As oon as possible 


Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink that it is an improvement. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: When does the Hon’ble 
Minister expect that the draft Bill will be made available to the mem- 
bers either by publication in the Gazette or by previous circulation? 
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The Hon'We Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It will be circulated 

to. the members. 

Digging of pits at Kurigram by Railway authorities. 

*68. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY; (a) Is the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Tiocnl Self-Govern- 
ment Department aware — 

(/) that the Eastern Bengal Railway has constructed a triangular 
line for the purpose of turning the Railway Engine rust very 
near and opposite the newly constructed Munsiif’s quarters 
at the Kurigram subdivisional town, district Rangpur; 

(?V) that hig pits have been dug inside tlie triangular space to do 
earth work for the road of triangular line; 

(m) that the Public Health Dejiartnient look upon these pits as 
insanitary and breeding grounds of mosquitoes; and 

(u*) that it is a great menace to the health of the neighbouring 
people ? 

(h) If the answer to (fi\ is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking steps for filling up the pits to 
ensure the satei\ of the health of the neighbouring peopled 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (u; in and (//) Yes. 

(?//) and (//•). Such pits are likely to breed mosipiitoes if wafer is 
stagnant in them tor at least a week. Tlie pits will undoubtedly 
collect water during the rainy season and it is (juite certain that 
mosquitoes will breed there during the rainy season and as malaria is 
prevalent in the area, these pits may form a source of danger to the 
residents of the localit\ 

{h) Both the Assistant Director of Public Health, Rajshahi (’iride, 
and the District Health Officer, Rangpur, who made local inspection of 
the area in question are of opinion that the j)ro]ier and practical remedial 
measure will be to drain the pits by joining them with the existing 
side-drain of the railway line.s which drains into the Dharella river, the 
drain being properly graded and maintained. The District Medical 
Officer of the Railways, Lalmonirhat, who was present during the 
insjiection by the Assistant Director of Public Health, also agreed to the 
necessity of draining the pits and assured him of moving the Engineer- 
ing Branch of the Railway to take iiecessary steiw in the matter. 

The matter will receive careful attention of the Hon’ble Minister. 
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Rise in prioe of paddjf and riee. 

*70. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce anrt Labour Department aware — 

(i) that for some time past the price of paddy and rice has risen 
* abnormally high; and 

(it) that the majority of the agriculturists and the entire middle 
class and labour communities of the Province have been 
hard hit thereby? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said rise in the price of paddy and rice 
has been due to the profiteering policy of the dealers therein? 

(c) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
taking immediate stejjs to stop such profiteering of the dealers? 

(d) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART. 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (o) (;) Yes, the present 
prices are about 50 per cent, higher than pre-war prices. 

(•u) Obviously those who have to purchase rice and have not been 
compensated by a rise in price of other agricultural commodities or 
otherwise by an increase in their income are affected. 

(6) and (r) No. 

(d) The rise is due to shortage of stock on account of the com- 
paratively poor yield of rice in Bengal last year and the increase in 
price of Burma ri(‘e. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is .iware that the iiuantity of rice sold in 
the markets all over Bengal is mostly local rice and that the (piantity 
of Burma rice is very insignifii’ant ? 

The H'Wl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; There is a considerable 
stock of Burma rice here available for those areas where there may be a 
shortage of rice. Undoubtedly the amount of Burma rice is insignifi- 
cant compared to the amount of paddy which is grown in Bengal. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the local rice merchants and 
the rice mill owners have increased the price because there has been a 
rise in the price of Burma rice? 
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Thi HOfl’Me Mr, H. 8. iUHilAWAIIfiY; It u very difficult *to say 
whether the merchants have increased the price. Certainly the price 
of rice has gone up. The price of paddy has gone u[» and consequently 
the price of rice must go up. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hll Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the hoarders of paddy and 
rice have raised the j)rice and that is the reason why the price of rice 
and paddy has been raised? 

The Hon’Ille Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 have heard it said that 
there are hoarders of paddy and ri(‘e. They are not responsible for 
raising the i)rice and there is not much of a hoard. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state who is responsible for raising the price? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; I do not know whether 
Hitler is or is not hut certainly the economic conditions are responsible. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is within the means of the llengal (govern- 
ment to check the rise of jirice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is within the means 
of the llengal (jovernnient if there is profiteering; otherwise it is not 
within onr niean>. As a matter of tact, so far as the rise of price of 
rice is concerned the (Government of India have definitely given us 
advice not to interfere with the wholesale prices of rice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the llou'hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the (Government have set up any machinery 
with a view to investigating whether the rise in price is profiteering 
within the meaning of the Defence of India Rules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, there is a Price 
Control Department here. All District Officers are also Assistant 
Controllers of Price within their respective districts. All Subdivisional 
Officers are also in charge of price control. All the District Officers 
and Subdivisional Officers are consecjuently watching the movement of 
prices. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government will consider the advisability 
of forwarding the proceedings of this House relating to this question to 
the Price Controller? 
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The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; With rery great respect 
to the honourable member I do not se^ that anything useful has cqme 
out of these interpellations. I think we are much more in communi- 
cation with the District Officers than the honourable member thinks. 
Every w^eek w^e send by w'ire the price of rice in Calcutta for their 
information Ad they have instructions to see that the price of rice in 
their respective areas is not above the price of rice in Calcutta plus the 
freight charge and only 5 per cent, for profit. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether (iovernnient have considered the desirability 
of investigating at what prices the stocki.sts of paddy and rice have 
purchased during the season time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It no1 the rice dealers 
or paddy deulers that have raised the price. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are dealing with the province as a w'hole. 
Just fancy tiiat you are a Minister. It is not necessary to enter into 
the question at what price stockists purchased their ]»addy (»r rice. If 
you take the province as a whole it is always ])ossible for (jovernment 
to determine W’hat is the average price. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The pn(e has risen by more 
than 50 per cent, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I feel that instead of that you put something else 
wffiich w'ill help because really going into the (luestion as to the price 
at which an individual stockist may have stored in a particular season 
is entering into a whole Bengal affair. It is practically impossible. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to state whether (lovernment have investigated into the question 
w'hether rice dealers and i)addy dealers are making enormous profits by 
selling rice and paddy? 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Yes, this has l)een the 
subject-matter of investigation and w’e have found that there is no pro- 
fiteering. As has just been pointed out, it is very difficult to be able 
to state if any particular stockist is making profit or not. Just to give 
an example, suppose a particular stockist has purchased rice at Rs. 5 
and he has, say, about 100 maunds of it and thereafter he has purchased 
rice from the Calcutta market here at Rs. 7 and he is selling at the 
market rate. It may just be that for those 100 maunds that he pur- 
chased at Rs. 5 he is making an undue profit, but it is an absolute 
impossibility on the part of (Tovernment to check or to investigate. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN 6HAKRABARTY : 

Pf jsos-80 ’ticsi ^ sm sitjsmr TOr% t 

Mr. SPEAKER: That que.4tiou dnes uot arise. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : Sir, 
rice comparatively ?R I Sf% TITJ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a mutter ol reeortl, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; With reference to his 
previous answer, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
Government have made any thorough investigation into the exact causes 
of thi> rise ot price hy 5(1 per cent, over the pre-war level y 

The Hon»We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, we have to the 
best oi our atulity. There is not only shortage of rice in Bengal hut 
there is shortage of rice in the* whole of India and for a long while the 
iiiil»oit (d Burma lice in Bengal stopped owing to rice being imported 
in (.'ochin and Bomliay wheie the price ol rice had risen higher than in 
Jleiigal. But when the price ot rice, owing to slioiiage in liengal, 
heg'an to rise so that it paid merchants to bring ri(‘e to Bengal, Burma 
rice began to be iinjiorted here. It was assisted by the fact that w'e 
induced merchants to import rice here and we also provided them with 
ship])ing iacilities. It was thereafter that the stock ot liunim rice in 
Bengal rose from 1 lakh maund." to 10 lakh mauiids. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Ministei be pleased to state whether in the investigations carried on to 
the be^t ot the ability of (fovernment any account was taken of the price 
in excess of the price of rice at the time of the last harvest and during 
the jieriod between the last harvest and the previous one and tracing 
in relation to that how tar actually the price rose due to poor yield of 
the (TO]) or how far IjigloT price was on the rise that was actually 
sto}(})ed ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If I weie a Minister, I would have said that it was 
too deep for me I (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir, nothing of the 
kin(J has been done because Government realized that the consumption 
of rice is not static. It is consumed every day and to be able to say 
whether one grain ot rice sold to-day is of the 1938-39 crop or of the 
1939-40 crop is impo.ssible. We have got to see where the price of 
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rice staudn at the present moment and we hare to correlate to that firstly 
the price of' paddy, then add on the milling charges to it and then 
add on a certain amount of profit for middlemen and then see whether 
the price of rice is proper or not. Further we see what the price of rice 
is in the (Calcutta market which is a competitive market. You can also 
take it for granted that if the price of rice was too high here, rice 
wAuld flow in from other places and the price would go down because 
that is a commodity in regard to which there is considerable fluidity 
and if the price of rice was higher in other i)rovinces, rice would flow 
out from this province so that ])ractically the price is maintained on a 
par throughout India. 

Klian Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased U) state what shipping facilities have been afforded 
during the last six months for the import of rice to Chittagong and 
other ports P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think I pointed out to 
the House that before we started taking action there was only a stock of 
1 lakh of Rangoon rice in Calcutta and owing to our efforts we have 
now' got 10 lakh maunds — it has probably gout* down by two lakli 
maunds so that it is now about 8 lakh maunds. Further, tlie lUirma 
(loverninent stopped the export of rice from Arakan and it is the 
Arakan rice that mostly goes to Chittagong. This (jovernment made 
representjitions within a day (»r two both to the (iovernment of India 
as w’ell us to tlie (Iovernment of Hurma and fortunately our representa- 
tions had effect and the Hurma (Iovernment has removed tlie embargo 
on the export of rice from Arakan whi(‘h mostly goes to Chittagong. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR; Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the stock in CliittagongP The 
Hon ’ble Minister perhaps knows that there was flood in the Noakhali 
district. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware what the 
stock in Chittagong is, but if the honourable member desires, not only 
shall 1 find it out but shall make every effort to see that if there is 
shortage in ('’hittagong, the men hants, who are very helpful to us in 
the present moment, imptut rice in (^hittag(»ng. 

Mr. 8YED JAtALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that this abnormal rise in the 
price of rice is due to the fact that the Government of India is pur- 
chasing rice at a ver>^ higher ]>rice for war purposes in order to send it 
to Middle East and outside India? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I am not aware 

of -it. There is shortage. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8-. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that it is the usual practice with 
the rice and paddy stockists to raise their prices as soon as the price of 
Burma rice rises? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (</), is 
Governinent aware what the ]>resent stock of rice in Bengal is? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that. 

Relief Operations and Statement by HofPble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I state 
before answering the question (*72) that the Revenue Department has 
received several questions of this nature about the relief Operations in 
<lifferent districts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I want to say at the present moment is that 
the House will probably be benefited if all these questions are con- 
solidated together and replies given together and supplemntaries follow 
on all these questions. If there are any other similar questions to-day 
or to-morrow, I can pass them over and you can put them all together 
one day. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, what I was 
going to suggest is this that I propose to make a comprehensive state- 
ment dealing with most of the points raised in these questions, so that 
the House may know what the Government are doing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On this question or are there any other questions? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On all the ques- 
tions on relief measures. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I want to say is that you better prepare a 
statement containing replies to all the points and send in an advance 
copy. You need not read the statement. After that supplementary 
questions may be put. 

8 
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8^ BWOX R?iY; I thbl^, Sir, that 

will be very helpful. 


Starretf Quastion No. 74. 

^ Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
has just left the House to attend to some important and unavoidable 
business. He has asked me to inform the House through you, Sir, that 
the answer to question No. 74 is not correct. He, therefore, desires to 
have some time to revise the answer. This question may, therefore, be 
held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be held over. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answen were laid on the table) 

Chief Inspeotors and Inspectors of Jute Regulation Department. 

51. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoifble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

{(i) the number of (1) Chief Inspectors and (2) Inspectors at 
present existing in the Jute Regulation Department; 

(b) their names; 

(c) their educational qualifications; 

(d) their pay and other allowances; and 

(e) other privileges, if any? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (o) (1) The 

number of Chief Inspectors working in the Jute Regulation Depart- 
ment is 37. In addition there are three Inspectors-in-charge. 

(2) The sanctioned strength of Inspectors is 135 but the number 
actually working is 130 including the three Inspectors-in-oharge. 

(6) and (c) A list showing the names and educational qualificationa 
of the Chief Inspectors and the Inspectors is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) The pay of the Chief Inspector is Rs.lOO per month and that of 
the Inspector is R8.75 In dry and river districts the Chief Inspectors 
ere allowed Rs.50 and Rs.75 respectively per month as fixod travelling 
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allowance while the Inspectors are allowed R8.35 and B6.50 rea{>ec> 
tively per month. The Inspector-in-charge holds somewhat indepen- 
dent charge of sub-charges, namely, Howrah, Siliguri and Chittagong. 

(e) The Chief Inspectors and the Inspectors are allowed in addition 
to fixed travelling allowance single second and inter class fares respec- 
tively when they actually perform their journeys by steamer or rail- 
ways. In case of travelling outside their jurisdiction they are allowed 
single railway or steamer fares of their respective classes plus a daily 
allowance of Re. 1-12 in lieu of fixed travelling allowance for the days. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Chief Inspectors appointed 
by Government before were not taken as Chief Inspectors this time? 

The HOn’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 don t know, Sir, bow 
that question arises. 


Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is that J Imxc -een 
the names of Chief Inspectors on the Tabrary Table, and J Mid that 
many of the gentlemen who were appointed as Chief In^^pecl u . before 
(luring the last survey uere not apjioirited this time as Chit 1 Inspectors. 
I want to know whether it is a fact. 


Mr. SPEAKER : You will have to put that question separately. 
That is an independent question. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that many of the gentlemen appoint- 
ed as Chief Inspectors betore were not taken this time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will have to put that question separately. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the communal ratio has been maintained in 
appointing Chief Inspectors? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to touch the communal matter if I 
can avoid it. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
l)e pleased to state how long the services of these Chief Inspectors will 
be necessary for the regulation of jute? 
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Mfi SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the Chief Inspectors are still in service? 

Mfa SPEAKER: Separate question please. 

Appointment of Scheduled Castes in higher grade olerioal service 
under Communications and Works Department. 

52. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of clerical employees serving at present in the 

Public Works Department, Bengal; and 

(ii) the number of higher and lower grade clerks in each Circle that 

are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is no higher grade clerks from the 
Scheduled Caste.s in the Province of Bengal? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take for 
increasing the number of Scheduled Caste employees in the higher grade 
on the service ratio basis? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar); (^z) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(6) No. 

(c) Vacancies in the higher grade of clerical service in the subor- 
dinate offices are filled up by the method of promotion to which Com- 
munal Ratio Rules do not apply. 

In the Secretariat, however, certain upper division clerical posts are 
filled up by direct recruitment on the basis of Communal Ratio Rules, 
and I hope that qualified Scheduled Caste candidates will be forth- 
coming to take their due share of these recruitments on the Communal 
Ratio basis. 
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Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Eon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the GoTernment is willing to try to bring up 
Scheduled Caste candidates? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbaiar: 

Certainly. 


Pay and prospects of Inferior Covornment servants. 

54. Dr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) With reference the reply 
given to unstarred question No. on the 3rd February, 1941, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the report of the Special Officer has yet l>een published? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the negative, will the TToirble Minister 
be pleased to state when the said report is likely to l>e published ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 'Phc hotioural)]e member is reierred to 
the reply given to unstarred (juestion No. 27 in this session. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the lIonMe Minister be 
jileased to state when ^\as the report of the Spt‘cial Oflicer submitted to 
tjovernment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The report has Wn 
submitted to Government. 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: t)ii what date the report was sub- 
mitted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWRDY: i think at the beginning 
of Deceml>er, 1940, or end of November, 1940. 


8pecial Officer of Co-operative Department for framing Rules. 

55. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Dei)artment be pleased to state whether, and if so, when the services of 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Arshad Ali as Special Officer in the Co-oi>erative 
Department for the framing of Rules under the Bengal Co-operative 
Societies Act, 1940, have been dispensed with? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the rea.sons therefor? 
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(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the services 
of any other person have been requisitioned in place of Khan Bahadur 
A. M. Arshad Ali? 

(d) If 80 , is he an officer of the Co-operative Department or an out- 
sider? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary MuHick): (a) On the ^Ist May, 1941. 

{h) Does not arise, 

{c) Yes. 

id) A retired officer of the Co-operative Department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaserl to state whether all the rules have already been framed, and, if 
so, whether the rules have been published ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The rules have 
been framed and they are under examination and are expected to be pub- 
lished very soon. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the painful necessity of taking in a retired 
officer? 

Mr. SPEAKER:! It is obvious; if I had to do it, I would ha\^ 
exactly done the same thing. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Government say that it is their 
policy not to take retired officers. If that is their policy, then why that 
has not h(*en followed in this case? Let the explanation he exposed and 
let the public decide whether the explanation is quite satisfactory or 
not. What was the necessity on the part of Government of taking in 
a retired officer in preference to others who are already in the service? 

The Hon’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Because we 
<'ould not find out an officer who would be able to do it as quickly as 
could he done by this officer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government tried by publishing an adver- 
tisement to find out a suitable candidate? 


llr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. 
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Mr. ATUL KRIMNA GHOSt: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether an enquiry was made into the department 
itself to find out a suitable person? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK; We certainly 
had the matter examined in the department and we thought that this 
gentleman who was associated with the Bill at some stage would Ibe 
able to prepare the rules and finish them quickly. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state on what date and under which circular letter Govern- 
ment enquired into the matter departmentally to find out a suitable 
person ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: It is out of this question that we 
can find out the truth. 


Expenditure in connection with appointment of Special Offloer for 
inferior Government servants. 

57. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: (a) With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question Xo. 9 on the drd February, 1941, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state the amount incurred as — 

( 1 ) travelling expenses, and 
salary 

of the Special Officer engaged to enquire into and report on the improve- 
ment of service conditions of the inferior employees? 

(h) Will the Hon’l)le Mini.ster be pleased to .state whether the 
Si»ecial Officer vi.sited the nuifassal towns of Bengal? 

(c) If HO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
of the inferior employees of the mufassal town were granted interviews 
by him? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Between the 2lid May, 
1940 (the date of his appointment), and the 30th November, 1940 (the 
data on which he submitted his report), the Special Officer drew 
H8.697-14 as travelling allowance and Rs. 11,596-12 as salary. During 
this period he was also engaged in other enquiries on labour matters. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 
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The Secretary then read out the following message received from 
the Bengal Legislative Council: — 

“That the Bengal Touts Bill, 1&40, is passed by the Bengal Legis- 
l^tive Council with amendments at its meeting held on the 12th August^ 
1941, and that the concurrence of the Assembly be asked for the amend- 
ments which have been printed and circulated to the House.” 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon'We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Haw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select 
Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY! Sir, I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be recommitted to the same Select Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, while going through the various provisions of 
this Bill this morning, I was reminded of a story 

Mr. BREAKER: I am also reminded of a story. I hope you will 
not mind it. There are very imjxntant discussions going on amongst 
all parties for a settlement, and 1 would beg of the House to confine tho 
debate as briefly as possible to the i>oint8 which are really in issue. 
You will please c*onfine yourself to the point as to why this Bill should 
go to the same Select Committee. 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Let us postpone to-day a 

programme, 

Mr. SPEAKER. After all the jmrties are agreed, I am prepared to 
finish this matter as quickly as possible. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We shall only give points. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; While going through tho 
different provisions of this Bill, I was reminded of a story. A beggar 
in his usual round of begging accidentally came across a big man’s, 
place. Sir, unfortunately for the beggar that big man had a very fero- 
cious Alsatian dog and that dog was not in chain at that time. The- 
dog fell upon the unfortunate beggar and in his fear he shouted 

C!^ ?^8 Tin r 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


15 


1941.] 


Sir, the Hon’ble Minister who has just asked us to consider this Bill 
ha^ said in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that this taxation 
measure is necessary for the purpose of carrying out measures for the 
stabilisation of jute prices and for furthering the interests of the grow- 
ers of jute in the province and of the industry* generally. Sir, the con- 
dition of the jx)or jute-growers of Bengal is not unknown to you and to 
the members of this House. They have undergone much trouble iu 
the past 


Mfi SPEAKER: What has that got to do with the reference to the 
Select Committee? 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I would ask the llou ble 
Minister not to trouble the poor cultivators any further. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore it .should go back to the Sele(*t Com- 
mittee. Let us therefore have some redemption also. Is that your 
point ? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: This is an indirect way of 
opposing this Bill. 1 .submit that w'e are not prepared to .support any 
measure that will tax raw jute. I gave my reasons in my previous 
speech very clearly and this time I shall not repeat my previous argu- 
ments. f'roni niv ex}>erien( e, Sir, I have .studied the trouble of the jute- 
growers of Bengal. To-day, in reply to the unstarred question No. 61, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has given us a picture of the exploi- 
tation of the cultivators by the Chief Inspector, InsjHictorH, Assistant 
Inspectors and Preliminary Jute Assi.stants and others. Sir, the money 
that has been spent on these employees is from the revenues of this 
province. The net re.sult of these upjKiintments and imrticularly the 
regulation is that the.Ne cultivators had to wait days together ami walk 
a distance, an average distance, of (S or 10 miles a day to see the Range 
Inspector or the Director of T^and Records going from place to place. 
Now they have got their licence. The Hon'hle Minister has come 
forward with a Bill again to stabilise the jute prices and for furthering 
the interests of the jute-growers. He has not given us any definite 
idea as t<» uhat interests will be furthered by taxation. He wants 
Rs. 50 lakhs or more or less by this taxation. But he has not given 
us any definite scheme to show how he intends to further the interests 
of the jute-grower.s. Sir, to my mind — not only to my mind but also 
to the mind of others of my way cjf thinking — it is absolutely beyond 
the range of the Government of Bengal to do any the least good to the 
growers of jute of Bengal. If any good can be done to these poor culti- 
vators of Bengal, it can be done by the peace proposals of Mr. Churchill 
and President Roosevelt or by Hitler. 
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Mr. SPEAlCEfl : So, the Bill should go to the Select Ooihinittee ! 


Mr. iVED ilALALUDDIII HA8HEMY: The answer is that there 
will be free trade and some regulation of raw materials all over the world 
and that will include the raw jute of Bengal. Sir, if the peace pro- 
posals of Mr. Churchill and President Roosevelt materialise I am sure 
that the cultivators of Bengal, I mean the jute-growers of Bengal, will 
be benefited. When the sea will be oi)ened and when the raw materials 
will be open to competition, there will be lots of purchasers throughout 
the world and then and then alone the jute-growers can be benefited or 
as I have suggested, if Hitler’s new order comes 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Hashemy, you are going beyond 
the scope of your amendment. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, that is my conviction. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have got certain convictions of mine and one of 
the convictions is that you must be relevant. I do not want to shut 
you out, but you should confine yourself to the point under dis(‘ussion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: You asked for points and 
here is a point. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: My honest belief is this. 
If this tax is realised from Rhipi>ers and occupiers of mills, ultimately 
the growers’ interests will be jeopardised. These shippers and occu- 
piers of jute mills are an intelligent set of people. They know their 
business. Can anybody in this House tell me that these shipi>er8 and 
owners of jute mills have so long run their business at a loss? Sir, no 
auditor, no accountant, nobody can say that they have undergone any 
loss in this business. If any actuary is appointed by the Hon’ble 
Minister, he will find that invariably dividends that have l)een given by 
the shippers, dealers and millowners have exceeded at least tTfA per cent, 
every year. They have never been and will never be losers. Sir, the 
purpose for which I am asking the Hon’ble Minister to recommit the 
Bill to the same Select Committee is that he may raise the amount of 
tax proposed, 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are so relieved to hear that. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: He has proposed a tax of 
2 annas per maund of jute purchased by the shippers and occupiers of 
mills. I suggest, as has been suggested by some of my friends, that 
^ should be raised to 8 annas or as some have suggested that it should 
he raised to 4 annas per maund. That will mean something. Even if 
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that is raised) the shippers and occujners of mills will not hesitate to 
submit to this proposal. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, he 
has also mentioned the interests of the jute industry generally. But he 
has not said anything to show how much out of the tax collected will 
go to do good to the jute industry generally. If some amount had been 
earmarked for that purpose, we could have understood the position of 
the jute-growers of Bengal. That has not been done. Here is a loop- 
hole for doubt, misunderstanding and misgiving. That should also be 
cleared up, what he means by improving the jute industry' generally. 
The jute industry does not require any improvement from tho Govern- 
ment of Bengal. They are S6df-sutficient and they can improve their 
industry in their own way. This idea shouhl l>e rem()ve<l from the mind 
of Government of doing good to the jute industry generally. Sir, there 
are other provisions in this Bill which require revision, reeoTisideration 
and alteration. Therefore, Sir, T suggest that this Bill should go again 
to the same Select Committee, so that they may reconsider our view- 
point and submit their rej)ort by »‘i()th March, 194L\ 

With these few words, Sir, 1 commend my motion to the accejyt- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion oi my friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will be brief. 

Mr. NtHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I shall confine myself 
only to the points that have emerged from the Select Committee’s report. 

I rise to support the motion of my friend Mr. Syed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy tor the recommittal of this Bill to the same S(d(4<-t Com- 
mittee. Now’ that the report of the Select (’ommittee is before the 
House, it is interesting to mde that in the report liave sjmken in 
perfect unanimity with tlie Hon’ble Minister the representatives of the 
European Group, some of the Indian merchiuits and so .on and so 
forth. We hnd that out of ten memhers the following have been in 
perfect unanimity with regard to this Bill:— The Hon’ble Minister, 
Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Walker, Mr. Rahman, Mr. Abdul Karim and 
Mr. Ispahaiii ; but a note of dissent has come from four other members. 
In Mr. Khaitan’s note of dis.sent he simply says “I reserve the right 
to move amendments in the Assembly”. He does not give us any 
idea or any points on which he gives his note of dissent. He simply 
reserves his right to move amendments. It appears to me that 
Mr. Khaitan has been practically neutrali.sed and has not an.ything 
concrete to say about any point of dissent which he should like to bring 
forward before the House straightaway. Sir, it indeed raises an 
apprehension when we find such a chorus of unanimity among those 
who have actually agreed on the Bill. 
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Sir, tlie tax is sought or is claimed to be imposed on the indus- 
trialists, on the jute mills at the mill gate. The raw jute is to be 
taxed. That has been the claim of the Hon’ble Minister in charge and 
he has through that means tried to assure the House and the country 
that it is not really going to be a tax imposed on the jute-growers; it 
is going to be a tax imposed on the industrialists and to be confined to 
the industrialists, and, Sir, he has in his inimitable way given us a 
very bright promise of how this tax is intended to benefit the jute- 
growers with a view to devise measures for the stabilisation of jute 
prices. But there is not the slightest reference as to how jute prices 
are going to be stabilised, on w’hat principle are jute prices. going to 
be stabilised, nor has that been w'orked out in advance, nor have the 
peasants been assured that they are going to get an economic, reason- 
able price for their produce. After having assured that price to the 
jute-growers, the tax might be imposed on the industrialists, or. in 
other words, the jute manufacturers, so that it might not be shifted 
on to the growers in any case. 

Sir, in drawing the attention of the House to the minutes of 
dissent, I should like to refer to Mr. Shahedali's minute of dissent 
which has raised very pertinent points of objection, which no one in 
this House <’an afford to overlook. Mr. Shahedali in his minute of 
dissent has pointed out straightaway that in the fii\st place coupled 
with tlie fact tluit there is no minimum price guaranteed for the jute- 
grow^ers, there is not even a guarantee that this tax will md be shifted 
on to the jute-growers ultimately. The same ap])rehension has been 
expressed by Mr. Mafizuddin Ahmed in his minute of dissent and also 
the question of price has been raised by Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal 
in his minute of dissent too. 

Now, Sir, from these we find that all those who have raised their 
objections have done so on the very forceful points, points which are 
inter-connected, namely, the necessity of fixing up a minimum price 
of jute before the tax is imposed and that of the guarantee that the tax 
cannot by any means be shifted on to the backs of the jute-grow'ers. 
In the absence of these twm assurances and guarantees 1 think that it is 
quite legitimate and natural to raise the apprehension that this tax 
will ultimately go on to the jute-grower. 

Here I would draw your attention, Sir, to one contention w'hich 
Mr. Shahedali sought to make out in his minute of dissent, namely, 
that the question of jute prices, as now recognised by the Government, 
is of such j)aramount importance that it is worth w^hile getting funds 
out of the general revenues of the province after a carefully thought- 
out measure has already been devised with a view to secure higher and 
economic prices for jute. The Hon’ble Minister has refrained from 
doing anything of the kind beyond giving a very very vague assurance 
and promise which by itself means nothing. 
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Now, Sir, I should like to suggest this. If it were really the 
intention of the Hon’ble Minister to tax the jute industrialists with a 
\riew to secure funds for the purpose of working out measures for 
regulating the price of jute and giving a better price of jute to the 
jute-grower, then I think the Hon’ble Minister would have done better 
to impose a tax on the jute industrialists, on the profit that the jute 
industry is making to-day. By imposing a tax on the reserves whic*li 
the jute industrialists have actually built up, — starting with very 
small capital comparatively speaking, making enormous profits and 
thereby creating reserves, — ample funds might be obtained. The mills 
to-day are making a big profit. If a tax was imposed on the gross 
output of the industry, then. Sir, I think much larger funds would have 
been available not only for devising effective measures for the regula- 
tion of jute price, but also for what is most essential, the Ilon’ble 
Minister might have got enough funds to build warehouses in all the 
countrysides and to build up some sort of jute marketing banks or 
jute marketing funds for the purpose of giving advances to the jute 
peasants and enabling them to hold on their jute crop in the warehouses 
until the market would be compelled to give a proper price for the 
jute that it wanted. Sir, there was a very very feasible method of 
getting funds and also of devising ways and means for securing better 
price of jute, but that course has not been adopted. If that course had 
been adopted there would have been no apprehension whatsoever of a 
tax on raw jute being put on to the backs of the jute-grower. Besides, 
the other purposes which the Hon’ble Minister has been professing 
would have been fulfilled well enough. From these considerations, if 
you will just bear with me a little more patiently, it can be contended 
that this Bill, as it is to-day, is full of very great dangers, dangers for 
the jute growers and the peasantry in general and instead of allaying 
any of the fears it makes the difficult situation to-day all the more 
w^orse. Therefore, our proposal for recommitting the Bill to the 
Select Committee supported by the minutes of dissent can, I think, 
deserve better consideration from the Government, because the Select 
Committee can get an opportunity also to get from the Hon’ble 
Minister a more detailed proposal and plan as to how he is going to 
guard against the possibility of this tax being put on to the jute- 
growers and by precisely what measures he is going to help the sustain- 
ing and holding power of the jute-growers. And if the Hon’ble 
Minister were in a position to give those two assurances before this 
House, I think his laudable object of trying to rai.se funds by taxation 
at the same time sparing the tenants, as he professes to do, would get 
uniyersal support from the House. But in the absence of those vital 
assurances on these important and decisive points, I think this Bill 
raises very legitimate and natural fears and must be opposed at the 
present stage. To give the Government an opportunity really to work 
out reasonable and practical schemes and measures and also to iret 
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these necessary assurances the Bill should be recommitted to the 
Select Oonimittee. Let the Government apply its mind and come 
before the Hom^ with well thought-out plans and schemes on both 
these points and get universal support for this measure. 

^ J, therefore, support Mr. Hashemy’s motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: 8ir, 1 am sorry to find 
that the speech with w'hich I heralded this measure as well as my 
speech in reply have been forgotten by the honourable members. In 
that speech I made it quite clear that we propose to stabilise prices by 
means of regulations of sowings as well as by making provision for 
giving more holding power to the agriculturists. Now, Sir, 1 realise 
that the amount of taxation that has been put in is indeed very little. 
Two annas per maund will not be able to achieve the object in any very 
large measure. We need considerably more sums and I feel a certain 
amount of gratefulness for those members that have suggested that we 
should impose a tax of 4 to 8 annas on every maund of jute so as to 
secure for Government substantial sums with which we can embark 
on a large poli<*y for securing to the agriculturists better holding power. 
But tlic fill t is that we have not made any experiments in this direction, 
and I tlinilv that it will be a grave error on the i)art of the Assembly to 
place nioiiey in the hands of Government to such an extent that 
Government may be tempted to fritter it away on measures which have 
not becTi properly thought out. 1 think. Sir, that the amount of money 
we have asked for is sufficient for our regulation purposes and will 
enable us to make small exi)eriments, so that thereafter, after w’e have 
succeeded in getting the jute-grow'ers to associate together, to 
standardise their jute and bring good jute in the market in the form 
in which the buyer wants it, to give them sufficient holding p(»wer by 
means of warehouses and advances, after we have succeeded in these 
measures, after the plan has been thoroughly worked out, we can 
spread it throughout Bengal, but until we have seen what the snags 
are, 1 do not think it will be wise to impose any large measure of 
taxation. 

Sir, some honourable members have stated to-day that they object 
to taxation on jute — I think Mr. Hasbemy said it. When, however, 
I was piloting the Sales Tax through this House, there was a demand 
from every part of the Assembly, that jute should be taxed and I 
think that members of the party to which Mr. Julaluddin Hasbemy 
belongs also voiced that view. Then it is stated that fixation of a 
minimum price for jute must precede taxation. I have already pointed 
out that without standardisation of jute and of weights and 
measures, without fixation of grades and quality, without various 
other measures wdiich w^e .shall have to take, this is impossible. But 
if we take these measures, we are within a measurable distance of it 
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and the fixation of ininimum price of jute which was impoasiUe t)elor& 
regulation is now a possibility", ^ut not at this stage. TjTe shall have 
to work out our schemes at first, and it is possible that if in the 
process we have been able to strengthen the hands of'^he cultivator, 
it may not be necessary to impose minimum prices with all the oon4 
comitant difficulties of administering such a regulation. 

Mr, Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar forgets that the power of Govern- 
ment to levy tax is somewhat limited and I have very grave doubt 
whether this Government can impose any tax on the reserves of 
various jute mills; if we can impose such a tux, I shall he only too- 
glad to impose it, because 1 would like money from all sources in order 
to build up our finances, but for the time being I am afraid we shall 
have to be content with this present tax. 

Sir, I reiterate once again that the question whether the tax will 
fall on the cultivator cannot be solved by merely repeating one’a 
conviction that the jute-grower will have to pay the tax whatever 
happens, a (‘onviction largely tinged by one’s proclivities and not by 
a dispassionate and critical examination of the economics of the trade. 
It is an economic truth that the tax will not fall on the jute-growera 
but will be borne by all persons engaged in the industry, including the 
foreign consumer, according to the pressure and interplay of supply 
and demand. 

One word more, Sir, regarding the expression “jute industry” 
in the Bill and 1 have finished. By “jute industry” we do not refer 
only to the mills. By “jute industry” is meant the entire business of 
jute from the jute-grower up to the export market and beyond, and it 
is intended to spend the proceeds of the taxation in some measure at 
least, for the benefit of the jute industry as a whole. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that the Raw Juta 
Taxation Bill be recommitted to the same Select Committee, was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYEt-~41. 


AM«I Wants, Maalirl. 

AHI Fait, Mr. MS. 

Akaiai Knaa, Mr. IjraS. 

Aiiaiaitfia Ahnai, Mr. 
taaarjaa, Mr. praaiatlia Natli. 

•aaarii, Mr. latya Friya. 

•arma. taka prtaiharl. 
tarma, Mr. Faiapallt 
•arnaa, lalHi Myaaia FraaaS. 
iaraiaa, talw UyaaSra Natk. 

•aaa, Mr. taatatli Kanar. 

•taarai, taka Ukakail Narayia. 
•hvai, Ht tartakra Nalk. 

•aaa, «r. karat kkaakra. 

Okkkrakarty, Hr. kaHakra Natk. 
kkafcrakarty, taka Naraakra Narayaa, 


•kaakkarl, Rai Naraakra Natk. 

Oaa, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Oatta Maiaaikar, Mr. NIkaraaka. 
laikakal Haaaa, Kail. 

Nktia. I|r. Atal Rrlafcaa. 

•iaaakkia Akaiak, Hr. 

•apta. Hr. k. N 

kalalakkia Haakaaiy, Mr. kyak. 
kaaak All Majaaikar. Maatvi. 

KWH, ^r. NtokHa Nalk. 

Maakaf. Mr. AavNa Ul. 

Naakal, Mr. Krlikaa Fraaak. 
Maairattaaiaa iMaaiakaki, Maalaaa Mk. 
MaakX NMktki IM. 

Fraaiaalk, Hr. Tarialtfcaraa. 

RaaHaak^ Akawk, Hr. 
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Rty, Mr, ClMfV OMMlra. 
flO, Mr. Maimatlia Natii. 
taayal, Mr. IimhIu MkliBr. 
tin, Mr. Atvl Oliantfra. 
tiialiilali, Mr. 


•hamnMln AkMttf, Mr. M. 
Ilnfha, BAka Kikitra Natk. 
Waflar Raknian, Manivi. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES-97. 


Aktfal Hati, Mr. Mia. 

Akkul Hakim Vlkrampari, Maulvl mi. 

Akkal Namltf. Mr. A. M. 

AktfHl Jakkar, Maulvl. 

Aktful Kakvr, Mr. (allai Lai Mtah). 

Aktui Karim. Mr. 

Akkul MaJM. Mr. tytk (Neakkall). 

AkkttI Motalik Malik, Dr. 

Aktful Wakak Khan. Mr. 

Akkulla-al-Mahmaod. Mr. 

Akkur Rahman. Khan Bahadur A. P. M. 

Akkur RathHk, Mautvi Mk. 

Abkur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl I. (Niwrah). 
Akkur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Ihah (Ranfiur). 
Akkur Ranak. Maulvl. 

Abkut thihiik, MiBlvl Mk. 

Akikur RMi Ohiwkhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Abul Haihim, Maulvl. 

Akul Hotaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmtk All Bnayatkurl. Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmik All Mrlkha, Maulvl. 

Ahmtk Htiain, Mr. 

Amlnullah, Khan laklb Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Mk. 

Aulak HiMaIn Khan, Khan BahHur Maulvl. 
Athar All, Maulvl. 

Barat All, Mr. Mk. 

Bliwai, Mr. Railk Lai. 

Okipptnkali, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oat, Ral tahlk KIrIt Bhutan. 

Ikkar, Mr. Upankranath. 

Paaiul Huk, tha Han'kla Mr. A. K. 

Paalul Quaklr, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Pulur Rahman, Mr. (Oaaaa). 

Pulur Rahman, Mr. (Mymaniinfh). 
aiakklhf. Mr. D., O.I.E. 

•rimiht. Mr. 0. 

Haklkallak, tka Han’kla Nawab Bakailur K., at 
Dacaa. 

Hafltukkln Ohaukhurl, Maulvl. 

Hamlkukkln Ahmad, Khan lahM. 

Haianutiaman, Maulvl Mk. 

Haakam All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Hatina Murihak, M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamakar, Khan tahlk Maulvl. 

Hayuraak, Mr. Ragart. 

Kuam All Mina, tahikiaka Kawan kah tyak. 
Kwnaky, Mr. 1. 1. 

Matiukktn Ahmad, Dr. (Baira). 


Maiaukkin Ahmad, Maulvl (TIpppara). 

Mahtak. Maharajkumar Ukay Ohank. 

Mankal, Mr. Banka Baharl. 

Mankal, Mr. kagat Ohankra. 

Manirukkin Akhank, Maulvl. 

Mahtln Ail, Mr. Mk. 

Margin, Mr. B., O.f.C. 

Maiiam All Mollah, Maulvl M. 

Maiammal Huq, Maulvl Mk. 

Muhammad Ataal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl lyak. 
Muhammad Ikrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad lihaqua, Maulvl. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvl. 

Muhammad talalman, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Mukarlaa, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Mulllak, tha Hon’kit Mr. Mukunka Bahary. 

Mullick. Mr. Pulln Bahary. 

Muiharruff Haatain, tha Han'kla Nawak, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muitagawtal Haqua, Mr. lyak. 

Hanky, tha Han'kla Maharaja Irlaahankra, at 
CaMimkuar. 

Naiarullah. Hawakiaka K. 

Haarukkin, Mr. K. 

PaHIngar, Mr. B. U. 

Ralkut, tha Han'kla Mr.lPraaanna Dab. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Pitiram. 
lakarukkin Ahmad, Mr. 

•atrukdln Ahmad, HaJI. 
lahaka-Alam, Mr. Syak. 
iaiim, Mr. I. A. 

•arkar, Baku Makhuaukan. 
fan, kagaah Ohankra, Ral Bahadur. 

•habakukkin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Ihamaukkln Ahmad Kbankkar, Mr. 

•Irkar, Baku Litta Munka. 

Ipallar, Mr. 4 . A. 

•tark, Mr. A. P. 
ttavan, Mr. J. W. R. 
gukrawarky, tha Han'kla Mr. H. t. 

Tamliukkin, Khan, tha Han'kla Mr. 

Tapurlab, Maagtu Lall. Ral Bahadur, 
ratal Ahmad, Okoukbury, Maulvl HaJI. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitabaak, Mr. R. B. 

Warkawarth. Mr. W. 0. 

Yauaut Mina. 

Yaaul Ail Ohaakkury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 97 the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the Bengal 
Baw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, as reported by the Select Committee be 
taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 {2) 

Mf. SPEAKER. Mr. Biswas, have you seen where the word *^jute- 
mill” occurs in the Bill? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. It occurs in section 2, sub- 
clause (3) and in section 4. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Let us see. You visualise a jute-mill where there 
will be a warehouse which will not be a mill but which will still have 
the jute purchased in store. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. Sir, under clause 3 a tax will 
be levied on every maund of raw' jute purchased by the occupier of a 
jute-mill. Now\ the word “jute-mill” is defined as a factory under 
the Factories Act. I w'ant it to include the warehouse. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that. Suppose a jute-mill purchases 
raw jute and stocks not in its warehouse but in some other place. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am not concerned with that. 
If the jute-mill purchases jute, the tax will be levied on its purchase. 
It does not matter where the jute-mill stores it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, where is the necessity of your amendment? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My point is that the words 
““occupier of a jute-mill” shall mean the occupier of a warehouse where 
jute is stored after it is purchased. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The jute-mill will include a 
•warehouse. 

Mr. SIPBAiKER: So that the position comes to this. If I purchase 
jute and keep it in your warehouse, you will be liable to pay the tax. 
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Mr/SURENDRA NATH DI8WA8: No. 
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The tax shall be levied 


on jute purchased by the occupier. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: No. You have not got anything to show that it 
means that. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, the word “occupier” is 
also defined. Under sub-clause (J) of clause 2, occupier of a jute-mill 
means the person who has ultimate control over the affairs of the 
jute-mill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have gone through it very carefully and I feel 
that this amendment is unnecessary. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Why I want it, I shall make it 
clear. ’ I want that the tax should be levied on jute purchased by the 
trader who stocks it in his warehouse after purchase. That is my 
object in view. A trader purchases jute and stores it in a warehouse. 
That is what is done generally. I want that Government should have 
power to levy the tax on jute purchased not only by the jute-mill but 
also by the trader. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. So that it will come to treble taxation. 

! 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: No, Sir The Hon ble 

Minister in the Statement of Objects and Reasons has stated “In the 
course of its progress from the grower to the ultimate consumer in 

Bengal, the intention is that only one such sale or purchase 

shall be liable to the tax”. There is a clause to that effect, to which 
I want to draw your attention. That is the sub-clause (2) of clause 3. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your amendment, if carried, means that so far as 
the Bill is concerned, all raw jute which is not consumed by the jute- 
mill or sent out for consumption within the villages will have to pay 
this tax. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Yes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your amendment also means that the amount of 
jute which Government has kept free for local consumption by the 
cultivator will have to pay the tax. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The local consumption ia 
very insignificant. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You will have to pay the tax. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I was going to say that Ipcai 
consumption of jute is very insignificant. It is about 5 laklis of bales, 
only. It will not be taxed unless it is purchased from the trader. The 
cultivator does not purchase jute nor does he possess a warehouse. It 
is the trader who purchases jute and stocks it in his warehouse. If 
my amendment is accepted, the jute purchased by the trader will be^ 
liable to be taxed. Now, Sir, in sub-clause (^) of clause 3, you will 
find that no tax shall be leviable on any raw jute in respect of which 
such tax has already been paid. If the jute purchased by a trader is 
once taxed that jute will not be liable to a further tax when purchased 
by the mills under sub-clause of clause 3. So, tliere is no fear 
of double taxation. 

Then, Sir, what are the reasons for which I have moved this 
amendment? My reasons are these. Government want to raise 
Ils. 50 lakhs every year. Now, in order to raise Its. 50 lakhs at the 
rate of 2 annas per maund, (iovernment require at least SO lakhs of 
bales of jute to be taxed, lluring the last \ear what hapj)ened? Not 
more than 55 lakh.s of bales were purchased by the jute-mills and 
shippers together and about 00 lakhs of bales were purcha.sed by the 
traders and kept stocked in their warehouses. So, ha<l this law heea 
in force last year, Government could not rai.se this fifty lakhs of rupees 
by taxing raw jute purchased bj the mills and the shippers. But I want 
that Government may get the full amount of this tax every year. 
They may get it by taxing raw jute purchased by the shippers as well 
as the mills, if they purcha.se .sufficiently, but if they do not purchase 
sufficiently, as they did not last >ear, owing to many causes — owing to 
war and other cau.ses — and jute purcha.sed and stored in the godow'na 
or warehouses of the middle men and traders here in C'alcutta or in the 
mufassal, is not taxed, then Government will not be able to raise the 
sum of rupees fifty lakhs which, they .say, they require every year 
for meeting the expenses for stabilising jute prices and other purposes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I have to interfere again. Your 
language is not clear. “After it is purchased” by whom? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Purchased by the occupier of 
a mill or the occupier of a warehouse. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You nowhere mention it. Your “jute-mill” 
means a factory and includes a warehouse where raw jute is stored 
after it is purchased. Therefore, it follows that a mufassal malx who 
stores jute after purchase becomes a jute-mill by your definition. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I will have to declare it out of order 
unless you can satisfy me. 

lift 8URENDRA NATH BISWASs Sir, you have asked me who 
will pay the tax. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My question is, as your definition stands “jute- 
mill” means a warehouse where raw jute is stored after it is purchased. 
Therefore, if you have got a store in Madaripur for taking jute to 
Calcutta, that is a jute-mill within this definition. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BIS WAS: A warehouse becomes a jute- 
mill according to my definition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard you very carefully, but I am sorry 
I have to declare it out of order. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Under clause 3 the tax will 
be leviable on raw jute purchased by the occupier of a jute-mill. If 
I am the occupier of that jute-mill or rather the occupier of the 
warehouse where jute is purchased, let me pa\ the tax. It does not 
matter to Government. It does not matter to anybody. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It matters very much as to who is to pay. The 
whole scope of this Bill is that it must be paid at the metropolitan 
centre, in other words, by the man who deals directly with the mills 
either by purchase or by shipping and thi'^ scope has left out altogether 
the mufassal area. I am sorr\ 1 have to declare this motion out of 
order . 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, it is an enabling clause. 
It does not make it compulsory on the part of Government to raise the 
tax from the purchasers in the mufassal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry it is out of order. 

Mr. Abul Fazl, your amendment No. 4 is absolutely badly drafted. 
How do you mean to say that “purchased” means “acceptance of 
contract of sale”? 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: I mean to include forward sale. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But your draft does not mean that. I am sorry 
it is out of order. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, may I ask one point of 
information? How is ‘^purchased” to be defined? It is very imports 
ant 'because on purchases the tax will be levied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I could have understood if my friend had drafted, 
' ‘purchased” means purchased, delivered and accepted or entered into 
a contract for the same purpose or something like that, but his amend# 
ment suggests “purchased” means acceptance of contract of sale — 
one is a verb and another is a noun. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I be permitted 

to give a short-notice amendment in the same language as you have 
just said? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no. Please devote a little more care when 
you draft your amendments. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the importance 
of the definition of the word “purchased”, I think you will kindly 
allow an amendment to convert the noun into a verb. 


Mr. 8PEAKER; I am sfirry. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 2 (7), in line 4, after the w’ord “Bengal” at the end, the worda 
“and includes such agent” be added. 

Sir, my object is to make the agent of the shipper also liable to 
pay the tax. The definition of “shipper of jute” must include the 
agent of the shipper of jute. The reason why I have put this amend- 
ment is this. Suppo.se one person does hi.s bu.siness from Assam. He 
appoints an agent here in ('alcutta to despatch jute from the f'alcutta 
port or Chittagong port. Now, the shipjier of jute, as defined here, 
means any person who purchases raw jute and supplies it himself or 
by an agent to any person including himself outside Bengal, that is 
the words “shipper of jute” do not include the agent who is stationed 
within Bengal. If a person despatche.s jute from Bengal by his agent 
either from the port of Chittagong or Calcutta and does not reside in 
Bengal, still he will be the shipper of jute according to this definition, 
and not his agent. I want to include that agent who works here in 
Bengal within the definition of “shipper of jute,” otherw’i,se it will 
be very difficult to realise the tax from the shipper of jute if he resides 
outside Bengal. That is the reason for which I have moved this 
amendment. 
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Tlfe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, Mr. Biswas’s 
amendment meant that the purchasers were being taxed. But this 
is a tax on purchases ami it does not matter whether the man is in 
Bengal or whether he is in Asam. That jute which has been purchased 
will be taxed. 

The motion of Mr, Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 2 (7), in 
line 4, after the word “Bengal” at the end, the words “and includes 
such agent” be added, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the ^ill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause >3. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, regarding amendments 
No. 19 and 20 I understand that your department is trying to get the 
lecoramendations. So, will you kindly hold them over? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can it be? It may be passed over. How- 
ever, let us see. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 3 (7), lines 4 and 5, the words “purchased and despatched outside 
Bengal by any means of transit” be omitted. 

Sir, if these words are omitted, the clause will read as follows: 
“Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Act, there shall be 
charged and levied a tax of two annas on every maund of raw jute 
purchased by the occupier of a jute-mill or by a shipjier of jute and 
6Uch tax shall be jiayable to the Provincial (Toveriiment by the occupier 
<)f every jute-mill and by every .shipper of jute.” Sir, I do not only 
want to tax jute purchased and despatched outside Bengal, but I also 
want that raw jute purchased 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou want to tax jute purchased and despatched 
outside Bengal by any means of transit? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Yes, Sir. But I also want to 
tax jute which is purchased, but not despatched. If my amendment is 
accepted the clause will read: “levied a tax of two annas on every 
maund of jute purchased by the occupier of a jute-mill and by a shipper 
of jute”. Supposing, Sir, a shipper purchases jute, but he does not 
despatch it. Should he not pay the tax? 

Mr. SPEAKER. Supposing that before it is despatched it is burnt, 
he must pay the tax. Is that your point? 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir, that is my point. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, may I say a few words? 
1 want to draw your attention to paragraph 4(h) of the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. It has been stated there: “For practical reasons 
and for administrative convenience it is proposed to tax only what may 
be called the ‘final’ transaction. That is to say, to impose and collect 
the tax at the stage where it is delivered to the shipper in the form 
ol ‘pucca’ bales for^supply to consumers overseas”. By including those 
words, namely, “purchased and despatched outside Bengal by means 
of any transit”, the sponsor of the Bill has overlooked the statement 
made in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. I have doubts whether 
the insertion of these words is within the scope of the Bill in view of the 
statement made in paragraph 4 {h) of the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. 

Mr. SPEAKER. What is not within the scope of the Bill? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: The inclusion of the words 
“purchased and despatched outside Bengal by any means of transit”. 
I draw your attention. Sir, to paragraph 4 {h) of the Statement of 
Objects and Reiihons 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I point out, Sir, 
that this insertion is consequential on the definition of the words “shipper 
of jute” as amended? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: But it is beyond the scope of 
the Statement of Object.s and Reasons. It says that you might 
impose and collect the tax at the stage where it is delivered to the 
shipper in the form of “pucca” bales for supply to consumers overseas. 
The tax will be levied at that stage where it is delivered to the shipper. 
It does not depend on the condition that it may be despatched overseas. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Statement of Objects and Reasons says that 
for practical reasons and for administrative convenience it is proposed 
to tax only what may be called the “final” transaction. The tax can 
be imposed at the stage where it is delii’ered to the shipper in the form 
of “pucca” bales for supply to consumers overseas. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, no question of despatching 
the purchased goods arises, because the intention of the Legislature was 
to levy tax on purchase, but by inclusion of those words you cannot 
levy the^ tax unless it is despatched. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: No. 1 must know what is substantial purchase. 
Take a man who purchases merely for the fun of it but who does not 
despatch. Anyway, I hold that this is within the scope of the Bill. 

Then as regards amendment No. 23-25, it is not in order. The Bill 
has nothing to do with minimum price. You can reject the Bill but 
you cannot put in a new clause. 

" Amendment No. 26, 27 goes beyond the scope of the Bill, because 
if you want to ensure that the occupier of a jute-mill shall not lower 
the price of raw jute you must provide the macl|inery to determine 
that. Supposing this amendment is passed, the mills maj^ say: “We 
have not lowered the price'’. Where is the maehinery to determine 
that? 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that clause 
3 (3) be omitted. 

Sir, sub-clause (3) of clause 3 says: “No tax shall be leviable under 
this Act on an^ raw jute purchased under a contract entered into before 
the date of commencement of this Act". I want to delete this sub- 
clause. This does not affect the position of anybody. 

I also beg to move that in clause 3, for sub-clause (J), the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

“(.3) No tax shall be leviable under this Act on any raw jute pur- 
chased by the oc(*upier of a jute-mill whose number of work- 
ing looms does not at any time exceed one hundred." 

I further beg to move that in clause 3 (J), after the word “Act" in 
line 3, the following words be added, namely: — 

“or on any raw jute purchased by the occupier of a jute-inill whose 
number of working looms does not at any time exceed one 
hundred." 

Sir, I want to delete sub-clause (3) of clause 3, so that the tax may 
be levied on the jute to be purchased by the mills or the shippers after 
the commencement of the Act although the purchase might have been 
made in accordance with a contract entered into previously. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In other words a man enters into a forward 
contract six months before saying that he will purchase six months after. 
And then a liability is imposed upon him and he is told that he must 
payr this tax. Is it fair? 

Mr. SURENDfTA NATH BISWAS: Why not, Sir? I ahall submit 
my reasons. If it is not fair, does the Hon’ble Mimister intend that 
this tax will be pushed backward to the jute-grower P 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is also unfair. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I understand, Sir, that the 
jute-mills have agreed to pay this tax, because the amount of tax is 
very insignificant, so much so that it will not hurt them. I shall also 
show it by facts and figures. Sir, this 2 annas per maund is nothing 
to the jute-mills or jute shippers, because the price of hessian to-da|r 
will be about Rs. 20 per hundred yards. 

Then, Sir, 100 jfnrds of hessian can be manufactured out of a 
maximum of 25 seers of jute and these 25 seers of jute can be 
purchased 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our argument is that the jute-mill should be 
benevolent enough to pay this tax. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Of course. If they pay 2 
annas on every maund of raw jute they will purchase from now, it will 
show their generosity towards the jute-grow’ers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I agree with you. I.s it right that a State know- 
ing full well that a contract has been entered into some months before 
without knowing the implications of this legislation should impose the 
tax? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Supposing the law had been 
in force one year earlier? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different matter. Not knowing within 
six months you are going to levy a tax, they have entered into a con- 
tract which they have a right to. On principle, it will not be wise to 
give retrospective effect. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: We accept that principle. 
But we have found that this House voted for provisions to give retros- 
pective effect in the past when the Money-lenders Bill was discussed 
and when the Agricultural Debtors Amendment Act was also discussed. 
The sanctity of law has been trampled upon in this House, many a time 
in the past. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 don't justify the past. I have tried to warn 
the House before and I warn now that it.ii.lrioiig fon tdhe legislature 
to impose a liability on transactions with retrospective effect^ unless it 
is absolutely essential. 
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Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS! The case is not similar here. 
The jute-raills will have to pay the tax on jute purchased by them 
after the commencement of this Act, though the contract for purchase 
was entered into earlier, say, at the end of the last year. They will 
have to pay 2 annas per maund on their future purchases. If they 
purchase the jute under contract entered into after the commencement 
of this Act, then also they will have to pay the tax of 2 annas per 
maund over and above the price at which they would purchase. That 
is the position I want. Now, Sir, if this sub-clause is deleted 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am also doubtful whether under the Govern- 
ment of India Act you can really abrogate the contracts entered into 
under the Contracts Act. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: This does not affect the con- 
tract. Suppose a person now enters into a contract to huy jute at 
certain prices. This tax has no relevancy with regard to that contract. 
This tax is something extra paid by the purchaser. It has nothing to 
do with the contract. All the mills and shipper.s know that thi.s is 
absolutely outside the scope of the contract. It they argue that “had 
we known this we would have purchased at 2 annas less per maund 
when we had entered into the contract previously," then it mean.s that 
they want that this 2 annas should be pushed hack to the jute-grower. 
That was the thing which we on this side of the Hou.se apprehended. 
When it has lieen agreed to by the mills ami shippers and the Hon’hle 
Minister has also assured the House that this tax will not be pushed 
back to the jule-grower, where is the relevancy of the argument that 
the contract will he violated or that they will he injured because they 
have already entered into a contract at a fixed price. This tax has no con- 
nection with the rate at which they have agreed to purchase. I hope 
the amendment will he accepted. If, however, this amendment is not 
accepted, let the words in my amendment No. dd he added to sub- 
clause ( 2 ). The provisions of sub-section (2 » of section 3 will then 
mean that no tax shall be levied on any raw jute purchased by the 
occupier of a jute-mill whose number of working looms does not at any 
time exceed one hundred. This is to my mind a reasonable and plau- 
sible amendment to sub-clause (2). 

Mr. SPEAKER: How many mills are there of that kind? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: There are a small number of 
mills, 3 or 4 like that. Thi^ will encourage the development of 
indigenous jute-mill industry. It is for that purpose I have put in this 
amendment. Small Indian millowners whose number of looms does 
not exceed 100 at any time should not pay the tax. 
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Mn SPEAKER: You cauuot move your amendment No. 34. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I have got something to say 
on that point. 

Mr, SPEAKER: On what point? 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: 1 have heard you with 
attention and with great respect to you, may I point out to you the 
danger to which this Act will he exposed it the contention of my 
friend is not accepted? With regard to the question of principle of 
giving retro'Nj)ective effect, 1 shall not make my comments now, 
altliough, Sir, as my friend has already said that we have got 
precedents. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am very sorry there are precedents. I know 
that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Precedents are sometimes 
necessary. For examj)le. when you \\(*re in the old (’ouncil, the 
Bengal Agi icultural Debtor's Act was enacted, and you know, Sir, that 
in order to defeat the provision.s of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Bill the deci’ee-h(dders pU'-hed thi'ough their executions and hurried 
their sales and exjiedited their posse.ssions. The result has been very 
disastrous. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There it was absolutely necessary. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Yes. we were forced to 
amend the Bill in order to give retrospective effect. Nowy Sir, there 
is some necessity lor g-iving retrosi)ective effect 

Mr. SPEAKER: Otherwi.se the\ will enter intf) forward contracts. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The rea.son is obvious. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am defeated in that argument. I do not want 
to pass any remarks, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: With regard to the taxation 
of the current year, it is easy to defeat that. To-day purchases will be 
made and forward contracts entered into but what is more alarming is 
that if the proprietors of these mills, European and nonJEuropean, are 
80 desirous they may enter into a clique and can defeat the object 
next year. Supposing they enter into a contract, for millions and 
millions of bales, only a portion of which can be supplied this year and 
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the balance supplied next year or in the year following, the effect will 
be this in view of your ruling. Since the motion for recommittal has 
failed by a specific provision you cannot take away the effect, to quote 
yourself, by maintaining this sub-clause. You take away the spirit of 
the law and put the entire legislation at the mercy of these very sus- 
picious mill-owners. 

*^The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose these 
amendments. 

Regarding the amendment No. 22, viz., suggesting the deletion of 
the words “purchased and despatched outside Bengal by any means of 
transit, “ that is a necessary concomitant to tlie definition of a shipper 
and merely reproduces clause 2 (7). 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On a point of information. 
Sir, Is the Hon'hle Minister giving a reply to all the amendments? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. HUHRAWARDY; Yes 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA85 Then Sir, 1 have not moved 
my amendment No. d4. 

Mr, BREAKER: The recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor has not come. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is not proposed to tax 
such jute as may he in warehouses l»ut onl\ to tax it if it is sold to the 
mills, or sold and is being despatched outside Bengal. Hence, Sir, 
I oppose this amendment. 

Regarding amendment Nos. 28-31, it is stated that if we exempt 
such jute which is under a contract it will lead the jute-mills and the 
shippers to purchase jute in advance not only for this year but possibly 
next year. Sir, if this clause is any incentive to the jute-mills and to 
the shippers to purchase jute now, I shall be most happy because they 
will immediately for the sake of thi.s 2 annas be pushing up the price 
by a rupee or two per maund and that will benefit the agriculturists 
much more than if they were to buy at a later stage. As a matter of 
fact, I am only too anxious that these people should make their pur- 
chases as much as possible at present. 

Sir, as to amendments Nos. 32 and 34 I really fail to understand 
them. Here is Mr. Biswas who is most anxious to tax jute wherever it 
is available — in the wareh'ou’sc, amongst shippers who even wish to 
destroy and won’t sell it—an^ now he wishes to exempt iactories that 
itnve less than 100 K)omd. There is no reason why they 'should be 
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exempted. They have got other advantages, such as working hours and 
their overhead costs are less than those of bigger mills, and 1 see no 
reason why they should be exempted. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 3 (7), lines 
4 and 5, the words “purchased and despatched outside Bengal by any 
means of transit” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that clause 3 ( 3 ) be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 3, for sub- 
clause ( 3 ), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(J) No tax shall be leviable under this Act on any raw jute pur- 
chased by the occupier of a jute-mill whose number of 
working looms does not at any time exceed one hundred”, 

was then put and a division taken with the following result; — 


AYEt—aa. 


AMil WaM. Maalvi. 

ANI Pail, Mr. Mi. 

Ahaiti Kkaa, Mr. lyai. 

Aiimatfiia Akaiai, Mr. 

■anarjtt, Mr. latya Priya. 

■araia, Saka PraaiiaH. 

•araia, Mr. Paiyajit. 

•araiaa, Saka Uyan^ra Natk. 

■ata, Mr. laataik Kaaiar. 

■kaarnik, Dr. Qalinia Obaatfra. 
■iiarat, Mr. lartaira Natli. 
Chakrakarty, Mr. iatiaira Nath, 
ekakravarty, laka Nartaira Narayaa. 
Oai, Mr. Maaaifkaa. 

Oatta Maiaaiiar, Mr. Nikaraaia. 
Eaiiaial HaEat, Kail, 
ekaaa. Mr. Atal Kriikna. 

Mlaaaiiia Akaiti, Mr. 


fiapta, Mr. 4 , M. 

Naiaa All Okaarikary, Mr. lyai. 
iilalaiiln Natkaaiy, Mr. lyai. 
itaak AM Majaaiiar, Maalvi. 

Kaatfa, Mr. Niakitka Natk. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairita Lat. 

Maaiai, Mr. Krlikaa Praia!. 
Maalraiiaaiaa lilaaiakait, Maalaaa Mi. 
Makkai HMaia. Mr. 

Praaiaalk. Mr. Tarialakaran. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Chaatfra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

•aayal, Mr. laiaaka takkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

•bakNaJi, Mr. 

Ikaaiiviila Akaiai, Mr. M. 

Wallar Rahaiaa, Maalvi. 

Zaiaaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 98. 


Akial Hail, Mr. Mia. 

Akial Hakiai Virkaaipari, Maalvi Mi. 

Akial NaaiM. Mr. A. M. 

Akial iakkar, Maalvi. 

Akial Raiar, Mr. (aliai Lai Mta). 

Akial Kartai, Mr. 

Akial MaJM, Mr. tyai (Naakkall). 

Akial Mataiak Malik, Or. 

Akial Wakak Kkaa. Mr. 

AkiaUa-AI Maikaiaai. Mr. 

Akiar RakaiaB. Kkaa iakaiar A. P. M. 

Akiar Rakaiaa iMilki, Mr. 

Akiar RaUaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiar Raat, Kkaa takaiar Maalvi I. (Naarrak). 
Akiar Raal, Kkaa iakaiar Ikak (Kaafpar). 
Akiar Ranak, MaaM. 

Akias kkakaai Maalvi Mi. 

AkMar Raia ikaaikary, Kkaa Iakaiar MaalvL 
Akal Mtiaia AkaMi, Mr. 


Akaiii All laayttpari, Kkaa iakaiar Maalaaa. 
Akaifi All Mriika, Maalvi. 

Akaiai Haaala, Mr. 

Aaiiaallak, Kkaa lakik Maalvi. 

Aaiir AH Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aaararal Ailai, Kkaa iakaiar Mi. 

Aalai Naaaala Kkaa, Kkaa iakaiar Maalvi. 

Aikar AIL Maalvi. 

iairaiiali, Mr. lyti. 

ilrkaiyra, Mr Naary, iart 

iiawaa, Mr. Raalfc Lai. 

Okipp a ai al a , Mr. 4 . W. 
eiarfc, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Rai lakik Kirlt ikaaaa. 

Kikar, Mr. Opaairaaatk. 

Pailal QaaMr, Kkaa iakaiir MitlvL 
railar Rakvaiaa Mr. (Myiaaaafagk). 
ilaiikif. Mr. D., I.l.t. 
iaaiaa, Mr. R. A. 
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•ranMiR AknMl Ok«a#kRnri Alhaif. 
HaMkRlIak, tkt HRR'kIk Nawak lakatfar K., tf 
Daaaa. 

Maiiaw. Mr. R. R. 

MaliaMia CkoNdkuri, Maalvi. 

Hailaa MHribaa, Mrt., M.I.E. 

Hataaiaiiy Jamatfar. Khaa lahik Mavhri. 
Nawkiag I. Mr. R. J. 

Naywoad, Mr. Rtffrt. 

HaiR«ry, Mr. David. 

dalalMddla Ahmad, Kkaa Rakadur Mauivi. 
daiimaddia Ahmad, Khan tahlk Maulvl. 

Kaiam All Mina, lahikiada Kawan Jah tyad. 
Kaantdy, Mr. I. D. 

MaAragor, Mr. A. A. 

MaRiHddln Ahmad, Dr. (Aagra). 

MaRiHddin Ahmad, Maalvi (Tippara). 
Maiiaddin Ohavdhary, Maalvi. 

Maadai, Mr. Aanku Aaharl. 

Maadal, Mr. Rtrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr, dagat Chandra. 

Manlraddin Akhand, Maalvi. 

Margan, Mr. A., O.I.E. 

Mahammad Altai, Khan Bahadar Maalvi tyad. 
Mahammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mahammad tlddlgua, Khan Bahadar Dr. lytd. 
Mahammad taiaiman, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Makarjaa, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Mulliak, tha Nan'bla Mr. Makunda Bahary, 
Mutiiak, Mr. Palin Bahary. 

Maakarroff Hauain, tha Haa'bia Nawak, Khan 
Bahadar. 


Maitagawaal Nagaa, Mr. lyad. 

Nandy, tha Han'kta Mabanja triaakandra, ai 
Caatimbaiar. 

Naiaruilah, Nawokiada K. 

Naaraddin, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Pottingar, Mr. A. U. 

Raikut. tba Han’kia Mr. Praaaana Dak. 

Ray, Mr. Dkananjay. 

Ray. Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 
lahaha-Alam, Mr. gyad. 
talim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

larkar, Baku Madhuiadan. 

Ian, dognh Chandra, Ral Bahadur, 
thahahuddin, Mr. Khwaja, O.B.E. 
lhamiuddin Ahmad Khendkar, Mr. 

Shamiul Huda, Maulana. 
ilrdar, Baku Litta Nunda. 

Ipailar, Mr. J. N. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 
ttavan, Mr. d. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, tna Hon’kia Mr. H. I. 

Tamifuddin Khan, tha Hon’bla Mr. 

Total Ahmad Choudhury. Mauivi Haji. 

Walkar. Mr. J. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Youiut Mirta. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 3G and the Noes 98, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 3 (J), 
after the word “Act” in line 3, the following words be added, 
namely : — 

“or on any raw jute purchased by the occupier of a jute-mill whose 
number of working looms dues not at any time exceed one 
hundred”, 


was then put and lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER:! shall not put clause 3 till the last moment. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 4, sub-clause {2) be re-instated. 

Sir, I want to re-instate this sub-clause, namely, that “no premises 
constructed or adapted after the commencement of this Act for use as a 
jute-mill shall be registered without the previous sanction of the 
Provincial Government”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: $o that no Bengalee will be able to start a jute-mill 
without Government sanction. 
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Mr, 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Neither a isengaiee nor a 
Eur.opean. My object, Sir,* is to prevent the Europeans more than 
anybody else, and why? The reasons are very simple. After the last 
war when a new order was being established 

Mr, 8PEAKER: You have some faith in Government still! 
(Laughter.) " • 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Yes. Sir; becouse I am help- 
less. I may at least request the members of the (Coalition Party to jmt 
pressure on Government. After the Inst war, Sir, you know that 
when a new order was being established many Kuro])eans came to 
Bengal and started jute-mills. Probably, one-third of the looms which 
you find now have been established after the last war. Being attracted 
by the huge dividends that the then jute-mills were fetching to their 
capitalists, new capitalists came to Bengal and started jute-mills. On 
the other hand, our indigenous jute industry did not receive any 
impetus. Neither, has it developed nor prospered, I submit, Sir, that 
there should be some check to the develofmient in Bengal of the foreign 
jute industry from Government. That is the object with which I have 
moved this amendment. 

I would urge another point. You knov , Sir, that the jute experts 
who have dealt with the problem of jute have given the ojiinion that 
overproduction of raw jute for many years in the past has been due to 
over-demand for purchase of raw jute, because the number of mills 
and looms have increased. In order to feed those lof)ms more cultiva- 
tion of jute was required. Tliat was your opinion, Sir, as far as I 
remember. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I could not have given such a bad opinion as that. 
(Laughter.) On the other hand, my opinion was that there was no 
overproduction. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I do not exactly remember 
your opinion. But it was the opinion of the minority group of the 
Finlow Committee. Their opinion was that the jute-growers were 
being induced to grow more jute than w^as required by the world 
market, and that was why the jute prices fell down. Such a situation 
was due to the reason that the number of jute-mills and looms had 
increased and more cultivation of jute was necessary to feed those looms. 
They, therefore, recommended that the loomage should be reduced. 

Anyhow, Sir, I want that after the cessation of the present war 
when a new order will be established, Government should have some 
power in its hands to control the development of jute industry in this 
province. That is the object for which I have moved my amendment. 
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Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 4, paragraph (h) of sub-clause 
(4) be re-instated. 

Sub-clause (4) (b) of clause 4, as it appeared in the Bill, reads as 
follows: “If the occupier of the jute-mill, having been previously 
convicted of an offence punishable under clauses (a), (c) or (/) of section 
11, is again convicted under any of those clauses” then the registration 
shall be cancelled. This has been omitted by the Select Committee. I 
do not find any reason why this sub-clause should be omitted. If jute- 
mills go on defying the law by not paying the tax after repeated 
demands, why should those mills or shippers not be penalised? In other 
Bills, Sir, as passed by this House, such a })enal clause has been provided 
for, I submit. Sir, that this sub-clause should be restored. 


Tht Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, Mr. Biswas is a 
contradictory person. (1 daughter.) He moved amendment No. 32 
because he wants expansion, because he wants more growth of small 
mills and now he comes in and says that no new mill should be put 
down without the sanction of the Provincial Government. 

Sir, I have considered the matter very carefully and I think that 
the Provincial Government will be very embarrassed if it had to choose 
whether it should give sanction to mill A, mill B or mill C. I think, 
Sir, that this power ought not to rest with the Provincial Government, 
just for taxation purposes. 

As regards sub-clause (4) (h), the reason why this has been omitted 
is this. Jute-mills or shareholders of jute-mills should not be penalised, 
merely because the managing agents have not paid the tax. We have 
altered paragraph 9 w^hich is a penalty clause considerably, and there 
is no reason why this sub-clause should be retained. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 4, sub- 
clause (2) be re-instated was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 4, paragraph 
(b) of sub-clause (4) be re-instated, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clauses *5, 6, 7 and 8. 

The question that clauses 6, 6, 7 and 8 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 9. 

Hft MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg* to move 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the object of your amendment? 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 want to i)ut a time-limit for payment 
of the money. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is already 14 days. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: I want that the time may be extended by 
the authority. 

Mr, SPEAKER: That you can leave to the executive. However, 
you move y(uir amendment. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: I beg to move (hat in the :2nd proviso to 
clause 9 (7), in line 8 at the end, after the word “payment’' the words 
^‘to not more than one month’^ be inserted. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. 1 want to move my 
nmondment No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you realise that if a man who i.s to pay the tax 
is in Assam, you cannot realise it by a civil suit? 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: If it is treated as a imblic 
demand, can it not be realised through certificate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: In the case of a public 
demand, you cannot realise by a certificate if the debtor is outside your 
province. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then, Sir, I shall not move my 
amendment No. 42. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in the 2nd proviso to clause 
9 (I), in line 3, at the end, after the word “payment” the words “to 
not more than one month” be inserted, was then pul.|ind lost. 

The question that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 
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Clauses 9A and JO. 

The question that clauses 9A and 10 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clauses 10 A and 11. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: 1 want to move my amendment 
No. 43. The Inspecting Officers will have to disclose the information 
if the penalty shall be realised. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The i >ocal (jovernmeiit will call for returns and get 
all the information. Do you want to specify this? 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My submission is this. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Now it is pravei time, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on may make your submission after ])rayer time. 
(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


{:\ftcr adjourn ment . ) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, J beg to move that in 
clause lOA, the following Wiuds, figures and brackets be added at the 
end, namely : — 

“or for the j)urposes of realising tax under sub-section [2) of 
section 9.” 

Sir, if my amendment is accepted, then the disclosure of information 
for the purposes of realising tax under sub-section {2) of section 9 will 
not be penalised; otherwise there is ever\ ]>ossibility of the disclosure of 
information as contemplated by clau.'^e 9 being j>enalised. Now, Sir, 
I find that this tax together with the penalty may have to be realised 
as land revenue. That means the Inspector, or somebody else, who may 
be authorised by Government to bring a suit for the purpose of realising 
the tax and penalty shall have to state in the plaint that the defendant 
is liable to pay so much penalty on account of his withholding so and so 
information. Unless such information is disclosed in the plaint for the 
withholding of which the penalty shall have to be claimed in the ])laint, 
how can the plaint be complete and how can Government realise the 
penalty by a suit in the civil court? So, I submit, Sir, this is a very 
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necessary and yet innocent amendment and should he accepted, so that 
the disclosure of such kind of information in the plaint may not be made 
subject to penalty. 

With these words I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the 
House. 

r’"' • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that ii 
clause 11, sub-('lau8e (///) he omitted. 

Sir, if ray araeudraent is accepted then the Inspector who may 
disclose any information in contravention of the provisions of section 
lOA will not he subjected to criminal prosecution under clause 11 but 
he may be subject to ])unishment otherwise. He may be punished 
departmen tally. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, why are you in symjiathy with a man 
who is entrusted by the State to carry certain very solemn re.sponsibility 
and who discloses that information y 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: What I am afraid of is if the 

information leaks out, this person wlio may be innocent will be hauled up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. “Discloses” means that the court must 
definitelv hold that he has di.sclosed. On mere suspicion nobody (‘an 
be ])unished. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, it ie(iuiu*s the oral 
evidence of one or two ])ersonH to say that such and s\ich Inspector 
disclosed the information. May T ask the llon’bb' Minister whether 
such a clause is f(»und in the Indian Income-tax Acty 

Mr. SPEAKER: I believe there is, I am not sure. 

.Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of information, Sir. 
May I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether ^uch a claust* appears in the 
Indian Income-tax Act!'' If it does not— I think it does not contain 
such a clau.se — why ‘should this Hill contain sucli a (dause? He may 
be ))unished departmentally. If he wilfully discloses an information 
he ought to be punished; I do not say against that. But 1 am afraid 
that the information may leak out and he may be hauled up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, T have not 
understood the purposes of the.se amendments. So far as No i* 
concerned, namely, that a person may not divulge in:V:mation except 
for the purposes of a prosecution under this Act, my friend will >uggesi 
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that he should not divulge information except further for the purposes 
of realising tax under sub-seotion (2). I do not quite understand the 
relevancy of it because it is only in the process of realising the tax 
under sub-section (2) of section 9 that he will obtain the information. 

t Mr. aURENDRA NATH BlgWAS; He will have to state that k 
the plaint. 

The Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Then, Sir, as regards 

No. 47, if we do say that a person may not divulge any information, 
surely if he does disclose any information he ought to l)e penalised. 
My friend has just stated — I heard him say — that su])pose he divulges 
it or discloses it through inadvertence, would he he penalised or not? 
The question is not of inadvertence, it is an absolute prohibition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the income-tax Act any person, if he is a 
public servant, who discloses any particulars contained in any such 
Istateinent, return, accounts, documents, etc., shall be ])unisbable with 
imprisonment which may extend to six months, and so on and so forth. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is of the greatest 
importance to protect those whose books of accounts are to be examined. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In that case 1 do not press my 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause lOA, the 
following words, figures and brackets be added at the end, namely: — 

“or for the purposes of realising tax under sub-section (2) of 
section 9”, 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clause lOA stand part of the Bill was then put 
mnd agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 11, sub- 
clause (///) be omitted, was then put and lost. 

,The question that clause 11 stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 


Clauses 12 and 14. 

! 1 

The question that clauses 12 and 14 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Clauses 15, 16, 17 and 18, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA»: Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clause {!) of clause 15, in line 1, after the word “may’^, the words 
“with the previous sanction of the Provincial Government” be inserted. 

Sir, if mv amendment is accepted, the clause will read as follows: — 

f 

“The prescribed authority may witli the previous sanction of tf\e 
Provincial Government accept from any person charged with any offence 
punishable under this Act or any rule made thereunder, by way of 
composition for such offence, payment of a sum of money not ext^eeding 
five hundred ruj)ees or double the amount of tlie tux ])i;yable, whichever 
is greater.” i 

In the Bill this clause authorises a prescribed authority to compro- 
mise with the offender. I do not grudge giving the jjrescribed authority 
power to make a compromise, but I want to have a check to his power of 
coming to a compromise, so that he may not be able to abuse that 
power 

Mr. aPEAKER: Pres( ribed authorily" means an authority which 
will be prescribed under the rules and who will be ap])ointed by 
Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir, “prescribed authority” 
means an authority who \Gll be apjminted by Government with the 
power to com[)romise. Now, I want to put a (‘hee'k to that authority, 
so that he may not abuse his power. This is the only j)oint which in 
urged in my amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abul Fazl, nhat is the meaning of “other 
charges” mentioned in your amendment? 

Mr, MD. ABUL FAIL: “Other charges” mean cost and all that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where i*^ the “other charges” in the Act? Thii 
does not arise. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Sir, 1 think the discretion 

should be left to the prescribed authority who will be a senior officer pf 
Government, and Provincial Government should rot interfere in this 
matter. 

' The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (1) of 
clause 15, in line 1, after the word “may” the words “with the previous 
sanction of the Provincial Government” be inserted, was then put and 
lost. 
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The question that clauses 15, ]6, 17 and 18 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clouses ID and 20. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 heg to move— — 

\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the meaning of “Provincial authorities”? 
There is no j)rovincial authority under the Government of India Act. 
The motion does not arise. 

The question that clauses 19 and 20 stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 22. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 22 (1) 
in line 2 after the word “publication” the words “and having them 
passed by the Provincial Legislature” be inserted. 

Sir, this is an old question and it has been urged many times. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose it. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fa/d that in clau.se 22 (/) in line 2 
after the word “publication” the words “and having them passed by 
the Provincial Legislature” be inserf ed, was then put and lost. 

The ([uestion that clause 22 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 'j. 

The question that clause d >tand j>art of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, we have got our amend, 
ments to the preamble. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They are not in order. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, amendment No. 60 
stands in my name. The preamble runs thus: “whereas it 
is expedient to provide for the levy of a tax on raw jute 
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purchased by the occupiers of jute-iuilLs, etc.” Sir, the owners have 
not been made responsible. My apprehension is that there may be some 
lejral difficulty. What is the harm it the words “the owners and” be 
added. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our point is that owners have not been made 
responsi])le. Tlie owners may not be occupiers. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It may be inserted thui 
'“either owner and occupier or owner or occupier”. However, Sir, 
have no axe to ^rind. If Government do not a^'ree, I do not press for 
it. 


Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Biswas, your motion does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; I am not movin^r motion 
No. bl, I sliall only move my motion No. 62. 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ow does this arise Your point is that stablisa- 
tion of jute prices is to be made by increasing- the holding- power of its 
^rrowers, Wliere does the Act provide for iiKTeasing- the holding- power 
of the jute-g-rowers!'^ 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: It has been proposed in the 
Ilon'ble Minister’s speech. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
also I find these words: — “In order to finance the currying out of 
measures for the stabilisation of jute prices, the improvement of market- 
ing and generally to further the interests of the jute-gri>wers of the 
province.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswa.s, you will have to convince me in order 
to chaiig-e this j)reamble that there is something in this Act which 
ne(‘essitates this change directly. Tnless you can do that, I cannot 
allow this amendment. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, for what purpose has this 
Bill been brought? In the Bill itself you will find only that provisions 
have been made for raising tax which will bring in additional revenue 
to the Government. That is the only thing which has been provided 
for in the Bill itself. The object of this Bill is, and it has been clearly 
defined both in the Statement of Objects and Reasons and in the Hon’ble 
Minister’s speech, to improve the marketing condition of jute. When 
the Ilon’ble Minister was questioned by my friend Mr. Niharendu Dutta 
Mazumdar whether he meant to utilise this money for increasing the 
holding power of the jute-growers, he said in reply “yes,” “this money” 
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he says, “will be used for increasing the holding power of the jute- 
growers”. This increase in the holding power of the jute-growers is 
included within the meaning of stabilisation of prices and improvement 
of marketing. That is the object of the Act and that object must be 
found in the preamble. 

, Mr. SPEAKER; I have very carefully heard Mr. Biswas. At times 
I can give fullest liberty to the members of the House to deal with 
motions. This will apply to all the motions which I may declare out of 
order. It will be quite all right for the members to interfere with the 
purport of the provisions of this Bill in so far as the actual sections are 
concerned, but in order to change the j)reamb]e, they must convince 
me that there is something in the Act which directly bears out the 
purpose for which the amendment is proposed ; otherwise it will be a 
very dangerous thing if any general proposition is brought in the 
preamble which will not be correct for any future parliamentary legisla- 
tion. I hold that the motion is out of order. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: Sir, ] beg to move that 
the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941 , as settled in the Assembly^ 
be passed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we want to oppose it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 thank the honourable 
member. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, we had no desire to 
take uj) the time of the House by dilating upon the third reading. But> 
Sir, the observations that have fallen from you compel us to offer our 
considered criticism regarding the objective and import of this piece 
of legislation. We have made our position amply clear at the earlier 
stages that we have no objection to this legislative measure, even if it 
be a taxation measure, as such, if we were convinced that the Govern- 
ment would be getting revenue only at the cost of people at the top and if 
we were further convinced that the Government would increase the hold- 
ing power of the jute-growers. Sir, your observations just about a 
minute l>ack have strengthened our suspicion that the Ministers mean one 
thing in their heart of hearts and they profess a different thing when 
they come with a Bill before the Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what every Government in the world 
does I 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I am thankfm lo you, Sir, 
that you have exposed the preamble of the Bill and the limitations of the 
same and you have also in your wisdom made certain observations which 
atrenj^then our suspicion that the Object and Reasons as set forth in 
the Statement are not the real Objects and Reasons which are meant 
by Government. Sir, we know that the Jute Re^rulation Department 
which has been a very costly Department had practically stranded Gov- 
ernment on the verg’e of loss of revenue, if not bankrupb’y. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Government cannot be bankrupt. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Government, we know, have 
been faced with the difficulty of maintaining the staff w’hich has been 
broadcast over this province and we have our lurking suspicion that 
the Government require funds not really ultimately to benefit the 
jute-growers but in order to have opportunities for continuing and 
maintaining the stuff which is now a point of ])restige with the 
Government. 

Sir, we opj)ose this Bill on several grounds. The first ground has 
been very amply argued by my friends to-day at an earlier stage and 
wt‘ also advanced our arguments at the previous stages. We are not yet 
convinced that the impact of this taxation will fall merely upon the 
industrial headquarters or the jute-mills. Sir, we liave not been con- 
vinced b\ llie mere assuiance. of the Hon’ble Minister although the 
assurance was ])refaced by some ])eroration wdth regard to the economic 
theory and practice. We know, Sir, that the jute-millowners will take 
into consideration the tax that they will huv(‘ to pay and they W’ill 
control their pur(diase price ac(M»rdingly. Sir, it is now’ a truism — 
although the lloii’ble Minister wdll not find out the w’isdom of this 
truism; Sir, to the people at large it is a truism — that u)iless there is 
a minimum i)rice fixed in the matter of jute any other f harge or sur- 
charge upon this golden crop of the province is bound to be distri- 
buted upon tlie vast number of jute-growers in the same way as it 
will be upon the jute-mills at the top. Sir, if my friend the Hon’ble 
Minister will only consider the ordinary economic law of demand and 
su])ply, price is controlled and determined by persons and parties who 
can control and determine. Sir, the millowners are parties with 
infinite resources as against the very bare subsistence resources or even 
the absence of them so far as the jute-growers are concerned. When 
the economic law of supply and demand begins to operate between these 
two unequal parties — parties of alwolutely unimpeachable difference in 
magnitude — even a child in economics can understand and can realise 
that the parties at the top will determine the price. So, Sir, we 
repeat our protest against this taxation measure firstly on the ground 
that unless there is a fixation of minimum price of jute, ultimately the 
tax which will formally be paid by the nuRewners 4it Iheg tof) will 
practically come out of the scrape skin of the jute-growers at the bottom. 
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In the second place we lodge our voice of protest because the 
Government is repeating the performance of grabbing at power through 
the rule-making powers. Sir, we on this side of the House have always 
protested against this well-known “New Despotism” of Democracy 
and we have entered our protests on many other occasions that unless 
the Government places these rules before the Assembly, the parties who 
^e not in power will not be in a position to either amend or to modify 
suitably the rules which will be framed. That will always mean there 
will be discriminatory treatment made by the Government sometimes 
consciously and sometimes unconsciously. So, Sir, we repeat our 
protest and oppose this Bill on the second ground that the rules are 
not being placed before the House. 

Sir, the third ground is that the Government in the preamble has 
not made it clear as to what will be the objects and what will be the 
ways in which this fund will be utilised. Sir, when the Motor Spirit 
Taxation Bill was before the House we on this aide of the House 
showered our blessings upon that Bill because there was a refreshing 
frankness on the part of the Government in that the Government 
proposed to utilise the proceeds of the revenue for earmarked purposes. 
But, Sir, Government in its usual way is playing hide and seek with 
this taxation measure as with the sales tax. We do not know, Sir, 
the purposes for which the money will be spent. There is a vague 
phraseology in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 

Mr. SPEAKER: Interes ts of the growers ! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Inte rests ot the growers, 
yes. lor example, our slavery in India is sought to be perpetuated 
by our foreign masters on the ground that slavery is in the interests 
of the people of India. Similarly, Sir, the exploiting people, the 
capitalists at the top, the grinding millowners, will be given certain 
advantages and there will be the conventional and fashionable dictum 
that all these things are done in the interests of the growers. Sir, we 
have had enough of these things. We have been brought under sub- 
jection in the interests of growers. We have been kept on in subjec- 
tion in the interests of growers. We are being denied in the interests 
of the masses. This talk of the interests of the masses is now a boring 
talk and we expected that this democratic Government which is piloted 
by a very sensible Coalition Party would revise their ways and means 
and would at least repeat that instance of the Motor Spirit Taxation 
Bill by (oming out with clean hands and saying in so many words that 
the proceeds of this revenue are thus earmarked. As that is not done, 
I can even give out mj’ suspicion that the money which will be pro- 
cured and sec’ured through this legislation might be utilised for war 
purposes and justified as being in the interests .of jute-growers 
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There is no end to and there is no limitation upon the discretion of the 
Government and, Sir, we must say that we have been disappointed so 
far as the Objects and Reasons are concerned. 

On these grounds, Sir, we oppose this lejjrislative measure. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you will be very brief. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I shall be very brief, 

Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil have already finished your third reading 
speech. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: So, I shall be brief. 
I only wish to record our protest against the tendency of taxation of thi« 
Government. Day in and da^’ out there is a tendency of taxation. To 
put in a nutshell, I can say that the history of provinc ial autonomy is a 
history of taxation. We are told that this Bill is a good Bill. But 
still we have our doubts, ve have our misgivings and we have our mis- 
understanding as has been said by the Hon’ble Minister. Sir, we know 
that the growers will not be benefited. They will only be exjiloited by 
the occupiers of mills as they have been exjiloited for the last more or 
less ?()() years. 

With these words, Sir, we record our protest against this taxation 
measure. 

The motion of the llon'ble Mr. II. S. Suhravrardy that the Bengal 
Raw .lute Taxation Hill, 1941, as settled in the Assembly be passed was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES-eS. 


AMal Nafit. Mr. Mia. 

ASial Nakin Vikraaipuri, Mauivi Md. 

Akdal Hanid, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Mttaltk Malik, Or. 

AMal Wakak Khaa, Mr. 

AMalla-Ai Makmaed, Mr. 

AMar Rakaiaa, Kkaa Rahadar A. f. M. 

AMar Rakaiaa tiddiai, Mr. 

AMar Raaaaad. Maaivi Md. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa Rakadar Maaivi I. (Htrarak). 
ARRar Raaf, Kkaa Rakadar Ikak (Raagpar). 
AMar Raaaak, Maaivi. 

AMaa tkakaM, Maalvl Md. 

AkMar Raaa Okawdkary, Kkaa Rakadar Maalai. 
Akai Haaala Akaiad, Mr. 

AkaMd All EaayatpaH, Kkaa Rakadar Maalaaa. 
AkaNd Ali MrMka, Maaivi. 

Akarad NaMla. Mr. 

ARaraddia Akaiad Kkaa Rakadar Maaivi. 


Aiaiaallak. Kkaa lakik Maaivi. 

Aaiad Haiiaia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakadar Maaivi. 
Askar Ali, Maaivi. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Aaakal Rkaadra. 

Oas, Rai takik Kirit Rkataa. 
ratlai Qaadir, Kkaa Rakadar Maaivi. 

Pailar Rakaiaa, Mr. (MyaiaMiaik). 

Raraaf, Mr. DaaiNr llafk. 

Naaiittaa, Mr. K. A. 

Masiaa Martkad,'^Mrs., M.R.R. 
Hataiaaliydaaiadar, Kkaa lakik Maaivi. 
Mawkiafs, Mr. R. d. 

Nayaraad, Mr. Rtfan. 

Ntadry, Mr. David. 

dasiaiaddla Akaiad, Kkaa lakik Maaivi. 
Kasaai AH Mim, lakiksada Kaaraa dak lyad. 
Kaaaady, Mr. I. R. 

Maisaddia Ak«ad, Maaivi (Tiifara). 
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MiNiH, Mr. ilrat Okiairt. 


M»nat, Mr. O.I.I. 

MMtiiiiiMl tIMifiM, Kiia« taJiaiar Dr. Ijrti. 
MahamMs4 SalalnM, Khaa labaiar Maalvi. 
MalHck, tN Haa'Ma Mr. Makaaia iabary. 
MiHllek, Mr. f aHa iabary. 

Maibarraff Htaiala, tba Haa'bla Nawab, Kbaa 
tababar. 

Maitafawaal Haqaa, Mr. lyaa. 

Vaatfy, tba Haa’bla Mabaraja Iritehaaara. af 
Oauiaibaiar. 

Nasarullab, Nawabiaba K. 

Narlaa, Mr. H. R. 

Rattiaiar, Mr. 0. U. 

Ralkai, tba Haa'bla Mr. Praiaaaa Dab. 


Ray, Mr. Pattraai. 

taiaraMia Abaiai. Mr 


•aNai, Mr. t. A. 

•arkar, iaba Maibaaaiaa. 

•arajai lilaai, Mr. 

Mriar, iaba Utta Maaia. 

•yallar. Mr. i. H. 

•tark. Mr. A. P. 
btavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

•ahrawarby. tba Haa’Ma Mr. H. t. 
Taatisabaia Kbaa, tba Haa’bla Mr. 
Tatal Ahatab Cbaabhary, Maalvi Haji. 
Walkar, Mr. b. R. 

Waikar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaaiat Mina. 


NOES— 22. 


Abal Pail, Mr. Mb. 

Aalaiabbla Abaiab, Mr. 

Saaarji, Mr. latya Priya. 

Bbawaiik, Dr. Rabiaba Ohaabra. 
Bliwaa, Mr. laraabra Nath. 
Obakrabarty, Baba Naraabra Narayaa. 
Daa Bapta, Baba Khayaabra Nath. 
Datta Maiuaibar, Mr. Niharaaba. 
Inbabal Hayaa, Kul. 

Bhaaa, Mr. Atal Kriahaa. 

Haaaa All Ohawbhary, Mr. lyab. 


•lalalabbla Haahaaiy. Mr. lyab. 
baaab All Majuaibar, Maalvi. 

Kvaba, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Majaaibar. Mra. Haaiaprova. 
Maairaxiaaiaa lalaaiababi, Maalaaa I 
Mapbal Haiala, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Ohara Ohaabra. 

•aayal, Mr. Saiaaka Bakhar. 

Baa, Mr. AtuI Ohaabra. 

Bbahabali, Mr. 

Bhamaabbia Ahaiab, Mr. M. 


The Ayes being 68 and the Noes 22 , the motion was carried. 

MPi SPEAKER: We will now take up the Bengal Markets Regula- 
tion Bill. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, we have not got this 

Bill with us now and our calculation is mistaken. 


MPs SPEAKER: That would be expedilious for me, for then I 
will be able to dispose of the whole Bill to-day. 1 can allow you to go 
provided you all support me in seeing that tlie Bill is fini.shed to-morrow. 
I hope you will all agree with me that there are only one or two vital 
matters. So, let us agree to finish quickly to-morrow. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: All right, Sir. 


Adjournment. 


The House w^as adjourned at 7-42 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 19th August, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, Tuesday, the 
19th August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon ’hie Sir Mfhammad Azizul Haque, r.i.E., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 17d members. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before we begin 
the question, I want to draw your attention to the number of questions 
yet to be answered. Sir, this is the fifth day I am standing to speak 
on this subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I iCt us .see if we can dispo.se of them. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answm were given) 

• Tuberculosis Surveys at Serampur and Barisal. 

*76. Mauivi 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and lx)cal Sell -Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what are the pre.seiit stages of the Tul>erculosis Surveys under- 
taken at Serampur and Barisal ; 

’ (ii) what results, if any, have been up till now' obtained from these 
surveys; and 

{ill) what is the percentage of the people suffering from tuberculosis 
or from its infection in — 

(1) town areas, and 

(2) the rural areas? 

(6) What steps do the GoTemment propose to combat this disease 
and to prevent its devastating effect in the Province? 

(c) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to start Tuberculosis 
Treatment Centres in each district and subdivisional town? If so, 
when? 
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Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on bMialf of the Hon’hle Nawab 
Kfiwaja Habihullah Bahaduri of Dacca): (a) (i) and (U) A state* 

ment showing the present stages of surreys, and the results obtained 
up till now from the surveys is laid on the Library Table. 


(m) 

Percentage of 
cases suffering 
from 
tuber- 
culosis. 

Rate of 
infection 
found by 
tuber- 
culin test. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Seramj)ore — 



Town area 

14 

88*6 

Rural area 

25 

91 

Barisal — 



Town area 

11-9 

45*2 

Rural area 

11-9 

35-4 


(h) and {(') (Jovorninent have already under eonsideratioii a provin- 
cial scheme for control of tuberculosis. Parts of the scheme have 
already been ])ut into effect and it is proposed to ])iit two more important 
items in effect during the year, viz., establishment of Tuberculosis 
Chest (Uinics at Sadar Hosjutals and of village isolation (‘entres in 
rural areas. A copy of the Provimdal Scheme is laid on the Library 
Table. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Can we not get indivi- 
dually a copy of the scheme that has been prepared by the Government? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I will look into the matter. If you are interested 
in the scheme, I will write to Government about that. 


Debt Eettlement Boards in Satkhira subdivision. 

*77. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state showing separately thana by thana — 

(r/) the number of existing Debt Settlement Boards in Satkhira 
subdivision ; and 
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(h) the number of Chairmen from — 

(1) Caste Hindus* 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims 

in those Debt Settlement Boards? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Mullick): A statement is laid on the Table 


StaUment referred to in reply to starred question No. 77. 


Thanas. 

Number 

t 

Chairmen. 

X 

A 


of 

Boards. 

Muslims. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Satkhira 

() 

*> 

4 


Kalaroa 

(including 

one 

Special 

Board). 

.*> 

3 

2 


Debhatta 

2 

1 

1 


Tala 

4 


4 


Kaliganj 

4 


4 


Shyamnagore 

2 


2 


Assassuni 

4 

1 

2 

1 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

27 

7 

19 

1 


Of these one Muslim and one Scheduled Caste Chairmen are Government 
officers who have been appointed ex-officio, viz., the Muslim Chairman on 
Satkhira Special Board and the Scheduled Caste (.’hairman on Assassuni 
board. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons of the paucity of Muslim and Scheduled 
Caste (’hainnen in the Satkhira subdivision? There is practically no 
Scheduled Caste Chairman. The only Scheduled Caste Chairman 
shown in the statement is noniinat/ed by Oovernment- — 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: We do not 

go by communal consideration in the appointment of Chainnen of the 
Debt Settlement Boards. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
agpe with me if I say that out of the 19 Caste Hindu Chairmen 
invariably all of them are landholders or money-lenders? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. 

Arrest amt subsequent release of certain Jute mill workers within 
Naihati and Jagatdal police-stations. 

*78. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(/) that a number of jute mill workers within the jurisdiction of 
Xaihati and Jagatdal police-stations were arrested on the 
29th April, 1941 ; 

(ti) that they were kept in custody for several days ; and 
(iii) that they were thereafter released unconditionally? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be jdeased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Whether all those who were unconditionally released were taken 
buck in their old jobs? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, what are the specific 
reasons thereof in particular cases? 

(e) Whether it is a fact that — 

(i) Maqbul Alain of weaving department oi the Meghna Jute Mills 
(North); 

(li) Jang Bahadur, and 

(in) Makhani Ram of the Anglo-India Middle and Upper Jute Mills 
respectively 

were refused employment after their release? 

(/) If the answ^er to (c) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
thereof ? 

(ff) Whether it is a fact that Makham Ram was victimised at the 
instance of the Deputy Superintendent of Police of Barrackpore? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Mon’blo Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : (a) (/) No 

one was arrested on 29th April, 1941, but on 30th April, 1941, some 
mill hands and outsiders numbering 14 in all were arrested by the 
Naihati and Jagatdal police. 
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(iV) and {Hi) Of the 14 persons arrested, 12 were disc^rged on 13th 
May, 1941, for want of sufficient evidence, and specific cases were 
started against two. The case against one ended in conviction on 19th 
June, 1941, the case against the other is pending. 

(h) These men were arrested on the information that they had in 
their possession several printed prejudicial leaflets for distribution, ai^d 
on actual search such leaflets and other objectionable literature were 
seized from the houses of most of them. 

(c) No, three of them whose names are given in i)art (c) of the ques- 
tion were not re-employed. 

(d) They are reported to have Wen dismissed in the ordinary course 
of their employment in the mills, but the matter is under further 
investigation. 

(e) and (/) Vide reply to (d) above. 
iff) No. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (c), wiU 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the said gentleman 
Makham Ham was dismissed ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: He was dismissed in the 
ordinary course of his employment, but the matter is under further 
investigation. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if those gentlemen were dismissed in the ordinary 
course of their employment, what are the things that Government are 
investigat ing at the present moment!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be that that is the report, but Government 
are not satisfied. Don’t try to draw out at this stage. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state for how many days those 12 men were detained ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for the Police Department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, they were detained for several 
days. 

Mr. SI^EAKER: Quite right, but that is a matter for the Police 
Department. 

11 
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Tht Hon’bl# Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs I do not know. As a 
matter of fact I made a mistake in replying to this question, I did so 
because the question was addressed to my department and a few 
labourers have also been involved. But this question ought to have 
been addressed to the Home Department. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMOAR; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether those 3 men were not being taken 
back to work and have been proceeded against for any offence either 
by the mill authorities or by the police subsequent to their arrest? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar, the Labour Department is con- 
cerned with questions like welfare or victimization. The other part 
of the question relates to the Police Department. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, as I have put in 
question (g}y namely, whether it is a fact that Makham Ram was 
victimised 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, but the matter is still under investigation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The question is this. 
Here the matter concerning the Police Department and the matter 
concerning the Labour Department dovetailed each other and 
therefore you are trying to draw a sharp line of demarcation to shut 
out 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please remember that the matter is under further 
investigation, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir. I am just 
asking the Hon’ble Minister a supplementary question. Apart from 
the question as to whether he was actually victimised at the instance 
of the Deputy Superintendent of Police of Barrackpore or not, has any 
action been taken against him for any offence by the mill authorities? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please let us know the nature of the leaflets which have made 
it prejudicial to the Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for the Police Department. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the particular date when these gentlemen were dis« 
missed and the particular date when the inyestigation began F 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 suppose that they must 
have been dismissed when they were arrested. They have not been 
Reinstated. I have no knowledge of any of these things. The mattlr 
is under investigation. I have made an enquiry. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. You have made an enquiry! May 
I ask of whom? Was it of the mill authorities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The enquiry is being 
made through official channels. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when he made the enquiry? 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY. I am not prepared to say 
that. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Do I understand the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that he held an enquiry and that his enquiry 
has not yet been completed ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is so. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (d), where it is stated “They are reported to have been dis- 
missed in the ordinary course of their employment”, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to explain w’hat he means by “dismissed in the 
ordinary course of employment”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The report is that they 
have been dismissed in the ordinary course of employment and because 
I am not satisfied with that report I am going to make a further investi- 
gation. If the honourable member does not want further investiga- 
tion, I am quite prepared to drop it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am thankful to the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker asked the next quetsion to be called 
out.) 

Mr. NtHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I shall close this 
question by only asking whether the Hon’ble Minister has received any 
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personal representation from the workmen as yet in the course of his 
investigation and, if not, whether he will be pleased to consider the 
desirability of receiving the representations and a full statement of 
facts from the workmen themselves P 

The Hon*ble Mr^ Hi $• 8UHRAWARDY; The workmen have not 
8{)proached me and they have made no representation. My officers 
will make the inquiry and I have no doubt that they will ask all 
persons concerned. 


Demolition of Gangnia Bund aoroes the Serampore khal in Satkhira. 

m Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) De- 
partment be pleased to state whether it is in the c-ontemplation of Gov- 
ernment to demolish the Gangnia Bund across the Serampore khal in 
Satkhira subdivision (Khulna) ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : {a} Yes. 

(h) Demolition of the cross dam is necessary for establishing the 
natural drainage of the country which the dam has obstructed. The 
obstruction will cause serious congestion of drainage and spoil the health 
and cultivation of a very laige tract of country. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that during his recent visit to 
Satkhira a few months ago, a representation was made to him and in 
reply to that representation he assured the public that the cross-bund 
will not be demolished till the Government scheme has materialised? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No, Sir, I do not think my honourable friend is quite correct. On my 
way to Satkhira I personally visited the dam and I met the people 
who were responsible for the erection of the unauthorised dam. 
Although the party was prosecuted under the Embankment Act and 
the court ordered the removal of the same, the execution of the order 
has been stayed, and we are considering Avhat alternative steps may 
be taken to prevent saline water coming in. We hav® iiot yet come to 
any final decision. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is it not a fact that the 
Executive Engineer agreed to keep the dam intact against the order of 
the Subdivisional Officer till the scheme which Government has in view 
has materialised ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: In your question you have used the words 
“against the order of Subdivisional Officer.” That will be out of 
order. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 beg to withdraw 
those words from my question. Let the question be answered without 
those words. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am not prepared to state what opinion an individual officer held about 
the dam. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is it not a fact that if 
this cross-bund is removed an area of paddy land covering 60,000 
highas will be injured by saline water 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coeeimbazar: 

On the other hand, if it is not removed in proper time a large tract 
of the country will remain waterlogged and the crop will fail. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Does the Hon ble Minister 
consider the desirability of reviewing the whole matter once again 
and giving a hearing to the affected cultivators before he decides to 
demolish the cross-bund ? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I have told my honourable friend just now that I have personally visited 
the area and the execution of the order has Wen stayed on that account. 


Water-logging in the fields north of Kristapur and Bhangore oanalt. 

*81. Khan Sahib JASIMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any water-logging this year in thie 
fields on the north of Kristapur and Bhangore canals ? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that the above canals have recently been dredged; and 
(ii) that the water level in these canals is still maintained higher 
than that of the surrounding fields P 



uo 


QUESTIONS. 


[19th Auo., 


Tlif Hon’M MahsrijA MliCHAIIDAA NANOY, of OoMiiitears 

(a) Tea. There ia temporary water-logging occasionally, when there 
‘1 heavy downpour in the basin and also when the low water levels in 
[le rivers at the two ends of the canal are comparatively high as they 
generally are during the rains. 

(b) (i) Tea, to the level of the floor of the lock at Kulti. 

(it) The adjoining fields are very low and the canals cannot be 
drained to the level of the fields, as in that case the depth of water over 
the Kulti Lock floor would be insufficient for navigation of country 
boats. 


Starred Question No. 82. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This question 
like the question No. 72 in the starred list of yesterday may stand 
over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Water-supply in rural areas. 

59. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Ivocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state, in brief, the rural water-suj)ply scheme formulated, 
if any, which Government have in contemplation to take up during 
the coming year in the Province.^ 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khawaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): A copy of the memorandum 
on the scheme which has been tentatively approved by Government 
subject to examination of details by the Finance Department is laid 
on the Library Table. 

Relief to flood-affected people of Chittagong. 

60. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : {a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the 
fact that there was a heavy flood in the first week of July, 1941, in 
different parts of the district of Chittagong specially in the subdivision 
of Cox’s Bazar, police-stations Patiya, Satkania and Rangunia, causing 
irreparable losses to aus crops and seedlings, dwelling houses and the 
destruction of domestic animals? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to 
mitigate the sufferings of the local cultivators? 

(c) If no step has yet been taken, is the Hon^ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of taking early steps for redressing the sufferings 
of the local peasants by way of granting them sufficient crop and agQ- 
cultural loans? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bi]oy Prasad Singh Roy): (r?) Heavy rainfall in 
conjunction with high tides caused floods in tlie main rivers of 
the district and their tributaries. At one or two places the strong 
currents caused erosion and deposit of sand. Some houses were lost and 
one or two small embankments gave way. The major portion of the 
area which grows aus lies to the north of the Karnaphuli river. In this 
area the extent of damage to the aus was nothing unusual. To the south 
of the Karnaphuli river in some unions in Satkania and Patiya thanas, 
the damage was about one-third. In the other areas affected by floods, 
little or no avs is grown. Where the aus has not been damaged by 
floods, it is expected to yield a bumper crop this year. As to am/in 
seedlings, about 50 per cent, have been damaged in low-lying areas. 
But the floods have gone down and the weather has been favourable 
for some weeks past for resowing of the crop. 

(h) Government have sanctioned R8.70,000 as agricultural loan and 
Rs. 20,000 as short-term loan. More loan will be granted, if necessary. 
The Co-operative Department are distributing Rs. 1,10,000 as short- 
term crop loan in the affected areas. 

(c) Further steps will be taken as and when necessary. 

61. Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the 
devastating flood in Cox’s Bazar subdivision, Satkania and Patiya of 
the Chittagong district, which took place in the first part of July, 1941? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what relief measures, if any, have been taken; and 
(n) what amount have Wn sanctioned as — 

(1) gratuitous relief, 

(2) agricultural loan, and 

‘ (3) other reliefs 

to the affected areas? 
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(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware— 

(t) that the price of rice has risen very high; 

(n) that many persons are starving; and 

(m) that there is every chance of distress prevailing in the district? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps do the Government contemplate 
taking for regulating the rise in prices of rice the main foodstuff? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Heavy rainfall 
in conjunction with high tides caused floods in the main rivers of the 
district and their tributaries. At one or two places the strong currents 
caused erosion and deposit of sand. Some houses were lost and one or 
two small embankments gave way. The major portion of the area which 
grows fius lies to the north of the Karnaphuli river. In this area the 
extent of damage to the r/?/s was nothing unusual. To the south of the 
Karnaphuli river in some uuious in Satkania and Patiya thanas, the 
damage was about one-third. In the other areas affected by floods, little 
or no aus is grown. Where the ans has not been damaged by floods, it 
ift expected to yield a bumper crop this year. As to nman seedlings, 
about 50 per cent, have been damaged in low-lying areas. But the 
floods have gone down and the weather has been favourable for some 
weeks past for resowing of the crop. 

(5) (/) Agricultural loans are being given in the affected areas. 

The Co-operative Department are also giving short-time crop loans. 
(») (1) Nil. 

(2) Rs. 70,000 as agricultural loan, Rs.20,000 as short-term loan. 

(31 Co-operative Department are issuing a crop loan of 118.70,000 in 
Sadar subdivision and Rs.40,000 in Cox’s Bazar subdivision. 

(r) (/) Yes. 

(it) and (Hi) Hardship has been caused to the people in the affected 
areas. The professional beggars and day-labourers have been hard-hit, 
but the day-labourervS will find employment in replantation of aman 
paddy which has begun. 

(d) Control of prices is a matter for the Commerce and liabour 
Department. 
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Re-excavation of Dhurang khai in Fatiofcohari, Chittagong. 

•2. Dr. SANAULLAH; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the actual re-excavation work of the Dhurang hhal in 
police-station Fatickchari, district Chittagong, will be com- 
menced ; and 

(it) whether tenders for the said re-excavation work have been 
invited by the Irrigation Department? 

(/>) If the answer to (</) (li) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when tenders for the said scheme are likely 
to be invited ? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

(a) (i) It is proposed to commence this w’ork after the rainy season thia 
year. 

(ii) No. 

(6) Before the work is started. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. 


Questions regarding Jail Clerks. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: May I point out, Sir, 
with reference to .starred question No. 79 relating to the Home Depart- 
ment in respect of Jail Clerks of Bengal which is in to-day’s question 
paper, there were two other questions on the same subject which came 
yesterday. I would like the answers of all the three to })« given 
together as they relate to the same subject? 

Mr, SPEAKER: In future I am going to adopt this policy. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin on his return might answer the three questions together 
so that the supplementary questions might be asked all at one time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Distribution of copies to members of the scheme for the control of 

Tuberculosis. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is just one matter to which my attention 
has been drawn by Mr. Ha.shemy. He has enquired whether the 
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members can get copies of the scheme for the control of Tuberculosis 
in the prorince of Bengal. 1 find^ it is a printed paper and as such 
I think a sufficient number of copies may be available. As members 
are anxious to have copies, I shall certainly be prepared to have them 
distributed if Government can supply ihem. 

< The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I shall 
certainly convey this to my honourable colleague in charge and if a 
sufficient number of copies are available, they will be sent to you for 
distribution amongst members. 

Mft SPEAKER: Even if there are not a sufficient number of copies 
available you may arrange to send as many copies as possible so that 
I may have them distributed among those members who are anxious 
to have copies. 


Rationing of petrol. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, we are experiencing 
great difficulty in our ordinary legislative work for want of petrol. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. We should discuss this matter 
when no outsider is present. 1 think it is not proper to discuss it in 
the presence of outsiders for certain reasons which 1 shall explain. If 
the House desires I shall have the House cleared for about 15 minutes 
immediately after prayer time and we cun then discuss this question. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The House will now resume further discussion on 
the Bengal Markets Eegulation Bill. 

I find at this stage from the European group notices of two amend- 
ments have been given. I take it that these amendments are merely 
verbal changes of the amendments which they have themselves placed. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: That is correct. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2{4) 
after the word “Act’^ at the end, the words “and passed by both 
Houses of the Legislature” be added. 
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This is an old question which we hare been pressing before Govern- 
znent for a long time. We do not like the framing of any rules by a few 
peraons under Government. They should be brought before the 
Aasembl}' so that they might be thrashed out and made perfect. So I 
would request the Hon’ble Minister to see that the rules are brought 
before the Assembly for its approval. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Sir, I oppose this 
amendment. This matter has been discussed in this House on several 
occasions. My friend proposes by this amendment that the rules which 
will be prescribed must pass through both the Houses of the Legisla- 
ture. (Sir, the rules are in respect of matters of procedure and other 
minor matters and if every time the rules have to go through both the 
Houses, that will mean an unnecessary expenditure of public time and 
money and I think in a matter like this the House will not agree to the 
course recommended by my honourable friend. 

Sir, I oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Md, Abul Fazl that in clause 2{^) after the 
word “Act” at the end, the words “and passed by both houses of^tho 
Legislature” be added, was then put and lost. 

Mr, MD, ABUL FAZL. Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(^5), 
in line 5, for the words “acting on behalf of such owner or lessee” the 
words “an authorised agent of such owner or lessee” be substituted. 

Sir, “proprietor” has been described as meaning the owner of a 
market and includes any per.son who is in actual charge and in direct 
control of a market, whether such person is the owner of the market 
or is the lessee thereof or is acting on behalf of such owner or lessee. 
If it is allowed to stand as it is, then other persons w’ho are not autho- 
rised may come in and make illegal exactions. For this reason I have 
suggested an autliorise<l agent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You want to say “proprietor” means the owner 
of a market and includes any ix^rson w’ho is in actual charge and in 
direct control of a market, whether such person is the owner of the 
market or is the lessee thereof or is an authorised agent of such owner 
or lessee. But that means to say that every market proprietor will 
get out of the law for the reason that he does not make him an 
authorised agent but an agent for all practical purposes. Are you 
really putting any liability on the market owner so that anybody who 
wants to employ an agent must make him an authoris"'^ in 

writing? . > 


Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Certainly, Sir. 
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the result that every market owner will have an agent who will not 
give him the authority and then he avoids the law. You ought to 
have made a corresponding provision that nobody will be able to 
employ an agent or lessee without an authority; otherwise he will be 
liable himself. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, this provision may be made by rules. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. You have yourself pointed out the defect in this amend- 
ment. If it is accepted, the whole thing will be unworkable and in 
every case the proprietor will avoid the law. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2 ( 6 )^ in line 5, 
for the words “acting on belialf of such owner or lessee” the words 
”au authorised agent of such owner or lessee” be substituted, was 
then put and lost, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2(6‘), in line 2, after the word “price” the words “or weight” 
be inserted. 

Sir, in sub-clause (6‘) trade allowance has been defined as any 
deduction made by the purchaser from the price of any commodity 
purchased — this is one part — and secondly, any realisation made by the 
purchaser or the seller in cash or in kind in any transaction over and 
above the price agreed upon. Tliese are the two parts. Now^, by my 
amendment I propose that trade allow'ance should mean a deduction 
not only from the price hut also from the weight. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, unless you reduce it to one common 
factor, you cannot do it. So long as the price agreed upon is the 
governing factor in a transaction, anything less in weight must 
necessarily mean less in price*. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir. The price agreed 
upon relates to the latter part of the definitum — realisation of any sura 
over and above the price agreed upon — and the first part relates to 
deduction from the price. How transactions are made with regard to 
jute? Suppose a purchaser w’eighs jute and gets one maund but he 
pays for 38 seers. He does not pay for the entire quantity. The price 
is settled for only 38 seers after deducting two seers from the weight. 
The case is not that of deduction froni the price of 40 seers. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Will not that come under trade allowance? 
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Mr. 8UREIIORA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir, as the Bill stands, 
i want to have trade allowance cover that contingency. 

The HOffi’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I am at one with 

my honourable friend so far as his object is concerned, but this 
amendment seems to be unnecessar}'. What he desires, I think, will 
be served by the clause as it stands because any deduction in kind alA) 
will be regarded as trade allowance. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Bow? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is the second por- 
tion— any realisation made by the purchaser or the seller in cash or in 
kind if he contracts. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: .Sir, may I point out through 
you to the Hon’ble Minister that the second portion only raises the 
price, 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 enter into a transaction with you to purchase 
one maund of jute at Ks. 10 jK^r maund. You make me pay for 50 
seers of jute at Bs. 10. Is it not that ? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: No. There is another case 
also. Suppose I have got only 40 seers and you purchase from me 40 
seers but you want to pay for dS .seers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite right. In other words, either it is more 
or less whatever it is meant, but in substance if the price agreed upon 
is of a maund, the moment the quantity is changed for the same, 1 
mean the measurement is changed, either I must pay more price or 
less price. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: That nmy be so. But may 

I point out that the second portion does not cover the case as you have 
just now proposed l>ecause the .second portion only relates to the 
amount which is realised over and above the price agreed upon. Your 
case, Sir, may be covered by the .second portion, but I am afraid that 
the case where the seller has got only 40 seers and is asked to take the 
price of 38 seers is not covered by either portion of clau.Hc 'ZiO). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturally. If I take 40 seers of a commodity 
from a man and pay him for 38 seers, I pay him less price. I am 
giving him less money than he is entitled to. 
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Mf. 8URENDRA NATH BiiWAS^ It is not imying less prioo. 
Two seers are deducted from the real weight on such and such account. 
The seller will get price only for 38 seers, that is, he gets the price for 
less weight. If such a question goes up to court, I do not know if 
the court will take your view. 

^ The Hon’ble Mn TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In spite of the ingenious 
argument by my honourable friend, I stand unconvinced. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 2(^), in 
line 2, after the word “ price” the words ”or weight” be inserted, was 
then put and lost. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2A. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2A(i), 
in line 2, for the word “three” the word “six” be substituted. 

Sir, at the time of first registration three months’ time has been 
allowed. This is rather too small a period for mufassal markets. The 
proprietors of those markets may not be ready to get their markets 
registered within such a short time. So, I submit, that the time may 
be extended. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I accept it. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 2A(i), in line 2, 
for the word “three” the word “six” be substituted, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, regarding my amendment 
that in clause 2A(7), line 5, for the words “for successive periods of 
three years” the words “each year” be substituted, I beg to point out 
that sometimes markets are leased out for a limited period of one 
year or two years. In that case difficulty will arise, and I think they 
will have to pay licence foes for three years and thus complications will 
arise. I do not know what will be the solution of it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Supposing you lease out a market for six months, 
will that solve the problem ? 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: No; in that case also complica- 
tions will arise. 

Mr, SURI^DRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, my amendments Nos. 97 
and 98 are consequential upon my amendment No. 95. Would you 
kindly permit me to move them together? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. But let me see the amendment of 
Mr. Hashemy. “Will you move it, Mr. Hashemy P 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, Sir, I beg to move 

that in clause 2A, sub-clause (3) be omitted, but I am prepared to 
withdraw if I am convinced why no fee shall be charged for registra- 
tion or renew^al of registration. My submission to you, Sir, is that 
while in every registration case, even in marriage registration cases, 
there are fees, why in this case exemption has been made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I argue that in order that every market owner 
may be tempted to register his market, for the time being the I^egis- 
lature can say that everybody can register his market without any fee, 
and that after things have been regularised, the question of fees may 
be considered. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Does the Hon’ble 

Minister hold that view, viz., Government are doing it only to popu- 
larise registration, or there is anything else in the mind of the Hon’ble 
Minister P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As every market will 
have to take licence and pay a fee for that, Government think it 
unnecessary to impose another fee for the registration of the same 
market. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I beg to move that in clause 
2A, the sub-clause (2) be omitted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 2A(J), in lines 1 and 2, the worda 
“or renewal of“ be omitted. 

I further beg to move that in clause 2A(J), in lines 2 and 3, the 
words, brackets and figure “or sub-section be omitted. 

Sir, I am against the proposal for incorporation of clause 2A in the 
Bill and with regard to that I beg to submit that this clause is absolutely 
unnecessary, because I feel that instead of doing any good the provision 
of this clause will do a great harm to the people in general throughout 
Bengal. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister what useful purpose will 
be served by having all the markets all over the province registered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: What harm is there? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Harm there will be enough. 
The Hon’J)le Minister will require the proprietors of iqprkets all over 
the province to register their markets every three years and, if any- 
body fails to get his market registered within the prescribed time, ho 
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will be prosecuted. Eegistration of markets by the rural people will 
require some expenses on their part to be incurred. They will have 
to go to the place of registration, pay some money to the writer of 
their applications. Then they will submit their applications to the 
Eegistration Officer. So the whole procedure of registration of markets 
will mean an expense to the proprietors of the markets as well as some 
epst to the Government. Government will have to keep a staff for the 
purpose of keeping the register and for having the entire procedure 
of registration gone through. It means pecuniary obligation on the 
part not only of the proprietor but also of the Government. This is 
the harm about which my honourable friend wanted to know from me. 
I want to ask him in return what will be the good? You will find 
in this Bill that all markets excepting the markets owned by the 
•Calcutta Corporation and the municipalities will have to take licence 
under clause 4. 8o Government will automatically get a record of all 
the markets all over the province exce])ting of course the markets 
owned by the Calcutta Corporation and the municipalities. Govern- 
ment may prepare a register of all those markets from papers available 
in connection with licensing. Therefore these markets do not require 
any further registration. Then with regard to the markets owned by 
the Calcutta Corporation and municipalities all over the province, 
Government may get a list of those markets easily by writing for the 
same to the municipalities and Calcutta Corporation. For that purpose 
Government do not require to keep a separate establishment nor to 
register all the markets all over the province and to harass the rural 
people who are proprietors of the village markets, unnecessarily, viz., 
make them go to the town for this purpose, to spend money for 
registration and to pay penalty in case they fail to register their 
markets within the prescribed lime. In this connection there is 
•another fact which is also to be con.sidered. Sir, those markets, I 
mean markets owned by the Corporation and the municipalilies, will 
be controlled under tliis Bill for .some specific purpo.ses only, namely, 
for the purpOvses of sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 11 A and IIB and for no other 
sections. For tliese purposes no registration is necessary. 

Section 8 requires that no trade allowance shall be realised in any 
market or in any place by any jH*rsou. For tliis purpose, I submit, no 
registration is necessary. Then for the purpose of section 9 also by 
which the proprietors may be required by Government to furnish 
information no registration is necessary. Government may have this 
information easily from the municipalities and the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion without having the markets registered. Then with regard to 
fiection 10 which deals with standard grades and standard definition, 
;and sections llA and I IB which deal with standardisation of weight, 
all these things can be controlled easily without having the markets 
registered. So I submit that there is no necessity of getting not only 
#he markets owned by the Calcutta Corporation and municipalities 
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registered, but also the markets owned by private parties all over the 
province. On the other hand, as I have already submitted, this clause 
will put the rural people into unnecessary expenditure and unnecessary 
harassment. 

Now, Sir, another thing I want the Hon’ble Minister to give his 
attention to is that in rural areas the owners of markets are general^ 
agriculturists and my experience tells me that in 'many oases the 
owners are large in number. All these people will be harassed in 
connection with registration and I think eventually this Act will be 
made absolutely unpopular at the very inception. When the procedure 
of registration will be carried on, the people will feel very much 
harassed and when they will find that they are being harassed for 
nothing, they will become discontented and this Act will be unpopular 
to them. 8o, in the interests of the Government for making this Bill 
popular, I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to consider what I have said 
and to delete the clause. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose all the 
amendments that have been moved in respect of this clause. My friend 
Mr. Biswas is mistaken when he thinks that all markets except those 
owned by the Calcutta Corporation and the muuicii)alitie8 will have to 
be licensed under this measure. That is not so. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A large number of 
markets wdll not have to take any licence under this measure. These 
markets will be markets not only owned by the Calcutta Corporation 
and various mufassal municipalities but also markets lying within the 
Calcutta Corporation and within municipal areas. My friend knows 
that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: 1 nder what clause? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Please look at clause 4, 
which is the clause relating to licensing. Those markets that are situated 
within the Calcutta area or within the municipal limits irrespective 
of the fact whether they are owned by the Corporation or by munici- 
palities will not have to take any licence. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWASi May I draw your attention 
to the definition of “market” which has been accepted? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please see proviso to clause 4(i). 


12 
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Mr. tURENORA NATH BISWAS: I want to draw your atten- 
tion to the definition of '‘market’* given in clause 2 (J). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Were you -a lawyer you would know that definition 
cannot abrogate the provisions of a substantive section of the law. 
Definition is at best a definition. Definition is to give an idea as to 
what is meant by a market under this Bill. But where the substantive 
law lays down a certain liability or a certain exemption, then whatever 
might be the definition that substantive law stands. Here the proviso 
says that the provisions of this sub-section shall not apply to any market 
— that is what the Hon’ble Minister is drawing your attention to — in 
the Calcutta area or in any area, etc., etc. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: What 1 was pointing 
out is this that it is the intention of Government to keep a complete 
register of all the markets in the province. My friend's agument is that 
as almost all the markets will have to take licence, that will serve the 
purpose. But he is mistaken in thinking that only markets owned by 
the Calcutta Corporation and markets owned by the municipalities will 
not have to take any licence and all other markets will have to take 
a licence. That is his view. I was pointing out that he was mistaken. 
There are a large number of markets, private markets, within the area 
of Calcutta and within the areas of other municipalities. Those are the 
most important markets in Bengal. The proprietors of these markets 
will not have to take any licence. Now if markets are not registered, 
then Government will have no account of these important markets in 
various municipalities and also in Calcutta. The result will be this. 
Under clause 9 proprietors of markets may be asked to supply informa- 
tion which the department considers to be valuable for the purpose of 
the administration of this Act. If there is no registration of markets, 
it will be very difficult to catch hold of all the proprietors of these 
markets for the purpose of getting information from them. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: You can get 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Please do not interrupt. 
I shall reply to every one of your arguments. I submit that the provi- 
sion to register all the markets is a very salutary provision and no 
reasonable exception can be taken to that. 

My friend has said why put the people to all this worry and trouble 
to have their markets registered. It will be seen that no fees have been 
provided for the registration of markets. Therefore it will not be 
difficult for the proprietors of markets to have them registered. The 
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procedure that will be prescribed will not entail any great expenditure 
of money by the proprietors of markets. I think, therefore, that my 
friend will be well advised to withdraw his objection to the clause. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8; What is the difficulty on the 
part of Government in getting a list of markets within the limits cf 
the Calcutta Corporation and those of municipalities? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Supposing they don’t give it! 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH Bt8WA8: Am I to believe that if 
Government ask for information, these local bodies will not supply it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is quite possible. It is an internal affair. 

Mr. Hashemy, are you pressing your amendment P 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; I beg leave of the House 

to withdraw my amendment No. 90. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in clause 2A, sub- 
clause (J) be omitted, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The following motions of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas 

that in clause 2A, the sub-clause (2) be omitted; 
that in clause 2A (J), in lines 1 and 2, the words “or renewal of’' 
be omitted; and 

that in cLaiise 2A(3), in lines 2 and 3, the words, brackets and 
figure “or sub-section (2)’’ be omitted, 

were then put and lost. 

The question that clause 2A as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2), 
in line 2, after the word “behalf” the words “and passed by both 
Houses of the Legislature” be in.serted. 

This requires no speech on my part. It has been already done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose the amend- 
ment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 



174 


GOVBltNMBlfT BILL. 


[l&IH AW., 

Mr, M0I ABilL FASL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 3(4), in 
line 11, after the words ‘^authority shall the words ‘^after making 
such enquiry'' be inserted. 

This is with regard to classification of markets and the provision is 
with regard to an appeal. The appellate authority should make an order 
after making an enquiry. What I want is that an enquiry should be 
made before any order is passed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the amendment is 
unnecessary. If the appellate authority thinks that any enquiry is 
not necessary, then it is unnecessary to provide for it. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 3 (4), in line 11, 
after the words “authority shall” the words “after making such 
enquiry” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The question lliat clause 3 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that in the juoviso to clause 4 (7), in lines 4 to 6, the words 
“or to any fair or inela in any area within the jurisdiction of a District 
Board” be omitted. 

Sir, to make my amendment clear let me read out a certain portion 
of the section. Section 4 reads — 

(a) no person shall establish a new market, and 

(b) no proprietor shall carry on an existing market, unless he holds 

a licence in the prescribed form and except in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act and the conditions which may 
be specified in the licence : 

Provided that the provisions of this sub-section shall not apply to 
any market in the Calcutta area or in any area which has 
been or may hereafter be constituted a municipality under 
the provisions of the Bengal Municii)al Act, 1932, or to any 
fair or mehi in any area within the jurisdiction of a District 
* Board. 

I want to delete the portion “or to any fair or 7nela in any area 
within t^ie jurisdiction of a District Board”. Sir, here is another con- 
fusion. I do not know what is the actual meaning of the term “any 
fair or mela in any area within the jurisdiction of a District Board”. 
I know of markets — weekly or bi-weekly markets — and I know of rnelas 
and fares held periodically on the District Board road in my district and 



18 * 1 .] QovmmE^ mhh, m 

some adjoining districts. Sir, if that comes within the pturview of this 
mpea 'Vithin the jurisdiction of a District Board*’, what will be the 
condition of that weekly or bi-weekly hat or mela just on the District 
Board road where there is practically no proprietor at all. Sir, I 
understand by this section that excepting Calcutta area and area within 
the jurisdiction of Bengal municipality there is not an inch of land 
which does not come within the jurisdiction of the District Board. .^^1 
other area in Bengal falls within the jurisdiction of the District Board. 
Therefore, it comes to this that no licence will be necessary for any 
market in Bengal. If the Hon’ble Minister means or hats or 

fares which are directly controlled and managed and owned by the 
District Board, that is a dift’erent thing, but it is not clear. Therefore, 
it should be omitted. I suggest that the Hon’ble Minister should stop 
here. “Provided that the provisions of this sub-section sliall not apply to 
any market in the Calcutta area or in any area which has been or may 
hereafter be constituted a municipality under the j)rovisions of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, 1932.” 

Mfi SPEAKER: Have you seen sections lOOA, lOOB, lOOC, lOOD 
and lOOE of the Bengal Local Self-G(»vernment Act, which were passed 
in 1932 by the J^egislature as regards nu'las and fares with reference 
to the Bengal District Boards? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY? No, Sir, I have not yet 
seen them. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Plea.se see tliem. It is possible for a District 
Board to require the owner intending to establish a market to obtain a 
licence. There is that power. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: If that is so, Sir, this 
Act is unnecessary. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: This Act is not merely for meins and fares. The 
District Board’s power is only with reference to melas and fares, but 
here it is market. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I read the 
minute of dissent of one of the Chairmen belonging to the district from 
where the Hon’ble Minister hails. The minute of dissent of Mr. Yusuf 
Ali Chowdhury reads ; — 

^'Clause 13 — Provuo . — In this proviso the agency of the District 
Board is going to be employed by the District Magistrate, 

. etc.” 

That is also significant. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: HoweTer, there is the power under the Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act to deal with fares and melas but not with 
markets. As such they propose to bring markets under District Board 
within the control of this Bill. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Under this section these 
fffres and melas are excluded from the operation of this Bill as Calcutta 
area and Bengal municipal area are excluded. Then what remains? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Markets. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Let the Hon ble Minister 
explain it. If necessary I will withdraw my amendment. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 am sure that my 
honourable friend has tabled this amendment through misunderstanding. 
He will be pleased to see that the fares and melas under the District 
Board and also markets within the municipalities, whether owned by 
municipalities or not, and markets within Calcutta, whether owned by 
the Calcutta Corporation or not, are not altogether excluded from the 
operation of this Act. Those markets have only been excluded from 
the operation of this clause — clause for licensing. Those markets will 
not have to take any licence, but various other important clauses will 
apply to those markets as to all other markets. The clause regarding 
licensing w’ill not ajjply to those markets on account of the simple fact 
that markets within municipal limits and markets within the Calcutta 
Corporation have to take licences from the municipalities and the Cor- 
poration respectively. It will be unfair if the projJiietors of these 
markets are made liable to take a second licence from the Government. 
That will be double taxation. That is why these markets have been 
excluded from the licensing clause of this Bill. Similarly, as you, Sir, 
have already })oiuted out, the District Boards can compel owners of 
fares and melu^ to take licence. Now, it the power to give licence 
and if the power to compel the j)roprietors of melas and fares to take 
licence is assumed by Government there is likelihood of conflict of juris- 
diction. Sui)i)ose, there is a fare in the district of Khulna. The 
District Board of Khulna compels the proprietor of the fare to take 
a licence from it. Now if the power is given to Government to compel 
the proprietor of the mchi also to take licence from Government, then 
the organiser of the mcla will have to take two licences. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble Minis- 
ter kindly read those sections of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act? 
Can District Board compel any proprietor to take a licence ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it has been done in some cases. Of course, 
if a District Board does not want to do it, that is another thing. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDiN KHAN: And this provision has 
been made to avoid conflict of jurisdiction ; otherwise I would have been 
very happy to catch hold of fares and melas also and make the 
proprietors of these organisations to take licences from (iovernmei^. 
But it will be better to avoid conflict of jurisdiction, as that will lead 
to very great difficulty in the working of this measure. That is why 
this exception has been made. Sir, I think my friend has been 
convinced and will withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir. I beg leave of the 
House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that in the proviso to 
clause 4(7), in lines 4 to (>, the words “or to any fair or ineJa in any 
area within the jurisdiction of a District Board” be omitted, was then 
by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir. I beg to move that in clause 
4(2), in lines 3 to o, the expres.sion beginning with the words “and 
shall” and ending with the word “market” at the end be omitted. 

I also beg to move that clause 4{4) be omitted. 

Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons in the original Bill 
which was drafted as far as I can understand by the Hon’ble Minister 
we see that it is written in very clear language that the object of the 
Bill is to secure better conditions in the markets for the public generally 
and to protect buvers and sellers, in particular cultivators selling their 
produce, from unjustified exactions and other malpractices wdiich 
prevail, 

I would like to draw tbe atenlion of the House through you, Sir, 
that the objective of the (jovernment now has been diverted to make 

unjust exactions and if T am peimitted to say I would like to say to 

exert malpractices on behalf of Government on the proprietors of 
markets. Forsooth, the proprietors of market.s did great injustice to 
the sellers, agriculturists and all classes of people. Is that any 
justification that Government ii<»w will go with power and privileges 
to exact the proprietors of markets by exacting licence fees to the 
extent of Rs. 50,^ In the original Bill, tbe licence fee was limited 
to Rs. 5 only and when it came through the Select Committee I am sur- 
prised to notice, Sir, that the licence fee has been increased to Rs. 50. 

^ The Hon’ble Minister has very wi.sely digested the matter like a very 
good boy. Since the amount has been increased the Hon’ble 
Minister ‘ has no objection, whatsoever, but if the amount 

of Rs. 5 would have been reduced to Re. 1. or, . say, nil 
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then perhaps the Hon’ble Mr, Tamieuddia Khan w^hld have 
raised his voice and given us a sermon and said how could 
the Government, the administration, the organisation, the 
official paraphernalia be run on and so the money must be paid. May 
I enquire of the Hon’ble Minister why he changed his previous 
view and agreed to a jump from Ks. 5 to Rs. 50? Is this change due 
t^ the recommendations of the Select Committee or is it because of the 
profiteering attitude of the present Government? This Gk>vernment 
for nearly five years have been imposing taxes and taxes on all classes of 
people. They had the intention to impose a license fee on jute culti- 
vators, and when the licence fee was proposed, we the Opposition 
raised our voice against it, and w^e opposed it on the ground that the 
peasants would be put to much trouble if this sort of licence fee was 
imposed on the cultivators in the name of doing some service to them. 
To-day, Sir, the same policy is being sought to be imposed. May I 
ask what justification Government have to impose a licence fee on the 
proprietors of markets? Are the proprietors of markets to-day con- 
demned in the eyes of Government? Did they do any wrong so far 
as Government are concerned? If the propript^)rs did anything wrong 
in the matter of unjust exactions and malpractices, are not Govern- 
ment going on with the same kind of exactions and malpractices by 
imposing this sort of licence fee on the poor and innocent proprietors 
of markets? 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, you know and those who come from village areas 
know it thoroughly well and I think the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
has also not forgotten all about it that in a good many markets the 
proprietors are as good as the po<^)r peasants. Moreover, Sir, in con- 
nection with markets you will not, I am sure, be surprised to learn that 
for one market there are as many as 50 proprietors besides some absentee 
proprietors too who luive been forced to come out of the villages to 
earn their livelihood. Now, Sir, the restrictions which Government 
have imposed on the proprietors may at any time lead them to some 
sort of difficulty and may lead them to go to prison even. Fiider 
what circumstances and for what considerations the Hou’ble Mr. Tamiz- 
uddin Khan has agreed to the proposal of the Select Committee with 
regard to this licence fee I would like to know from him. AVhat was 
the consideration under which he imposed a licence fee of Rs. 5 and 
what were the changed circumstances to-day under which he wants 
to justify the imposition of a licence fee of Rs. 50, we would like to 
know from him. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Government have taken power to regulate the 
prices. They are now taking power to regulate the fees to be charged 
by the proprietors and still they want to impose a licence fee on the 
proprietors. May I know the reason and justification, eeonoxnical and 
moral? (A voici ; Spiritual as well.) and, as my friend on the left says^ 
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spiritual as well to which remark I lend my support. Sir, you will 
find that Government are now tryinp* to impose a condition on the* 
proprietors of markets that they should make arran^rements for drink- 
ing water and that they should make arrangements for various other 
things for the convenience of the people who will flock there for the 
purpose of marketing. May I draw your attention, Sir, to those dis- 
tant villages where there is no drainage system and no arrangeme^^t 
for drinking abater, though Government declared times without number 
that they would make arrangements for drinking water in every union 
board with tube- wells and various other things? When Government 
themselves cannot do anything, this shameless Government are dicta- 
ting terras to other people, simply because they happen to be their 
8ulK)rdinates and simply because they happen to he under the control 
of their rules and regulations. (Cries of “shame" “shame" from 
the Opposition Benches.) Is this fair and just — that is what I w'ant 
to know from the IIonTde Minister? Have Government made any 
arrangements for drainage in any village in Bengal to make it at least 
to some extent habitable? They have not. They have failed. Now,. 
Sir, though they have failed to bring alsuit any change, they are dicta- 
ting terms to the proprietors of markets. They are dictating that 
with regard to sanitation proprietors must do tliis thing and that thing 
and that with regard to drainage they must do this thing and that thing 
and if they do not do it, they null be penalised. (Rui Harendua 
Nath CHAronrui : Shame, shame I) They have got an iron rod to* 
penalise evervlK)(ly, but who are going to penalise you — I mean the 
Government? If you fail to discharge your duties, penalise yourself 
first and then come to penalise the proprietors of markets. Tho 
proprietors of niarket.s can at least claim that for the last 50 years or 
so they did something for the benefit of the people. From economic 
considerations, Sir, T would like to draw your attention to the fact 
that in spite of mismanagement, malpractices and even unjustified 
exactions in the markets they are affording facilities to the buyers and 
sellers as w^ell. 

In an area where there is no market, the buyers cannot get the- 
requisite articles which they require for their elementary needs, not 
to speak of other things. Even milk is not available. In village areas 
where there is no market, some people arrange to supply milk by 
jog an system. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Why are you wasting your breath on this? 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The whole Bill from the begin- 
ning to the end is ' 

Mr« SPEAKER: I have allowed you fuileet. freedom so far. After 
all, this is applicable not only to the milk seUers but to all markets 
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that will be established in future. Your argument is that there should 
be no licensing scheme if a man wants to start a market and run it on 
the basis of no profit. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSEs I would like to know from you, 
Sir, are they excluding the old markets.^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The existing markets? The Provincial Govern- 
ment may exempt any person from fees. You have got a market and 
you make a profit out of it. Government want to control it and in 
doing so they want you to take out a licence. A licence must be sub- 
ject to certain conditions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: What about the fee? 

Mr. SPEAKER: After all, if the machinery of Government is to 
be set in motion, it requires expenditure of Government money. You 
want to make a profit out of the market and Government want to impose 
on you the liability about sanitation and other things. The cost has 
to be met from the public revenue. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: As regards the succeeding clauses, 
I shall expose those things and give suitable replies when they are 
taken up. 

With regard to the licence fee, in reply to your query I would like 
to repeat the very statement which the Hon’ble Minister made a few 
minutes back when Mr. Hasbemy asked : why don’t you impose some 
fee with regard to the renewal of licence? At that time the Hon’ble 
Minister replied that Government did not want to exact anything from 
the proprietor. If they do not want to he exacting, why do they impose 
41 licence fee at the start without knowing whether the proprietors 
are making profit or los\s and without making calculations to find that 
out. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not know of any market where profit is not 
made. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I humbly submit that there 
4 ire markets which do not exact anything? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There may be exceptions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I will come to that later on. 
Then, Sir, if the rates are not uniform, that will create another diffi- 
cidty. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you h&V6 Su£Qici6!ui<jijf' cu^^uou juvu 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Now, after aaying all these 
things, I would request the Hon’ble Minister to think over his proposal 
made in the original Bill. If because of various factors best known to 
the Hon’ble Minister, he cannot do without imposing a licence fee, 
then I hope he will at least accept some other amendment where ^ 
reduction in the fee has been suggested. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have given your whole case away. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: AVhen the Ministry is going to 
exact to the extent of Ks. 50 I shall be satisfied if the fee is reduced to 
Hs. 5 as it was in the original Bill. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to suggest that in clause 4(-^), 
line 5, for the word “fifty" the word “twenty-five” be substituted. 

This is with regard to the licence fee. In the original Bill it was 
only Its. 5 and now in the rejiort of the Select Committee we find that 
Its. 50 has been ])ut. The limit fixed is too high and I think lls. 25 
would be sufficient for tlie jmipose of this Bill. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clau.se 4(5), lines 3-0, for the expression 
beginning with the words “no fees” and ending with the word “it” 
at the end, the words “sindi exemption ap])ears to them to be equitable” 
be substituted. 

This i.s with regard to exemj)tion. Sub-section (5) emiiowers 
Government to grant ex«un])tion. My amendment seeks to give the 
same idea in simj)le exjire^sion which will be more readily understood. 
So, I move my amendment. 

I am not moving any other amendments. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 4(4), in line 5, for the word “fifty” the word “five” be 
substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 4, for suh-clause (5), the following 
new sub-clau.se be substituted, namely : — 

“((?) The proprietor of a market wdio i.s in actual charge and in 
direct control of such market either as the owner or lessee 
‘thereof or on behalf of the owner or lessee shall lie respon- 
sible, and where the number of such proprietor ic 
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than one all such proprietors shall be jointly and severally 
responsible for carrying out the provisions of this Act and 
the conditions set out in the licence for the market.’* 

Now, Sir, with regard to my amendment No. 112, I beg to submit 
that the original fee of Es. 5 which was found in the first Bill should 
be restored. It means that the fee should not exceed Rs. 5. vSir, this 
is not a taxation measure. It is only a fee which the Government 
propose to realise for meeting the expenses necessary for the establish- 
ment that the Government wiW have to maintain for the licensing 
department. I think that when the fee was fixed at Rs. 5 in the first 
instance, it was certainly found at that time that the amount that 
W'ould he realised in the shape of fees at Rs. 5 would be sufficient to 
cover the expenditure. Nothing has happened since then to increase 
the amount. May I request the Hon ’hie Minister to accept this 
amendment of mine? It will harm nobody. At the same time it will 
benefit the rural people. Sir, I am not talking of the proprietor of 
big markets or of the markets 


Mff SPEAKER: 1 w’ould like to know’ from the Hon’ble Minister 
why he has used the term “ow’uer” in sub-clause (O). You w'ant to 
bring the proprietors in one category. Please see the definition of 
“proprietor” in clause 2(d). Now, as defined, “proprietor” means the 
owner of a market and includes any j)erson wdio is in actual charge and 
in dii’ect control of a market, whether such person is the owner of the 
market or is the lessee thereof or is acting on behalf of such owmer or 
lessee. That is the definition of the term “proprietor”. When you 
are imposing a liability, why do you not use the word “proprietor” 
there 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, we have used the 
word “proprietor” in many other places. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Quite right, but why not here? Here you have 
used the expression “the owner of a market”. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I am now speaking on 
my amendment No. 112 with regard to licence fee. As I have already 
observed, it is not a taxation measure. I believe that a fee not exceed- 
ing Rs. 5 per market will be quite sufficient to meet the expenses that 
Government may incur for maintaining the staff for licensing. May 
I now request the Hou’ble Minister to explain to the members of the 
House why this figure “5” has been substituted by the figure “50”. 
I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will give a satisfactory explanation 
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for changing this figure from 5 to 50. If he cannot give a satisfactory 
explanation he should accept my amendment; otherwise we will press 
it to a division. 

Then, Sir, I come to my amendment No. 114. Although you talked 
aside with the Hon’ble Minister and some other gentlemen over the 
subject-matter of my amendment, which 1 was not presumed to hea|;, 
yet I could take it that it also struck your attention that the sub-clause 
(^) as drafted was not satisfactory. 

Sir, in sub-clause (6) I find that the owner of the market as well 
as the person who is in actual charge and in direct control of such 
market either as lessee thereof or on behalf of the owner or lessee, shall 
be jointly or severally responsible in appropriate circumstances for 
carrying out the provisions of this Act and the conditions set out in the 
licence for the market. Sir, under this clause whether the proprietors 
of the market are owners or agents acting on behalf of the owners, all 
of them may be roped in and hauled up before a (Timinal court for not 
carrying out any of the provisions of this Act. Now, Sir, as I have 
already pointed out, the proprietor of a market has been defined to 
mean the owner of a market and t(> include a person who is in actual 
charge and in direct control of a market whether such person is the 
owner of the market or is the le.ssee thereof or is acting on behalf of 
such ow’ner or lessee. 

Now, Sir, what can be the intention of the Government so far as 
this clause is concerned? Is it the intention of Government to penalise 
the owner — an absentee proprietoi; — as w’ell as the person who is actually 
on the spot and is in direct control of the market and does everything 
on behalf of the proprietor without letting the j>roj)rietor know what 
he is doing? Is it their intention that all of them should be roped in 
and hauled up before a court for having violated any of the j)rovisionH 
of this Bill? If that is the intention, I am afraid Government will 
be looked upon as an instrument of oppression. 

Now, Sir, w’hen the definition of “proprietor” includes the owner of 
a market, I do not think that the Hon’ble Minister will hesitate to-accept 
my amendment. If my amendment is acce})ted, then the person who is 
in direct control of the market, whether he is the owner of a market or 
acts on behalf of the owner or is the lessee, shall l)e responsible for per- 
forming all the duties entrusted to him by this Bill and if he does not 
comply with any of the provi.sions of this Bill, he may be hauled up. I 
have no objection to that. Nor have I any objection to more than one 
such person being hauled up, if the number of persons who are in direct 
control is more than one. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know in actual fact that is practically 
impossible. I know a certain market where the number of owners is 
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legion — about 80, 90 or 100. Here GoTemment want to make botb the 
owner as well as the lessee responsible jointly and severally for carrying 
out the provisions of the Act. 

Mfi SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: But there is the penal clause. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Government’s idea is not merely to make the 
owner responsible but also the man in actual charge whether he is a 
lessee or acting on behalf of the lessee responsible. What is your 
objection? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: My objection is that if any of 
the owners is in direct control, left him be hauled up but not others. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose the Maharaja of Burdwan has got a 
market at Kalna and he leases it out. Under the law he must bo 
responsible. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Xo, Sir That is not my 
object. What I have said is that the person who is in charge of the 
market should be made responsible. I have said that the proprietor of 
a market who is in actual charge w'hether a lessee or 

Mr. SPEAKER: In actual fact it happens that while giving lease 
of the market the owner reserves to himself the responsibility of looking 
after the drainage and other things and even if you impose a liability 
by law the poor lessor is helpless because under the contract it is the 
owner who is responsible. Now, if you make him jointly responsible, 
he will certainly see that it is done. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the point is that there may 
be as usual 60 or 80 proprietors. These 50 or 80 proprietors may be 
living outside market areas. W’hat I mean is let Government choose 
one man and let him be hauled up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to talk of my own experience, but 
I know of one particular instance where simply because there were 8 
or 10 shareholders of a market living in different places, they all tried 
to evade every law. The municipality imposed certain conditions on 
the leaseholders who said: “We are not responsible. Please haul up 
the proprietors.” 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: There may be many cases 
like that as you have observed, Sir. You have already taken the case 
of Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan. Suppose, Sir, he has got a market at 
Kalna and he has leased that market to A, B— — 
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Mr. SPEAKER: What I mean is that if you want to lease out a 
market you must do it on such condition that it is contingent upon 
improvement of sanitary conditions. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I am only citing an 
example. If my amendment is accepted, the purpose of this Act will 
be fully complied with. Now, Sir, supposing the Maharajadhiraja of 
Burdwan lets out a market to certain people, and as you have suggest- 
ed it may not have been a term of the lease that the drainage work will 
have to be done by the lessee. In that case the lessee may certainly 
say when this law is passed that this part of the work should be done* 
by the lessor, I mean the Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan. Now, Sir, 
Maharajadhiraja is not in direct control. What he has done is that he 
has appointed a manager to act on his behalf. If sub-clause ( 6 ) is 
passed as it is, then the Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan also may be hauled 
up before the Court, although he may have appointed a manager. 


Mr, 8PEAKER9 Can a landlord lease out a market unless he^ 
knows that the lessee and the lessor amongst themselves will make' 
sanitary arrangements ? 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: It may be. Sir, you have 
cited an example where terms are not in the lease. My object is to 
exonerate the proprietor who is not in direct control but who appoints 
somebody to be in direct control. I./et that somebody, whether he is 
the proprietor himself or he is a lessee or whoever he may be, let him 
be hauled up, and if the number of such p<»rsons is more than one, let 
all those persons be hauled up for not complying with the provisions 
of the Bill, but the proprietor w^ho is not in direct control of the market 
should not be hauled up. 

Then, I shall draw your attention to the phrase “in appropriate 
circumstances” — I am reading sub-clause ( 6 ) of clause 4: “The owner 

of a market and the person who is in actual charge shall be jointly 

or severally responsible in appropriate circumstances for carrying out 
the provisions of this Act”. Now, Sir, who is to decide these appro- 
priate circumstances and in what manner P 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed 
to conclude his speech.) 

I know, Sir, that my amendment will not be accepted by the 
Hon’ble Minister nor by the House. Still, Sir, I say all this because 
I feel that it is our paramount duty to light the case of the poor people 
who are living in the villages and who we know will be more harassed 
by this Bill than benefited. 
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Now, Sir, with regard to this phrase ‘‘in appropriate circumstances 
1 ask the Hon’ble Minister whether he has provided for any prescribed 
authority and manner to decide the appropriate circumstances under 
which the liabilities of the proprietor who is not in direct control and 
the person who is in direct control shall be apportioned in the case of 
defiance of any of the provisions of this Bill. iSir, I do not find in 
this Bill any provision for an authority who is to decide the appropriate 
circumstances nor for the manner in which the decision shall be arrived 
at. There is no definition of “appropriate circumstances^ or any 
illustration thereof given in this Bill. 

To sum up my point, Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Minister to 
accept my amendments Nos. 112 and 114 which are reasonable and 
innocent amendments. Such acceptance will not harm any other 
provision of this Bill nor be an obstacle to its administration. On the 
other hand, it will give some relief to the people who may be unneces- 
sarily harassed under this Bill. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I want to make a few obser- 
vations in support of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose’s amendment. 

The House was feeling bored 1 suspect. I hope the House won’t 
mind if 1 indulge in a bit of story-telling. There is a story told about 

an old muktear. Let me relate this story with an apology to my 

muktear friends in this House and outside — I have many friends 
among them. Now, Sir, this gentleman had not much of education 
or legal knowledge; but he knew the art of extracting money from 
his clients. Whenever any client approached him he would among 
other things demand 8 annas as “affidavit fee.’’ One day a poor 
■client got bewildered and asked him very politely: “What is this fee 
that you charge every day?” “Ah, you don’t know” said the 
muktear holding out a piece of cartridge paper, “4 annas this side 

nnd 4 annas that side” — in Bengali I That is how 

the greedy muktear understood or rather explained “affidavit fee”. 

Now, Sir, this top-heavy Government — and being top-heavy it 
requires money — is imposing this tax, that tax and what not. I am 
inclined to believe that in imposing this licence fee and in enhancing 
it Government have not acted unlike the muktear of the story. The 
question that I put to Government plainly is this. Why charge a 
licence fee at all? What service Government propose to render to the 
owners of markets in consideration of the fee levied? Practically 
nothing. Except during the period of suspension of licence when, 
according to section 14,* the management and maintenance of the 
markets in question shall have to be taken up by the authorities — and 

it noted that the expense for the same will have to be met from 
4jhe income derived from the markets— except in such cases the 
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Government shall have practically nothing to do towards mainten- 
ance, establishment and management of markets. I am inclined to 
believe, Sir, that the only work which the Subdivisional Magistrate, 
District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner will have to do 
by way of administration of rules under this Act will be a part of 
their normal, usual routine work for which no price ought to be 
demanded. If any price is demanded for this little extra work, tljfe 
owner of the market may as well say that he pays land revenue for 
the lauds on which the market is situated and if he earns an income 
from the market he pays income-tax though not to the provincial 
exchequer and he pays road cess too. 

Then about the nature of the business. Does the nature of the 
business justify the imposition of a licence feeK Well, Sir, market- 
owning is not a monopoly business. Government by granting a 
licence to a man for a market does not give him the right of a monopoly 
business. On the contrary, the Government by empowering themselves 
under section 17 to establish, maintain and manage their own markets 
make this market-owning business more competitive than before. 

I therefore feel that from the nature of the business the Govern- 
ment have no right to impose this licence fee and to this I have to 
add the consideration of another fact, viz., that Government compel 
the market-owners to introduce certain reforms, I do not say un- 
wholesome or unwelcome reforms, but reforms which in some cases 
at least have to be carried out though the net profit earned by the 
markets may not permit it. It is on these grounds, Sir, 1 feel that 
the market licence fee ought to be given up altogether or in the alter- 
native should not exceed Rs. 5 as proposed by my friend Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I rise to opimse all 

these amendments. 

First of all, I shall deal with the amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose. In protesting against the proposal to impose a licence fee, 
he made use of his unlicensed tongue to the fullest possible extent and 
he traversed every possible field that one could talk about under this 
measure. He put to me several questions. The chief question is what 
is the justification of imposing a licence fee? Sir, the proprietors of 
markets very often make enormous profits out of these markets. It is 
also common knowledge that on account of maladministration gf these 
markets and also on account of malpractices very often resorted to by 
,^the proprietors of markets, abuses have grown up in the markets and 
persons who visit these markets either as sellers or as purchasers 
undergo various kinds of hardships; various kinds of exactions have 
been made from them and there is no end of inconveniences that are 
suffered by the visiting public. Now if Government has to interfere 
13 
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in order to check these malpractices and in so doing has to undergo 
expenditure, is not the Government justified in imposing a fee on these 
markets? I think those who are of opinion that there is no justi- 
fication for the imposition of a licence fee will consider this point of 
view carefully. Again, does not my friend Mr. Ghose or for the 
matter of that my friend Mr. Sen know that in municipalities and in 
the Calcutta Corporation they impose licence fees on proprietors of 
markets and the fees they realise are very often extremely high. In 
some municipalities very often they realise fees amounting to Rs. 100 
or even above that. Now if the Government want to impose a small 
licence fee, then all my friends are surprised and they protest that 
Government is creating an innovation. 

My friends’ objection also was that the fees are too high 
and why a change has been made from Rs. 5 to Rs. 50. 
I submit that the amount of Rs. 50 that has been incorpo- 
rated in this Rill is the maximum thal can possibly be realised from 
a market owner. l)o not my friends know that the proprietors of 
many of these markets are getting thousands of rupees annually from 
them and therefore on such markets to impose a fee of Rs. 50 will 
certainly not be unjustifiable? As I have already said, if a comi)arison 
is made with the fees that are realised by the Calcutta Corporaticm 
and the municipalities, 1 think there cannot be any objection to the 
imposition of a maximum fee of Rs. 50 in appropriate cases. Then, 
Sir, the Select Committee on which the various sections of the House 
were represented in their wisdom thought that Rs. 5 was a ridiculously 
small amount to be imposed as a licence fee in all cases. Therefore 
tliey thought that a maximum sum ol Rs. 50 would not be inappro- 
priate ami (lovernmt'iit have accepted that view. 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. (ihose exjiressed his (‘oiieiu’ii for some of 
the poor proprietors of markets. At that time, ])robably he did not 
care to read sub-section (5) of clause 4. It provides that if no fees 
or ch'arges are realised by a proprietor from his market then the 
Government may exempt that proprietor from the imposition of a 
licence fee altogether. Therefore, Sir, tliose who are really poor 
market-owners and those market-owners who do not make any realisa- 
tion from the visitors of their markets may be exempted by the 
Government under sub-clause (r5). So, I think no reasonable objec- 
tion ran be taken to this clause. 

My friend Mr. Biswas moved several amendments and he made an 
earnest appeal to me to accept some of his so-called innocent amend- 
ments. So far as his' amendment to reduce the licence fee to Rs. 5 
is concerned, I have already dealt with it. So far as his amendment 
No. 114 is concerned, although he has characterised it as an innocent 
amendment, I consider it to be a very dangerous amendment. It 
reads like this. I shall read out only the first few lines, — the 
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proprietor of a market who is in actual charpfe and is in direct control 
of such market either as the owner or the lessee thereof. Sir, the 
proprietor in direct (diarge either as owner or as lessee, — this altogether 
ignores the definition of “proprietor” which has already been accepted 
by this House. This militates against the definition of “proprietor” 
and the section will be meaningless if my friend’s amendment is 
accepted. On the other hand, I think no reasonable exception can be 
taken to sub-clause {()) of the Bill, as it stands. 

Sir, my friend has raised one objection that in this clause or 
anywhere else in this Bill it has not been defined who will be the 
authority to judge under what appropriate circumstances the owner 
or lessee or the person in direct (diarge of a market will be held respon- 
sible for carrying out the provisions of this Act. I would submit that 
no prescription actually is necessary because if this matter has to go 
to the court ultimately for adjudication of certain things, it will be 
the court which will judge who should be the person to be held respon- 
sible under the' circumstances of that particular case. Therefore, the 
defect which my friend sought to point out is not actually a defect. 1 
would again submit that all the amendments have to be opposed. 

The motions of Mr. Atul Krishna (Biose that in clause 4 (^), in 
lines d to o, the expn‘^^ion beginning with the words “and shall” and 
ending with the word “market” at the end be omitt(‘d, and that 
dause 4 ( 4 ) he omitted, vvi^re then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 4 {^)), lines 3-(i, 
for the cxjires.sion beginning with the words “no fees” and ending 
with the word “it” at the en<l, the words “such exemption as ap])ears 
to them to h(‘ e(iuitable” be .substituted, was then })ut and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 4 ( 4 )^ in 
line 5, foi the word “fifty” the word “five” be substituted, was then 
put and a division called. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Bisw'as that in clause 4, for sub- 
clause (6'), the following new sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(^) The proprietor of a market who is in actual charge and in 
direct control of such market either as the owuier or lessee 
thereof or on behalf of the owner or lessee shall be respon- 
sible, and where the number of such proprietor is more than 
one all such proprietors shall be jointly and severally respon- 
sible, for carrying out the provisions of this Act and the 
conditions set out in the licence for the market”, 

was then put and a division called. ^ 

(After the division bell stopped ringing.) 
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Mfi SPEAKER: There will be one division iind if you agree there 
will be two divisions recorded in the proceedings. 

Before I adjourn I might say that after this members can go for 
prayer. After the prayer interval, I will announce the division result 
and after that no visitor will be allowed to remain in the House, as 1 
understand the House wants to discuss the petrol rationing scheme. 
Tlmt will l)e discussed after the adjournment. Is there any objection? 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir. ma\ I suggest it being taken 
up to-morrow? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, do we understand that the 
House will stand adjourned after this? 

Mr. BREAKER: 1 have no objection. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir. >ur cars are all 

stopped. 

Mr. BREAKER: I think I will better aiinouiH'e the division result 
ufier the prayer interval. So members will please come back after 
the inteiwal. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned tr)r fifteen minutes.) 


(After ad jounntieni . ) 


Mr. Speaker declared the results of the division. 

The following is the result of the division of the motion of 
Mr. Surendra Natli Biswas that in clause 4 (^), in line o, for the word 
■“fifty” the word “five” be substituted: — 


AYEt-2e. 


aMI fwA, Mr. Mtf. 
iMtrJi, Mr. tatya Prijra. 

■aaa. Mr. laatatu Kumar. 

•Itwai. Mr. luraadra Natk. 
Okakrakarty, taka Naraadra Narayaa, 
Okaadkarl, Ral Haraadra Natk. 

Daa takta, Raku Kkagaadra Naik. 

Maa tupla. trilat Naraadra Natk. 
Dana Napla, Mlai Mira. 

Emdadal Nadua. Kail. 

Bkaaa. Mr. Atal Krtakaa. 

Rlaaaddla Akmad. Mr. 

Haaaa All Okawdkury, Mr. tyad. 


jBlaladdta Haakamy, Mr. Syad. 
daaak All Majwmdar, Manivi. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Obandra. 

Kuada, Mr. Niakitka Natk. 

Majamdar, Mra. Namaarava. 

Maadal, Mr. Kriabaa Praaad. 
Maalranamaa lalamakadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Paia, Mr. Narida Prtaaaaa. 

Namlauddla Abmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Obaru Obaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Maamalba Nath. 

•aa, Mr. Atai Cbaadra. 

•bamaaddia Akmad, Mr. M 



1941 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILL 


191 


NOES— 91. 


AMmI Nafli, Mr. Mirea. 

AMal Hafli, Mr. Mia. 

ANal Hakim, Maaivi (Mymtniinfk). 

ANal NamM, Mr. A. M. 

Abtfui Karim. Mr. 

AMul Majid, Mr. 8yad (Noakiiali). 

Abdul MotaUb Malik. Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abduilah-AI Mahmood. Mr. 

Abdur Raaheed. Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Raul. Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. (Howrah). 
Abdur Raul, Khan Bahadur 8hah (Ranfpur). 
Abdur Rauak. Mauivi. 

Abidur Rtia Chewdhury. Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Altab All. Mr. 

Ahmad All Enayatpurl, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Hoiain, Mr. 

AHaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Aminuliah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Amir All Mia, Mauivi Md. 

Anwarul Axim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Auiad HoMain Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Axhar Ail, Mauivi. 

Ball-Hart. Mist P. B. 

Biawaa, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Chippandala, Mr. J. W. 
piark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Ral Sahib Kirit Bhutan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Faxiui Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Pailur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faxlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymtniinih). 

Biadding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Qomas, Mr. R. A. 

Brimthi, Mr. C. 

Burung, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

Byaauddin Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 

Habibullah, tha Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur K., ol 
Dacca. 

Haddow, Mr. R. R. 

Halizuddin Choudhuri, Mauivi. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haaanuiiaman, Mauivi Md. 

Haaham Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Haaina MurahaU, Mra., M.B.E. 

Hatamaily Jamadar. Khan Sahib Mauivi. 


Havklnga, Mr. R. J. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Idria Ahmad Mia. Mauivi. 

daiaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Kaiam Ali Miria, Sahibxada Kawan dab tyad. 
Kannady. Mr. I. B. 

McBragor, Mr. B. B. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku BahaH. 

Mandal. Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal. Mr. dagat Chandra. 

Milat, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammad Ali. Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. B., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Alzal. Khan Bahadur Mauivi lyad. 
Muhammad Siddiqua. Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Muilick. tha Hon’Wa Mr. Mukunda Bakary. 
Muaharrull Hoiaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muatagawial Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Handy, tha Hon'bia Maharaja Sriachandra, of 
Ooaaimbazar. 

Naaaruliah. Nawabiada K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pottingar, Mr. B. U. 

Raikut, tha Hon'bia Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sallruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

•arkar, Babu Madhuaudan. 

Shababuddin, Mr. Khwaja, O.B.E. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Spallar, Mr. d. H. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stavani, Mr. d. W. R. 

Tamizuddin Khan, tha Hon'bia Mr. 

Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Mauivi HaJi. 

Walkar, Mr. J. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth. Mr. W. C. 

Yeuaul, Mirza. 

Yuiul Aii Choudhury, Mr. 


Tlie Ayes being ‘2fJ jind (lie Noes (lie iiioticjii was lost. 

The following is (he result of the division of the motion of 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in elau.se 4, for suli-clause (6‘), the 
following new siib-elause be substituted, namely:— 

“(6‘) The proprietor of a market who is in aetual charge and in 
direct control of such market either as the owner or lessee 
thereof or on behalf of the owner or le.s»ee shall be 
• responsible, and where the number of such proprietor is 
more than one all such proprietors shall be jointly and 
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severally responsible, for carrying out the provisions of this 
Act and the conditions set out in the licence for the market’’ : 


AYES— 26. 


Alul rul, Mr. Md. 

Siicrjl, Mr. Satya Priya. 

■aia, Mr. lantoili Kumar. 

■iiurai, Mr. lurtndra Nath. 
Ohakrabarty. Baku Narandra Narayaa. 
Ohaudburt, Rai Harandra Natb. 

Dai Ruyti. Baku Khagandra Nath. 

Dai Bupta. Irijut Naraadra Nath. 
Dutta Bupta, Mlaa Mira. 

Bmdadul Haqua, Kaxi. 

Bhoaa, Mr. Atul Krlihaa. 

Biaauddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Haaan All Okawdbury, Mr. lyad. 


daialuddia Haihamy, Mr. tyad. 
daaab All Majumdar, Mautvi. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Gbaadra. 

Kuadu. Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Majumdar, Mri. Hamapreva. 

Maadal, Mr. Krlihaa Praiad. 
Maalrunaman lilamahadi, Maulaaa Md. 
Paia, Mr. Barada Proiaaaa. 

Ramizuddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Chary Ohaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

•aa, Mr. Atul Chaadra. 
thamiuddia Ahmad, Mr. M. 


NOES- 91. 


Abdul Haffi, Mr. MIrta. 

Abdul Halil, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl (Mymaaaiagh). 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

ANul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. iyad (Naakhall). 

ANul Matalab Malik, Dr. 

ANul Wahab Khaa, Mr. 

ANulla-AI MahmaN, Mr. 

ANar RaihaN, Maulvl Md. 

ANur Rauf, Khaa BahNur Maulvl I. (Hawrah). 
ANur Rauf, Khaa Bahadur Ibah (Raagpur). 
ANur Raiiak, Maulvl. 

Abldur Raia Ghawdhury, Khaa BahNur Maulvl. 
AHN All, Mr. 

Ahmad All Baayatpuri, Khaa Bahadur Maulaaa. 
AhmN All Mridha, Maulvl. 

AhmN Haiaia, Mr. 

AHazuNIa Ahmad, Khaa BahNur Maulvl. 
Aminuliah, Khaa Sahib Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aawarul Ailm, Khaa Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Hatiain Khaa, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl. 
Aihar All, Maulvl. 

Bail-Hart, MIm P. B. 

Biiwai, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Ohippaadaia, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhuaaa. 

Edbar, Mr. Upaadraaath, 

Paiiui QuNir, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl. 

Pazlur Rahmaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Pulur Rahmaa, Mr. (Mymaaaiagh). 

BINding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Bamai, Mr. R. A. 

BrlBithi, Mr. C. 

Buruag, Mr. DamNr Slagh. 

Byaauddla AhmN Chaudbury, AIbNJ. 

HablNIIsb, IN HN'bla NawN BahNur K., af 
Daaaa. 

HadNw, Mr. R. R. 

Haixuddhi BbaNtwfl, Maulvl. 


Hamiltan, Mr. K. A. 

Haaaauizaman, Maulvl Md. 

Haaham All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Haaina MurahN, Mra. M.B.E. 

Hatamaiiy Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 
Hawklnga, Mr. R. d. 

Handry. Mr. David. 

Idria Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 

daialuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Kaiam Ail MIrza, Sahibiada Kawan Jab SyN. 
Kannady, Mr. I. fi. 

MeBragor, Mr. a. B. 

Maadal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maadal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Milai, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. B., C.I.E. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl SyN. 
Muhammad SlNIgua. Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Munich, tha Hon'bla Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 
Musharruff Hauain, tha Han'bla Navab, Khaa 
Bahadur. 

Muitagawial Hague, Mr. Syad. 

Nandy, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Sriiehaadra. of 
Caiiimbazar. 

Naaarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pottingar, Mr. 8. U. 

Raikut, tha Hon'bla Mr. Praianna Dab. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

SaSruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

SahaN-Alam, Mr. SyN. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

•arkar. Baba Madhuaudan. 

ShahNuddin. Mr. KbwaJa. C.B.E. 

Sirdar ,BaN Litta Muada. 

Spallar, Mr. d. H. 

Smith, Mr. H. BrNaat. 
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•tait, Mr. A. F. 
fttvtt, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

TaiKiniiia KHm, tfet HtR’kk Mr. 
TfftI AliMai efttiiMiary. HMivi HaJI. 
WalkMr, Mr. 4 . R. 


Walinr, Mr. W, A. M. 
WMctNai. Mr. R. R. 
WartfnrartH. Mr. W. 0. 
YMMf Mim. 

YmmI Aii OkaiiManr, Mr. 


The Ayes being 2G and the Noes 91, the motion was lost. 


Petrol Rationing. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I discussed this matter. The Hoii’ble Minister 
wants time and I feel that probably it will be better if the i>etrol 
rationing matter comes up for discussion to-morrow. At that time the 
House will be cleared of all others. The discussion will be entirely 
amongst ourselves and if aii}' conclusion is arrived at, it will not form 
part of the proceedings. 


The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, 

Mr. SPEAKER: We were dealing M'ith clause 4. There is just 
one matter which Government might consider, namely, w’hetlier sub- 
clause (6^ of this clause .should not be a separate clause b.v itself, 
because in this sub-clause a liability is mentioned not merely for this 
clause but also for all other clauses. 1 think that a suitable change 
should be made and we can make it an independent clau.se. 

The question that clause 4 stand j)art of the Bill was then pul and 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause o {2) (c), 
line G, for the w'ords “adequate space” the words “space considered 
adequate by the prescribed authority” be substituted. 

Sir, there is no explanation of the word “s})ace”. The word 
“adequate” is rather vague. So, J submit, Sir, that there should l)e 
some authority to define what is adequate. That is why, Sir, I have 
moved this amendment. 

« 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. Sir, I beg to suggest that in clause 
5 in sub-clause {2) (g), in line 4, after the word “provided” the words 
“by the Union Board” be inserted. 

Sir, sub-clau.se {2) {g) reads thus 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that this is merely laying 
dowm a condition for the licence and therefore the union board has got 
nothing to do with that? 
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Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 am coming to that, Sir. Sub- 
clause (2) (f/) reads: ‘‘Adequate arrangements for conservancy and 
drainage in the market for persons and animals attending the market 
shall be provided, having regard to the local conditions” 

Mr. SPEAKER: You want that there should be a separate section ? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the question is this: Govern- 
ment wants that the proprietors of markets should do all these things, 
whereas I want that if Government wants to get these things done, let 
them he done by the union board. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Who will pay? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: The union hoard will pay. What 
I mean to say is that the condition is being imposed upon the pro- 
prietors of markets. That is what 1 oppose. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister accused me of unlicensed tongue. 
Let me now speak with restraint and licensed tongue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope there will be some difference! (Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Now, Sir, Government wants that 
the proprietors of markets should make a<lequa1e arrangements for 
conservancy, drainage, etc. May I ask the Hon’ble Mini.ster whether 
taking advantage of these conditions j)ower will not be abused by 
people who have other reasons to be anno\ed with the proprietors? 

The Hon’ble Minister in repl\ to my previous amendment said that 
‘‘this is an abuse of power”. May J not at the same time say that b> 
imposing these conditions on the proprietor> of markets the^ are 
giving lo(q)holes and openings to the opponents of proprietors of 
markets to create various difficulties and to lodge complaints against 
them and to juit them to unnecessary difficulties? It is a known fact 
that in normal circumstances nowliere in the village there is drainage 
system whatsoever. There is nowhere in the village any arrange- 
ment for conservancy or drinking water. The Government want 
specifically these things to be done by the proprietors of markets simply 
because they happen to be proprietors not because of any other offence 
committed by them, knowing it fully well that it is impossible to make 
any arrangement for drinking water. If you go to a market in a 
village and ask for drinking water, they will direct you to the river^. 
which is the only place where people go to drink water. The Hon'ble 
Minister is not unaware of that fact. What about the question of 
drainage? Now, Sir, it is impossible to make arrangements for 
drainage in the market. The proprietor of a market cannot of his own 
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wbh make all these arrangements. There must be some space in tlie 
market to make the drainage system. But so far as my knowledge 
goes, most of the markets are fully packed up. There is hardly any 
space to extend or do anything of a constructive nature. 

Sir, in reply to one question with regard to the arrangement of 
latrine in the steamers, the Hon']>le Minister in charge of (’omniuni- 
cations and Works gave a similar repl> that the steamers liave bet»n 
constructed in such a way that it is now impossible to make separate 
arrangements for latrine for the inter-class passengers. Where there 
IS no space, tlie proprietor cannot create space, (ioverninent may make 
legislation and order these things. But who is to execute tliat orders 
How that order is to be (‘X(‘cute(l is the question, i'liere is one pro- 
vision reganling h^cal conditions and surroundings. J would like to 
draw the attention oi th(‘ ILoTble Minister to the fact that the 
opj)onents of these jiroprietors would take advantage of tiiese condi- 
tions and crejtte ditficiilties for tliem. ^Dtey might even <lrag the 
proprietors to court in litigation and would be punishing them for all 
these so-called offences which are beyond their capacity to perform and 
wdiich if I may say so, are beumd the capacit,\ of the present (lovern- 
ment to execute. When under the succeeding clauses of this Bill the 
(lovernment take uj» the administration of the market for default of a 
licence or registration, what are the,N themselves going to do*^ When 
(ioverninent take up the management, then the jirovisions will be 
altogether ditferent. The\ are at liberty to do only those things that 
will be possible within the income or the profit of the j)ro])ri<*tor. But 
if the markets are under the management of projirietors, then' is no 
limit of demamls. There is no attempt to see whether the drainage 
system, the conservancy system, is wdthin the means of the pin])rietors 
or not. There is a differential treatment when the ( lovermnmif take 
uj) the managenient. (ioverninent w'ant to do (*v(*r.\ t hing w ithin the 
sco])e of the j)rofit of a particular market wher(*as if a jiroprietor is in 
charge of that market, (ioverninent will order him to carry out all 
these things without giving an> facility oi without giving aii\ thoughi 
to the (juestion as to how far it will lx* ])ossible for him and how' far 
his circumstances will jicrmit him to <lo th(*se thing's. Thes(> are the 
suggestions which I would like to j)ut before the Hon’blo Minister for 
his consideration before we hastily pass this section. T Inqie the 
Hon'ble Minister will reconsider this matter before he come.s to some 
definite conclusion. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, will you kindly allow me 
to move the amendment wdiich is in the name of Mr. I>ebi Prosad 
Khaitan ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, not now*. I w'ould have given you permission » 
if you bad stood up at the time when the amendment waa called. 



196 » GKIVERNMENT BILL. [I^th Aug., 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I oppose the amend- 
meat No. 117 of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl because, it is, I think, altogether 
unnecessary. Those in charge of the administration of the Act will be 
able to decide whether the space is adequate or not. For that a separate 
authority need not be prescribed. 

As regards the suggestion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, I am 
surprised that of all the sub-clauses he has fallen foul of sub-clause 
{g) which makes provision for adequate conservancy and drainage 
arrangements. I thought that every one was unanimous that so far 
as the health of the community was concerned, it should deserve 
consideration not only of the Government but of all responsible people. 
In a market place where a large numl)er of people assemble, it is very 
necessary that there should be adequate conservancy and drainage 
arangements. Mr. Ghose, I think, knows that many of the diseases 
that Bengal suffers from are propagated through these market places 
and in many other respects the condition of market places is extremely 
deplorable. He should consider also this fact that under the Local 
Self-Government Act there is a provision under which the District 
Boards can compel proprietors to make adequate conservancy and drain- 
age arrangements in the markets owned by them. This is not a new 
thing which the Government is going to introduce. I am surprised 
that my friend takes exception ti) a provision of this nature, 1 need 
hardly reply to all the various extraneous things which he introduced 
in the course of his speech,' 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause ') {2) (e), line h, 
for the words “adequate space” the words “space considered adequate 
by the prescribed authority” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Morgan, are you moving your amendment 
No. 127? 

Mr, G. MORGAN: 1 am moving some other amendments and not 
this. 

Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 0 for the words, 
brackets, figure and letters “referred to in sub-section (7) in respect 
of a matter referred to in clauses [a), {h) and (r) of that sub-section” 
the words, brackets, letter and figures “under sub-section (7) and every 
recommendation made by a local body under sub-section l7a)” be 
substituted. 




It is merely a drafting amendment. 
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I also beg to move that in sub-clause (i) of clause 6, for the portion 
commencing with the words “The District Board or the Union Com- 
mittee” and ending with the words “within the local limits of their 
respective jurisdictions” the following be substituted, namely: — 

“The District Board or the Union Committee constituted under 
the Bengal Local Self-Ooverninent Act of 188o and the 
Union Board constituted under the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919. may, to the prescribed authority in 
respect of a market otlier than a fair or mcla within the 
local limits of their rcNpective juris<]ictions/’ 

I further beg to move that after sub-clause (/) of clause C the 
following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(7a) The District Board, the Union Committee or the Union 
Board so constituted in respect of a fair or mehi within the 
local limits of its jurisdiction, and the Commissioners of a 
Municipality constituted under the Bengal Municipal Act, 
19‘112, and the Corj)oration of Calcutta constituted under the 
Calcutta Municipal A(‘t, 192d, in respect of a market within 
the local limits of their respective jurisdictions, may recom- 
mend to the prescribed authority the kinds and the rates of 
the market fees and other charges which may be levied in 
such fair or mvla or in such market, as the case may be.” 

I beg to move that in paragraph {a) of sub-clause (J) of clause b, 
af tei the \v(jrd, brackets and figure “sub-section (7)“ the words, 
brackets, figure and letter “or in sub-section (/a)” be inserted. 

Sir, these are mere drafting changes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, these are merely 
drafting amendments. I am grateful t() my honourable friend that 
these will improve the draft. They are acceptable to Government. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, to me it appears that 
the introduction of Calcutta <a)rporation and Bengal Municipalities is 
ab.solutely unnecessary. Tlie Calcutta Corporation as constituted under 
tire ('alcutta Municipal Act of 192d and Ihuigal Municipalities as consti- 
tuted under the Bengal Municipal Act of 19-12 have their own rules 
approved by the Government. They can function in the way they think 
pro])er. They can issue licence ami at the same time if they think it 
necessary they can withdraw licence. They can start a mein or give 
permission to start a mein; they can <lose it if they like. They have 
^ot their .self-sufficient institutions. Therefore, the introduction of 
Calcutta Corporation and Bengal Municipalities is absolutely 
redundant.* Sir, when there is any breach of any condition of the 
licence, the ( alcutta Corporation can take action and close the market 
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accordin^r to their bye-rules framed under tiie Calcutta Municipal Act 
of li)2'4. 1 do not understand M'hat was in the mind of Government to 

introduce Calcutta Corporation and Ben^>al Municipality. 

• Sir, with regard to tlie private jnarket for which Calcutta Corpora- 
tion are empowered to is^^ue licence under specific sections of Calcutta 
Municipal Act and rules framed thereunder, they can close that 
private market at any time they like without the help of any executive 
authority, even without poiuf*- to the court of the Municipal Ma^nstrate. 

The same applies to Ben<jral Municipalities as constituted under the 
Ben^^al Municipal Act of 19'12. They have ^ot their own rules and the 
markets owned by them or jirivate markets within their jurisdiction 
can he stopped by them at any time they like. They can withhold 
licence for any instance of breach of the conditions cd’ the licence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 feel that here 
a^^ain then* is a little misumh'rstandin^' l)(‘cause the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion and the municipalities are bein.u- empowerc'd to make ceitain 
recommendations and amonj'st these recommendations is also a recom- 
mendation al)out the kinds and rates of the market fees and otlier 
char^»'es whicli may be levi(*d in such markets, (fovernmcnt proposes 
to retaliate all markets including! those within the jurisdiction of the 
(hilciitta Corporation arid also within the jurisdiction of the muni- 
(dpalities in certain respects. In respei t (»f fei's for e\amf)le, the fees 
and charges (hat are reali.sed from tin* persons visitin;^' those markets 
are jiroposed to be leg-ulated b\ (tovernmeiit . 1‘iven if a market is 
situated within a municipal area Government proposes that fees that 
are realis(*d from sellers of conimodiln*s in those markets should be 
re».iulated. Idierefore, if the fees and charf^es have to be regulated, 
it is only fair that the Calcutta Corjmration and the municipalities tiiat 
f’dve licence to tlu* projunetors of tht*se markets should be first of all 
consulted as to what should be the lee. It these bodies, namely, the 
Corporation and the municipalities were not consulted as to the fees 
which Government proposes to fix, then these bodies could have 
entertained a genuine «’rievance. 'riierefore, instead of this bein^- an 
impt'diment this ^ives the ]K)wer to these bodies to make certain 
recommendations re^ardin^' tees and as su<*h I think this is a very 
salutary provision. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that in sub-clause (2) of clause (i for 
the words, brackets, fio-tire and letters “referred to in sub-section (/) 
in res])e(‘t of a matter referred to in clau.ses p/), (h) and (c) of that subJ^ 
section” the words, brackets, letter and fi^^ures “under sub-section (1) 
and every recommendation made by a local body under sub-section 
(la)" be substituted, was then put and ap*reed to. 
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The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that in sub-clause (1) of clause 6 for 
the portion commencing with the words “The District Board or the 
Union Committee” and eudinpr with the words “within the local limits 
of their respective jurisdictions” the followinjr be substituted, 
namely : — 

“The District Board or the Union C'ommiftee constituted undgr 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of J(S8o and the 
Union Board constituted under the Benpil Yillajfe Self- 
Government Act, 1919, may, to the prescribed autliority in 
res])ect of a market other than a fair or inchi within the local 
lijuifs of their res])ective jiudsdict ions”, 

was then put and a^>-reed to. 

The motion of Mr. (j. Morgan that after sub-clause (7) of clause 0 
the following- sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(7^/) The District Board, the Union Committee or tlie Thiion 
Board so ('onstituttal in respect ot a fair or tneld within 
the local limits of its jurisdiction, and the Commissioners of 
a Municipality constituted under the Bengal Municipal Act, 
19‘i2, and the Corjioration of ( alcutta constituted under the 
Calcutta Municijial Act, 192d, in respect of a market within 
the local limits of their resjiective jurisdictions, may recom- 
mend to tile prescribed authority the kinds and the rates of 
the market fees and other charges wliich may l>e levied 
in such fair or mela or in such market, as the case may be”, 

was then jiut and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. (i. Mor^*an that in paraj^-raph (a) of sub-clause 
(.7) of clause 6 after the word brackets and figure “sub-section (7)” 
the words, brackets, tijj^ure and letter “or in sub-section (j7a)” be 
inserted, was then put and a^^reed to. 

The question that (dause 6 as amended stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

(la use 7. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 be^ to move that after 
<dause 7 (2), the followinfr new sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

'‘(2a) The Provincial Government shall fix up the fees or charj^es 
or the rates of such fees and char^^es in a uniform way all 
over tleii^ral.” 

Sir, this point was raised in discussinjn^ my previous amendment 
and now 1 would like to draw your attention to the fact that by deal- 
ing with market fees and other charges the position has become really 



200 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[l^TH AuG.^ 


a precarious one. It suggests that the proprietors will submit some rate 
of fees and some Government official, the District Magistrate or the 
Subdivisional Officer will give a hearing and he will fix up some fees 
whicli will again go up to Government for final approval. 

Mft SPEAKER: So far as this section (section 7) is concerned, 
you mean to say that whatever might be the rate which the proprietor 
of a market wants to levy in the market, the Provincial Government 
should fix up a uniform rate of fees. In other words, your intention is 
that the proprietor of a market say in Barasat or in Basirhat, should 
charge the same rate as the proprietor of a market in Jessore. Take, 
for instance, if a man in Calcutta charges Rs. 5, then according to your 
amendment, a man in Jessore should also charge Rs. 5. It is not 
Government charge, it is the proprietor’s owm charge. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Yes, Sir, but that will be approved 
by Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: JNever mind that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Taking your siatemeni, Sir, I 
say that if tlie fee for one market for (me maiind of rice in Jessore be 
fixed at one anna, and if in Khulna for tlie same (juantity of rice the 
fee be fixed at 2 annas 

Mr. SPEAKER: T think, you are doing the greatest injury to 
the proprietor liy this clause. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: No, Sir. It will l^emffit neither 
the proprietors nor the Government, but it will benefit the eonsuiner. 
Ultimately it is the consumer who will have to pay the fees. As a 
humble student of economies 1 may draw your attention to the fact 
that if the rate of fees vary in different markets, say in the district of 
Faridpur for which naturally Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin will have a 
soft corner, there are three markets. Nos. (1), (2) and (J), and if the fee 
for one maund of rice in market No. (1) is charged at one anna, in 
No. (2) six pies, and in No. (d) three pies, what will be the result!^ The 
result will be that the dealers who will go to market No. (3) will have 
to pay a market fee of three pies, whereas those who will go to market 
No. (1) will have to pay one anna. So they will not go there. They 
wull be entitled to sell that one maund of rice paying a fee of less than 
one anna. in market No. (3) while in another market tliey will have to 
pay one anna for selling the same quantity of rice. This difference of 
three pies and one anna will invariably affect both the purchaser and 
the cdnsume'r. Ultimately the consumer will have to bear the burden. It 
has got nothing to do with the proprietor. The proprietor with the 
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sanction of the District Magistrate and ultimately with the sanction of 
Government will have his usual fee which may be one anna, nine pies, 
six pies or three pies, but it is the consumer who will have to bear 
the burden, because the dealers in rice will take their added price, I 
mean the market fee from the consumers. So, Sir, I would humbly 
submit that this is a (condition not for the proprietors but for the 
consumers. The consumers will ultimately have to bear the burden 
of this tax, call it market fees, call it rates, call it taxes, whatever 
you might like to say. This difference of taxation will be borne by 
the consumers and tliose consumers in the case of rice, in the case of 
jute and in the case of some other essential materials, are the most 
ordinary public. It is they who will be affected by this differentiation 
of treatment, call it differentiation of rate, differentiation of tax, or 
anything else you may like to call it; personally I would like to call it 
differentiation of market fees. Now, in view of these facts I challenge 
the Hon 'hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan if he can contradict me from the 
economic point of view when I say that this tax will be borne by the 
consumer. If anybody in this House can show from the economic point 
of view that this tax will not be borne by the consumer, then I am ready 
to withdraw my amendment. But if it, is borne by the consumer 


Mr. SPEAKER: Centuries back, it was said tliat challenges are 
aMays very serious matters. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But here in parliamentary 
matters challenges are things of daily occurrence. On that principle 
I challenge the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan and the Government 
proper that it they can show reavsons from the economic {)oint of view, 
if they can quote any authority according to which this differentiation 
of rate will not ultimately affect the consumer, then I am ready to 
withdraw my amendment ; otherwise let them accept my amendment. 

Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 7(^), 
lines 4 and o, the words “one anna and above of” be omitted. 

Sir, I think the receipt should be granted to all the persons visiting 
the markets for selling. Persons who will not get receipts under this 
Act will^not be able to know why they are paying the charges, whether 
they are market fees or other charges. There is another reason for 
granting receipt to those persons who will pay fees amounting to less 
than one anna. The reason is that if thej' are not granted receipts, 
Hhe agents of the proprietors of the markets may charge double fees to 
those persons who pay less than one anna as market fees. So, if receipt 
is granted 'to tho.se persons who pay less thaji one anma as . market 
charge, the double collection can be avoided. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, 1 beg to^ move that in sub-clause {2) of 
clause 7 for the words “from time to time” in line 8; the words 
“subject to like conditions” be substituted. 

The Hoci*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir. as regards 
Mr. Morgan’s amendment, I am prepared to accej)t it. 

* Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose in moving his amendment has thrown out 
another challenge to Government, t am sorry to say, Sir, that the 
advice given is a very bad advice and is not ac(.*eptable to Government, 
lie wants to provide in the lK)dy of this measure that fees all over 
Bengal must be uniform. The honourable members will see that fees, 
will be fixed by Government after very elaborate investigations. Sir, 
the conditions in various parts of the province must differ and it may 
be nec’essary to fix different fees in different parts of the prbvince. 
If the Government find that it is feasible and desirable to fix a uniform 
fee, it will Iw* within the power ol the Government to do so under the 
measure as it now stands. On the other hand, it Mr. Ghose’s amend- 
ment is acttepted, then Govtu’iiment will he hound to fix a uniform fee 
all over Bengal. Without examining the conditions, without making 
proper investigations, it is tdb early to say now whether it^wdll be 
possible or whether it wdll be desirable to fix a uniform fee all over 
Bengal. 1, therefore, oppose this amendment. 

The other amendment, namely, the amendment of Mr. Puspajit 
Banna is also not acceptable. In the beginning I think it will be too 
cumbrous if small realisations under one anna have to be given receipt 
for. We should begin with receipt for amounts of one anna and above. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that in sub-clause of clause 7 
for the words “from time to time” in line 8 tlie words “subject to like 
conditions” be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose th^ after clause 7 (2), 
the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely; — 

“(^n) The Provincial Government shall fix up the fees or charges 
or the rates of such fees and charges in a uniform way all 
over Bengal”, 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Puspajit Barma that in clause 7 (^), lines 4 and 
6, the words “one anna and above of” be omitted, was then put and lost.' 

The question that clause 7 as amended stand part of the Bill 

then put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Mn AMMNURA NATH RItWAi: Sir. 1 beg to move that in 

clause 8, in proviso to sub-clause (i«), paragraph (A), be omitted. 

* 
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I also move that par|graph (j) of the proviso to clause S{la) 

be omitted*^ 

'Sir, with your permission, I shall move amendment No. ISO later 
on. 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. Move them all together and 1 shall put them 
separately. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BlfWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 8 in proviso to sub-clause ( la) in paragraph (i) for the words 
“excessive moisture” the words “the presence of moisture in excess of 
the prescribed percentage” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 8 (2) in lines 5 and G, the words 
“or such other allowance <as may be prescribed” be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I accept amendments 
Nos. 179, 180 and 181 and I oppose amendment No. 183. 

Th(f motions of Mr. Sureudra Nath Biswas — 

that in clause 8, in proviso to sub-clause (io), paragraph (h) be 
omitted ; 

that in clause 8, in proviso to sub-clause (la) in paragraph (i) for 
the words “excessive moisture” the words “the presence of 
moisture in excess of the prescribed percentage” be substi- 
tuted; and 

that paragraph (j) of the proviso to clause 8 (la) be omitted, 
were then put and agreed to. 

The iffotion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas thai in clause 8 (2)^ 
in lines 5 and 6, the^ words “or such other allowance as may be 
prescribed” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 8 as amended stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

AcIJilflinMilt 

The House was adjourned at ^5 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the JiOth August, 1941, at the A^embly House, Calcutta. 
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proceeding* of the Bengal Legiiilative Astembly aatembled 

under the provuiona of the Govenunent of India Act, 1935 . 

The AssEiini.Y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
tbe 20th August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

> 

Pmant: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 201 members 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Nursing arrangeiflent in mufassal hospitals. 

♦83. Mauivi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND; (//) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-dovernnreht 
Department be jdeased to state whether there is any nursing arrange- 
ment in mufassal hosjiitals including suhdivisional hospitals:^ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of making provisions for nursing arrange- 
ments in mufassal hospitals? 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Some arrangemeni.s for nursing 
exist iii’^ome of the mufassal hospitals. A statement showing the 
hospitals where theje are such arrangements for nursing and the 
details of tw staff employed, is laid on the Library Table. 

{b) The question of improving the nursing arrangements in mufassal 
hospitals is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Will the Hon’ble the Lady 
Parliamentary Secretary 

Mfo SPEAKER: The Parliamentary Secretary is good enough 
without any adjectives, (Laughter.) 
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Mr. SUflENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary be pleased to state whether in appointing the nurses in hospitaU^ 
as will appear from the statement laid on the Library Table, the ques- 
tion of the number of patients allotted to one nurse has been considered ? 


Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: The information is not readily 
available. 


Starred Questions Nos. 84 and 85. 

(Then, as usual, Starred Question No. 84 was called out.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, this also 
comes within that category of questions regarding which you have 
directed that they should be held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, this question should he held over. 

(Starred Question No. 8o was also held over for the very same 
reason.) 


Motor Vehicles Tax grant to KishoroganJ Munioipality. 

•86. Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: (</) Will the Hon’lde Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

(?) that the Kislioreganj Municipality received normally the Motor 
Vehicles Tax grant till the year 11137-88; 

(?i) that it received a special grunt in the year 1 939-40 ^ 

{b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why 
the normal grant has been denied to the municipality!" 

(r) Is it a fact that all the roads running over the muuicijjglity are 
inotorable and niaiutaiiied by the municipal body!" 

(d) If the answer to {r) is in the affirmative, will Hon'ble 
Minister be ideased to state whether the government contemplate to 
make a normal grant to the municipality from the current year? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Maharaja Sriiohandra Nandy, of Coitim- 
jNoar): (a) (i) No. 

(iV) No, it received a sum of Rs.lOO during 1939-40 as normal share.' 

(h) Its annual expenditure on roads does not entifle it nowual 
grant every year. 
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(c*) I Em informed thet there are some roads within thyif munici» 
pality which are not motorable. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. MON MOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the details of the information h- 
hhs received that the roads within this municipality are not motorable f 

The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimiwar: 

Sir, I have said that there are some roads which are not motorable. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state on what basis is the Motor Vehicles Tax grant distributed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

Sir, that is a complicated business. We take into consideration the 
average expenditure on roads of the local bodies and the total amount 
of tax on motor vehicles realised in the district. A ratio is mjiintaiiied 
between the two while distributing the district allotment. Only one 
condition is insisted upon, i.e., to maintain the average expenditure. 

Mf. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of particular roads which, according to his 
information, are not motorable? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aw^are that in mufassal towns, though 
strictly the roads are not motorable, buses and taxis ply through these 
roads? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

Yes, Sir, I am aware of this fact, and in order to improve matters we are 
considering if we can distribute the Motor Vehicles Tax more equitably 
to the various local iKidies under the altered conditions caused by the 
increase of motor traffic in general. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (h) that the annual expenditure on roads by the Kishoregany 
Municipality does not entitle it to a normal grant every year, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what annual expenditure on roads 
would entitle this municipality to a normal grant every year? 
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The Heii'bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Ooaaimbazar; 

Sir, we only insist on the normal averajre expenditure heinj? maintained 
by the various local bodies on roads. The figure of one municipality 
differs from that of another. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of the Hon bje 

Ministers answer that althougli roads are not raotorable, vet roads 
are used for motor service, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government will be considering the desirability of making 
annual grants to the municipality for improvement of these roads P 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

Sir, I am afraid, the fund at our disposal does not permit us to give 
more money to these small municipalities like the one mentioned in the 
question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state on what basis the funds at the disposal of 
Government for the improvement of roads are distributed and what 
principle, if any, is followed in the distribution of such funds? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever that principle may be, you can only ask 
que.stioii.s about Motor Vehicles Tax. 

*1, MAZUMDAR: On what principle is 

that distributed.-- Does the Government take into account the needs 
and requirements of various districts P 


The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ooasimbaaar: 

Thas is exactly what I tried to explain. 


Process-servers of Criminal Courts. 

*87. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: u,) With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 45 of the 3(Hh .luly, 1940, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Ttevenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether the Government have as yet come to any decision in 
the matter; and 

• (n) if so, what are their decisions P 

(h) II .^e answer to clause (a) (t ) is in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the decision of Government 
in the matter may be expected ? 
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MiNISTiR in tf m REVENUE DERARTaiEIIT (the 

Hofi^bie Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) {i) Yes. 

(?i) Appointment of leave reservists for the process-serving estal>- 
lishnients of the Revenue and Criminal Courts has since been sanctioned 
and process-servers may now get leave on average pay. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Re-excavation of Bishkhali Done in BakarganJ. 

*S8i Mr, 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: (/i) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state whether the gauge reading of the Bishkhali Done in 
the district of Bakarganj has been finished ? 

(b) If so, what is the result of that examination? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the re-excavation of the Bish- 
khali Done this year? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbozar: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Ihe gauge readings are under examiiiation with reference to 
some important tidal details. 

(c) The question of re-excavation of the channel will be considered 
after the examination of the gauge readings has been completed. 


Damage due to breaches in embankment of Gumti river (Tippera), 

Mr. MAQBUL HOMAIN; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) how many breaches of the Gumti river embankment have taken 

place in the present rainy season, 1941, in the district of 
Tippera ; 

(b) when these breaches first occurred ; 

(c) what is the approximate amount of damage caused by tho 

breaches to the surrounding area ; and 

(d) what action do the Government contemjdate taking for 

stopping the breaches? 

Th# Hon’blt Malianja 8RI8DHANDRA HANDY, of Ooosimbazar:' 

(a) Eleven breaches occurred in the non-Government portion of the 
embankment besides one in the Tripura State just on the border of tho 
Tippera district. 
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(b) Five of tliese breaches occurred on the 6th May, iS41, and the 
remainiiig ones between the 9th June, 1941, and the 18th June, 1941. 

(c) AuSf jute and probably aman crops in an area of about 100 square 
nailes have be^n damaged. No monetary estimate of actual damage 
caused is available. 

{d) As the water level in the river is rising, it has not been possible 
to close four breaches at Kahetura, Bhurbhuria and Monoharpui and 
the one near Golabari in the Tripura State. Other breaches have been 
closed. 


lift 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state if 
he is aware that after a breach occurs in a particular river, water comes 
down instead of rising up? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
what are the number of days during which the water rises after the 
breach in the river? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

It is very difficult to say. In one year it may continue to rise for one 
or two days after the breach in another year it may not rise and the 
water may decrease. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether water was above the normal surface only for three or four days 
after the Breach? 


Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Oossimbazar: 

I do not know why my friend is anxious to know the number of days 
during which the water level was high. If he wants those details, I 
must ask for notice. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: With reference to answer (d), I want to know 
whether Government made any attempt to remedy these breaches after 
the water subsided. 


Tho Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of Cottimbozar: 

Sir, I am speaking from the report which I received from the lo ’al 
officers when this question was sent to them belief e, "when ’.he 

report was written, the river was rising and the breaches were not 
repaired. It may be that water has gone down by this time and the 
breaches have been repaired. I do not know the position. 
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SHAHEDALIl Will the Hon’ble Minister take proper care in 
future 80 that the. northern bank of the river might not be subject to 
breaches every yearP 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

I am afraid, it is very difficult to give such an assurance. As a matter 
of, fact, we are now keeping watch over the entire length of the embank- 
ment to see that no breaches occur either to the northern or to the 
southern embankment. But unfortunately when breaches occur, they 
occur without notice. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether these breaches on the northern side of the river were made by 
designing people? 

The Hofi’hle Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

We have no information. 

Honorary House Eurgeons and Clinical Assistants in Campbell Medical 

8ohool. 

*90. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state the procedure of hlling up the following posts in 
the Campbell Medical School, Calcutta : — 

(1) Honorary House Surgeons; 

(2) Honorary Clinical Assistants; 

(3) Itesidential Medical Officer; and 

(4) Honorary Kegistrars? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for January, 1940, to January, 1941, — 

(i) the number of — 

(1) Honorary House Surgeons, 

(2) Honorary Clinical Assistants, 

(3) Honorary Registrars, and 

(4) Paid Clinical Assistants, 
appointed in the Campbell Medical School; 

(it) the names of the persons appointed ; 

(Hi) the length of their Honorary service, if any; 

(iv) the number of applications received for the post of Honorary 
Registrar; and 

(v) the name of the applicants with the date of their application? 
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Mrt. HASINA MUR8HEO (on bohalf of tho Hon'Mt Nawib KIWNUa 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Oaoea) : ( a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) (i) A^ statement is laid on the Table. 

(ii) A statement is laid on the Libraiy Table. 

(ill) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(iv) The number is as given below: — 

February', 1940, — 13. 

August, 1940, — 12. 

February, 1941, — 17. 

(r) A statement is laid on the Table. 


Statriueni referred to in the reply to chinse [o) of starred question No. 90. 

1. Honorary House Surgeons . — These are selected from the passed 
students of the Campbell Medical School in order of merit and 
in accordance with the Bengal Service Recruitment (Communal Ratio) 
Rules, 1940. 

2. Honorary Clinical Assi.<itauts , — These aie selected from amongst 
those who do not get the appointnuMita in (1). 

3. Hesidrnt .Uedfc(d (^tfficers . — These are selected from the Hono- 
rary House Surgeons and Physicians in order of merit and ac(’ording 
to the Bengal Service Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940. 

4. Honorary Eegistrars . — These are selected from amongst those 
who have worked for (»ne year in the Campbell Hospital in an Honorar>' 
or paid capacity. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (b) (i) of starred question No. 90. 


(1) Honorary House Surgeons and 

February, 

1940. 

August, 

1940. 

February, 

1941. 

Physicians 

12 

12 

12 

(2) Honorary Clinical Assistants . . 

47 

40 

27 

(3) Honorary Registrars 

4 

7 

6 

(4) Paid Clinical Assistants 

7 

7 

7 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (h) (Hi) of starred question 

No. 90. 

(1) Honorary House Surgeons and Physicians. — Nil. 

• (2) Honorary Clinical Assistants . — Out of 27 appointed in 1941 only 

4 had 6 months’ honorary service. Other records have been destroyed. 

(3) Honorary Eegistrars . — Honorary service more than one year or 
not less than 6 months. 
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(4) Pmd Clinical AsmtanU . — Six months* honorary service as Hono- 
rary House Surgeon and Honorary House Physician. 

IStatement referred to in reply tp clause {b) (v) of starred question 

No, 90. 

Name and date of application. 

February^ 1940. 

1. Dr. Amitava Maitra 

2. Dr. Abani Bhusan Mukherjee 

3. Dr. Braja Gobinda Saha 

4. Dr. Himanshu Mohan Das 

6. Dr. Birendra Krishna Basu 

6. Dr. M. A. Mohsin 

7. Dr. Huripada Chakravarti 

8. Dr. Krishna Ch. Mukherjee 

9. Dr. Mohammad Abdur Ilauf 

10. Dr. Narendra N. Bhattacherjec 

11. Dr. Manindra Nath Basu 

12. Dr. Dulalpada Sadhu 

13. Dr. Sureswar Ganguli 


** Not available as original 
applications have not 
been preserved. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 


10 . 


11 . 

12 . 


Name and date of application. 


August, 1940. 

Dr. M. Yusuf 

Dr. Baidyanath Sen 

Dr. Barunananda Roy 

Dr. Ashutosh Das Gupta 

Dr. Durgapada Bhattacherjee 

Dr. Abani Bhusan Mukherjee. 

Dr. Md. Idris 
Dr. Ushakanta Roy 
Dr. Salil Kumar Dutta 
Dr. Anath Bandhu^utta 
Dr. Bhupendra Npith Sarkar 
Dr. Arun Kumar Kar. 


L Not available as original 
I applications have not 
b^n preserved. 
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1 . 


2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 


February^ 1941. 

Dr. Anabil Kumar Dutta Gupta — 8tb January, 1941. 
Dr. Habibullah Khan — 11th January, 1941. 

Dr. Jyotish Chandra De — 10th January, 1941. 

Dr. Ninnalendu Biswas — 11th January, 1941. 

Dr. Dhirendra Ch. Ghosh — 13th January, 1941. 

Dr. Narayan Prosad Samanta — 14th January, 1941. 
Dr. Dhirendra Cb. Ghosh — 13th January, 1941. 

Dr. Satrusadan Mukherjee — 8th January, 1941. 

Dr. A. G. Nahi Siddique — 7th January, 1941. 

Dr. Satish Chandra Dutta — 11th January, 1941. 

Dr. Ajit Kumar Basu — 11th January, 1941. 

Dr. Xripendra Nath Mondal — 10th January, 1941. 
Dr. Ajit Kumar Das — 10th January, 1941. 

Dr. Dhirendra Nath Ghosal — 7th January, 1941. 

Dr. Harihar Goswami — 10th January, 1941. 

Dr. Brojagobinda Saha — 7th January, 1941. 

Dr. Rabindra Nath Banerjee — 6th January, 1941. 


Resolutions passed at Arial Bil Conferenoe* 

•91- Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment been drawn to the resolutions passed unanimously at the Arial 
Bil Conference held at Mailkanda in the district of Dacca on the 14th 
January, 1941, under the Presidentship of Dr. Suresh Chandra 
• Banerjee, m.l.a.P 

(6) If BO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wither he 
contemplates making any enquiry into the allegations made in the said 
resolutions P 
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The Hoii’bla Maharaja SRIMHANDRA NANDYp of Goasimhazari 

(a) The honourable member’s attention is invited to the reply given to 
clause (a) of unstarred question No. 108 on the 22nd April, 1941. 

(b) I am concerned only with resolution Nos. 1 and 9 passed by the 
Arial Bil Conference. Regarding No. 1, I would refer the honouf®^ 
able member to my reply to part (5) of the question by Dr. Banerjee. 
Resolution No. 9, which seeks to establish a connection between the 
Meghula Bazar hhal and the Gobindapur hhal through the Arial bil 
for the purpose of navigation is being referred to the Chief Engineer, 
Irrigation, for investigation. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answert were laid on the table) 

Fees from applicants for posts under the Government of Bengal. 

64. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amounts and scales of fees that applicants for each class of 

appointment under the Government of Bengal, had paid and 
were required to pay during the two years 1939 and 1940 or 
during any other readily available period ; and 

(b) whether it is a fact that the present practice of levying high 

fees from applicants for posts under various departments of 
Government is causing hardship to the unemployed young 
men and women of the Province? 


MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): {a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(h) Government do not consider that the fees levied by the Bengal 
Public Service Commission are unduly high or such as to cause hard- 
ship. 

The levy of fees in connection with the selection of candidates by 
an agency other than the Public Service Commission is rare and Govern- 
ment have under consideration the question of ensuring that such fees, 
if levied, will not cause hardship. 
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8tatemeni referred to in reply to dattee (a) of unstarred question No, 64. 

Amount of fees 

Class of appointments. Scales of realised. 



fees. 

/ ^ 

1939. 

^ 



1940. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. • 

I. Appointments by selection made by the 




Public Service Commission 

5 

8,530 

4,190 

II. Appointments by competitive exa- 




mination conducted by the Public 




Service Commission — 




(1) Bengal Civil Service— 




(a) Application fee 

5 ' 



(b) Examination fee 

50 



(2) Clerkship Examination . . 

10 



(3) Stenographers’ Examination 

10 

" 23,835 

21,670 

(4) Typists’ Examination 

5 



(5) Bengal Government Press Apprentice- 




ship Examination 

5 ^ 



III. Appointments in the Co-operative 




Department — 




(a) Posts with initial pay of Rs. 100 or 




less 

5 


5,260 

(6) Posts with initial pay of above 




Rs. 100 . . 

10 

5,360 

7,370 

Total . . 


37,725 

38,490 



V ^ 

j 


Grand Total . . . . 76,215 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why they are char^iug^ the examinees of the 
Bengal Civil Service with a fee much more than is usually charged for 
the B.A. Examination? For the Beng’al Civil Service Examination 
they are charging Rs. 50 whereas the fee for the B.A. examination is 
Rs. 45. 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs Presumably the Public 
Service Commission is of opinion that a candidate for Bengal Civil 
Service Examination is sitting for an examination more important to 
him than the B.A. Examination. 

* Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is because of any cost incurred by the Com- 
mission that this amount is being charged or it is for some other 
reason ? 
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Th# Hon’blf Mfi H. $■ SUHRAWAROYs Fees are charged at the 

•discretion of the Commission. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the money obtained by way of fees is disbursed? 

. The Hon'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Public Service CoiT^ 
mission has also got to incur certain expenditure for the examination 
of these candidates. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (/>), second paragraph, viz., Government have under considera- 
tion the question of ensuring that such fees, if levied, will not cause 
hardship, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
;aclieme whereby this will be ensured? , 

Thd Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. By putting a nominal 
levy to cover expenditure. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR4 Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government is also contemplating 
the advisability of refunding the fees to the unsuccessful candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how are these fees amounting in this case 
to a grand total of Ils, 76,215 levied from these unemployed candidates 
mostly to be utilised and whether Gofeninieiit is CDiisidering the desir- 
ability of utilising this money for tackling the problem of unemploy- 
ment? 

MifSPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The former part does 
.arise, Sir. Let that part be answered, namely, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how this total sum of Rs. 76,215 levied out 
of the applicants will be utilised by Government ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a matter for the Public Service Commis- 
sion and as such the Hon’ble Minister must get information from them. 

f 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: These funds are collected 

the instance of the Public Service Commission towards their 
.expenses. 
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ATUL KRISHNA GHOSEs Will the Hon’ble Kinister be 
pleased to state how much out of tlie total amount of Rs. 76,215 goes 
by way of cost and how much remains by way of profit? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It cannot possibly be answered unless he gets 
4ormation. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, Rs. 76,215 have been levied 
from the unemployed candidates. I want to know how much goes by 
way of cost and how much is left by way of pw>fitP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No question of profit and 

loss arises. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Finance Department receive 
any statement of accounts of the fund at the hands of the Public Service 
Commission ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: We have been just 
informed that the funds are at the hands of the Public Service Commis- 
sion ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no reason why this supplementary question 
will arise. ' 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If the ITon’ble Minister 
will be pleased to answer that 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can he answer? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Arising out of this; 
technically this question may be ruled out rightly as you have done, but 
actually this is a very relevant question although technically it requires 
notice. The Hon’ble Minister might be pleased to ac^cept short notice 
and answer this question either to-morrow or day after. Sometimes 
he volunteers to make statements and go beyond what he is actually 
{isked. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact he l^as volunteered to answer 
more than one question. 
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School hours In high t^iools fhr boys and girls. 

S5. Dr. NALftlAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department le pleased to state — 

(а) the average number of periods and hours that the boys 

girls respectively, preparing for th^ Matriculation Examina- 
tion of the Calcutta University, have to attend at schools of 
different types, namely, Government schools, aided schools ^ 
and unaided private schools — 

(i) daily, and 

(ii) over the whole week; 

(б) the average number of periods that are taken up during a week 

for extra-academic work ; 

(c) whether Government are aware that in many high schools in 

the mufassal as well as in Calcutta, boys and girls are 
detained till about 4-45 p.m. in the evening; 

- jii 

(d) whether Government are aware that in certain cases girl stu- 

dents, who use school buses for conveyance, have to leave 
home as early as 8-30 a.m. and cannot return home before 
5 p.m. and even later; and 

(e) whether Government are considering the desirability of investi- 

gating into the question as to how far the present arrange- 
ment for school hours and prolonged detention are affecting 
• tl^e health of the boys and girls? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) (/) The average number of periods 
daily is 6 to 7 covering from 5 to 5A hours. 

(u) The average number of periods weekly is 38 to 40 covering from 
28 to 30 hours. 

(6) Seven periods. 

(c) Yes, in some schools where the supply of midday tiffin is in 
vogue, students are detained till about 4-45 p.m. in order to enable 
them to participate in organised games and other physical activities 
under proper supervision after school hours. 

(d) Yes, in a few cases a girl student who uses the school bus for 
conveyance, has to leave home as early as 8-30 a.m. ; and she cannot 
reach home before 5 p.m. and later as the resources of the school do not 
permit the authorities to arrange for more buses. 
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(e) A Sub-Committee of the Sanitary Board under the Local Govern- 
ment has recently been formed to investigate and report as to the suit- 
ability or otherwise of the time of work followed at present in the various 
institutions of the Province. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer (d) the Hon'ble the Chief 
Jiinister admits that in a few oases « girl student who uses the schocrl 
bus for conveyance, has to leave home as early as 8-30 a.m. ; and she 
cannot reach home before 5 p.m. and later as the resources of the 
school do not permit the authorities to arrange for more buses. Will 
the Gk)verninent consider the desira])ility of making special grants to 
these schools so that they may arrange for more buses 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have been 
making advances and grants to sch<K>ls for purchase of buses, but 
owing to war conditions and economic conditions prevailing, we liave 
not been able to help the institutions very much, but it was our 
practice to fielp the institutions ^ith grants for purchase of buses. 


Abolition of piece system in the Bengal Government Press in favour 
of salary system. 

66. Mr. P. BANERJI: {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Finance Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

{i) that all the piece employees of the Bengal Government Press 
applied to the Government in 1937 for the alndition of the 
piece system in favour of salary system; and 

(u) that at a conference between Mr. N. B. Sarker, the then 
Finance Minister to the Government of Bengal, and the IVe- 
siderit of the Press Emplovees’ Association it was decided 
that the piece system would l>e alxilished in favour of salary 
system 't 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken in the 
matter ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) h) Yes. 

(u) As a result of the conference referred to by the honourable 
meml>er, the Superintendent, Government Printing, was instructed to 
work out for the consideration of Government, a scheme for the intro- 
duction of time-scale salaries in place of the piece system. 

(h) Tbfe proposals of the Superintendent, Government Printing, are 
under examination. 

15 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government contemplate to 
take in relation to the memorial which the employees of the Govern- 
ment Press submitted in 1937 ? 

The Hofi’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The answer is there. 
The Superintendent, Government Printing, was instructed to work ouT* 
for the consideration of Government a scheme for the introduction of 
time-sfiale salaries in place of the piece system. He has worked out 
certain proposals which are under examination. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how long has the scheme worked out by 

the Superintendent, Government Printing Press, been under the 
examination of Government? 

Th« HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That 1 cannot say. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the scheme worked out by the 
Superintendent of Government Printing Press for the purpose of 
abolishing piece system of work in the Government Press will be made 
available for meml>ers of this House? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: No, Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he ple^ised to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of discussing with the representatives of the Government Press 
employees this scheme before Government comes to a final opinion 
about the method to be introduced? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Not at this stage. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Government 
contemplating to do at a later stage then? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If Government think it 
necessary they will do so. If they think it unnecessary to consult the 
employees they will not do so. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the employees of the Government 
Press will be given an opportunity to place their opinion before Govern- 
ment before any action is taken by Government on the scheme recom- 
mended by the Superintendent? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYs I am unable to say that 
until Government comes to some sort of a definite finding on thei 
ppo|>osals submitted to Government. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
^nister be pleased to state whether Government oontempktes to take 
up the matter for concluding its examination of the Superintendent’s 
scheme by the end of this session? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, there is very 
little chance of such a happy ending. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the difficulties now facing the 
Government which account for the delay in concluding the examination 
of the scheme in a short time? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It arises in this way. 
Sir, supplementary (iuestioiis would l>e certjiinly on points arising out 
of the answers. Ai)art from the answers recorded in the (juestion |>iiper, 
supplementary answers are given by the Minister and supplementary 
questions, I hope, you will agree, can arise out of the supplementary 
answers given. May 1 ask your ruling on tliis [M>int for our guidance? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think 1 have 
given any reply beyond wliat is contained in the written answer' in 
spite of several questions asked by the honounable memlier. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is a masterly 
evasion for which the Hon’ble Minister deserves congratuhitions. 


Irrigation works of Hungar khal at 8atkania polite-station and af 
certain channels in Patiya police-station, Chittagong. 

« 67. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irri- 
gation) Dfepartment he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Chief Engineer has prepareil an estimate for the irrigation works of the 



QUESTIONS. 


[20th Aug., 


m 

Hungar khal in police-station Satkania and of the Barguine, Domkhali, 
Gamloota, Keranza and other channels in police-station Patiya in the 
district of Chittagong? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state when the irrigation works of these channels 
will be taken up? ^ 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja SRIftCHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaknbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(h) Certain outstanding points such as the responsibility for future' 
maintenance in respect of all these projects and the levy of local con- 
tribution in rps|>ect of all schemes other than the Hungar kJial still 
remain to be settled and it is not yet possible to say when a settlement 
would be reached and the projects taken up. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Training oentres for nurses. 

eg. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNG: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number and names of (1) Government and (2) 
Government-aided training centres for the nurses; and 

(it) the number of girls that are being trained in each of those 
centres annually ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a growing demand 
amongst the girls for such training? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of starting more centres in suitable places 
for the training of nurses? 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur of Dacca): The information is furnished in 

the statement laid on the Table. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) It is hoped to start the new training school for nurses in the 
Campbell Medital School in September, 1941. and in the Victoria 
Hospital, Darjeeling, shortly. 
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StaiemerU referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No, 6S, 

Number of 
girls under 
training. 


127 

86 

20 

29 

262 


Number of 
girls under 
training. 

(2) Institutions aided by Oovernment for training of 
nurses. 

Arthington Hospital, Chandraghona, Chittagong HUl 

Tracts . . . . . . . . 10 

Victoria Hospital, Darjeeling* .. .. 12 

*Thi8 training centre to be started shortly. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Porliamentary 
lecr€t.arv be pleased to state whether the Government Lave considered 
he desirability of opening such training centres at every sadar and 
ubdivisional hospitals so that the nurses trained there might be useful 
0 the sadar and the subdivisional hospitals!^ 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: This question has engaged and is still 
engaging Government attention and they hope to arrive at a satis- 
factory decision. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: AVill the Lady Secretary 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order, you should say Parliamentary 
Secretary. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
Jbe pleased to state whether the Government consider the desirability 
of opening a centre for examination of ail nurses working in all the 
hospitals in Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a separate question altogether. 


Name of institution. 

(1) Institutions under Oovernment, 

Medical College group of Hospitals 
Presidency General Hospital 
Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital 
Mjtford Hospital, Dacca 


Name of institution. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The point is this: I want to 
know whether Government is aware that there is a crying demand 

Mr. SPEAKER: And therefore there must be a written examina- 
tion in 4 papers ! The question does not arise. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In other hospitals there are many 
nurses working. If there is a system of examination they may be 
qualified. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mazumdar may then ask what will be the 
nature of the examination. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My point is if there be a system 
of examimition for all the nurses being examined in other hospitals 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry that (piestion does not arise. 

Questions over. 

Privilege of attendance of convicted members. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: There is a very grave 
matter to which I want to refer. I seek your guidance as to whether 
under your prerogative or under the rules there is any means of making 
a reference to the wivage sentence passed upon an honourable member 
of this House who is also an ex-Miuister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I ask your guidance 
whether under the rules or under vour prerogative this matter cannot 
be referred to? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th is is not in order. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I say a few words on a 
point of privilege y 

Mr, SPEAKER: Y es, after the Hon’ble Chief Minister has moved 
his motion. 


Bengal Supervision of Orphanage and Widows’ Home Billi 1S40. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to submit th^ 
ad iritchm report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Supervision 
of Orphanage and Widows’ Home Bill, 1940, sponsored by Begum 
Farhut Bano Khanam, and to recpiest that the time for submission of 
the final report may be extended till the 31st August, 1941. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Extension of time has been asked for until 
August. Is it the pleasure of the House to accede to this request ? I 
feel that the time may be extended to the 30th November so that the 
report may come up in December. 

(The extension of time was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Pure Food Biilp 1940. 

Mr, SPEAKER: In the case of the Pure Food Bill also I think 
tile House will be pleased to extend the time up to 30th November, 
1941. 

(The extension of time was agreed to.) 


M^age. 

The Secretary then read the following message received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council : — 

“That the Bengal Legishitive Council at its meeting held on the 
18th August, 1941, agreed to the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 
Bill, 1941, without any amendments.” 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Bisw^as, what is the point of privilege about P 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: It is alxmt enabling members 
of this House who are convicted and put into jirison to attend the 
Assembly meeting. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am s<^)rry you must give me notice of it. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I may remind you, Sir, of 
some facts, I and others gave notice of motions and these motions 
were referred to the Privilege Committee and the Privilege Committee 
made a recommendation. You remember, Sir, that soon after the 
recommendation was made, the IToii’ble Deputy Spesiker 

Mr, SPEAKER: The w’bole jmsitiou as regards the Bill is this. 
^Government are prepared to introduce the Bill and refer it to the Select 
Committee at any time the House likes. In a Bill of this character 
all sections of the House should participate. Unfortunately, 1 could 
not succeed in persuading certain sections to take part. Any moment 
I am informed that all sections are prepared to take part in it, the Bill 
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can be proceeded with. I consider that the question of privilege should 
be wholly out of the political controversy. It is e matter in which all 
sections should participate. Any time I am informed that you are 
agreed, I shall ask the Government to refer the measure to a Select 
Committee. In case all sections are not agreed, I have no other 
alternative but to wait. • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Suppose members representing 
all the parties join, is there any probability of this Bill coming this 
session ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; No, at any rate it will be much earlier than other- 
wise. At least you will have the Bill ready before next session and we 
can take it up early next session. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: We were assured that the 
Bill would come up early this session. 

Mr. SPEAKERS What can I do? I have already explained to you 
the diflSculty. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I enquire who will enjoy 
these privileges? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know myself. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYA L: Since you have been good 
enough to refer to certain attempts that were made by yourself, so that 
all sections could take part in the Bill, I may also say that you 
remember that we on this side of the House tried to approach the 
matter in a non-party point of view. Our only demand was that the 
Deputy Speaker’s Bill be sent to the Select Committee so that the 
existing Bill might be extended and enlarged and be studied not merely 
as a privilege of non-members but also as a privilege of the members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I feel is this. I consider that both sides 
should give and take a little in this matter. I find that Government 
is prepared to discuss every matter in the Deputy Speaker’s Bill in 
connection with Government Bill. I think so far as the members are 
concerned, they ought to be satisfied with that. ' 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That has not been agreed 
to by the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am informed by Mr. Shahabuddin that it would 
be open to any member of the House who would be in the Select Com- 
mittee to brinj? forward every section of the Deputy Speaker’s Bill 
before the Select Committee for discussion. 

^ Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I remind you, Sir, of 
your own question as to whether Government had any objection to atiy 
particular amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would su^r^rest to you to make that request to 
Government Whips. If you (‘an arranjre a meeting: with the Govern- 
ment Whips, that matter can very well be decided there. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In that vital matter, Sir. as 
you have sujr^^ested, we are always prepared “to j^ive and take”, but 
Government neither gave nor took. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Government always took but 
never gave ! 


Petrol-rationing. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I have your 
permission to raise tlie question of petrol-rationing now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I propose to take up the petrol -rationing question 
as soon as the Markets Regulation Bill is finished. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: But if the Markets Regu- 
lation Bill is not finislied to-day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case it will be finished to-day, and I hope 
it will not take more than an hour. Then I shall take up the petrol- 
rationing question. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941. 

(The Hou.se then resumed di.scus.sion on the Bengal Markets 
Regulation Bill, 1941.) 

Clauses 10 and 11. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10(7), in line 3, after the word “produce”, the words “and, in 
the case of hides and skins, standard specifications of size” be inserted. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Your amendment No. 185 is not in order. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: But similar provisions liave 
been made in section 8. So far as trade allowance is concerned, you 
will find there that trade allowance shall not be realised either in a 
n^arket or any other place. So, Sir, I submit that the benefit of 
standard grades and standard definitions of quality should be extended 
to transactions with regard to commodities of which there shall be such 
grades and definitions of quality whether those transactions are made 
in a market or “any other plac^e”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But here the scope of the Bill is with regard to 
markets only and not “any other place” : therefore, you cannot bring in 
outsiders. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right. Sir. 

I lieg also to move that in clause 10(/), in line 0, after the word 
“quality” at the end, the words “and standard specifications of size” 
be added. 

I beg further to move tkit in clause 10(;?), in line 4, after the word 
'“quality”, the words “and standard specifications of size” be inserted. 

Sir, if my amendment is accepted, clause 10 will read thus: — 

“That the Provincial (lovernineiit may, by rules, prescribe the 
standard grades and standard definitions of quality of any agricultural 
produce and, in the case of hides and skins, standard specifications of 
size”, etc. At the end of the clause also, similar changes will have 
to be made. Sir, the object of my amendments is to protect the 
indigenous tanning industry of this provinc’e. T believe the Hon’ble 
Minister himself is aware that the Indian tanning industry is not being 
able to stand competition with the (diinese tanning industry in ('alcutta, 
and that is due to want of specification of size according to which hides 
and skins ought to be sold in tlie market. To that point, 1 under- 
stand, the attention of the Hon’ble Minister and of the Director of 
Industries has already been drawn. I liope the Hon’ble Minister will 
aeriously consider the merit of this amendment and accept it. Sir, 
if Government wants really to im])rove and develop the tanning industry 
of our province, then this is the time, when Government is going to 
regulate the marketing of many articles including hides and skins, to 
give all possible protection to the indigenous tanning industry as 
against the Chinese tanning industry in this province. If my amend- 
ment is not accepted, the competition will go on as usual, and the 
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banning industry run by the Bengalees and other Indians will not be 
able to stand any longer in competition with the Chinese tanning 
industry. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 

of the House. 

■» 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I have to oppose 
these amendments, because in my opinion these amendments are 
unnecessary. My friend suggests that in the case of hi<les and skins 
the standard specifications of size should also be fixed. I submit that 
that is unnecessary because in fixing the standard grades tlie question 
of size will automatically come in with regard to hides and skins. 

The motions of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, viz . — 

'‘that in clause 10(7), in line d, after the word ‘produce’, the words 
‘and, in the case of hides and skins, standard s])ecifications 
of size’ be inserted”, 

“that in clause 10(7), in line 0, after the word ‘quality’ at the 
end, the words ‘and standard s])ecifications of size’ be 
added’', and 

“that in clause 10(.l^), in line 4, after the word ‘quality’ the words 
‘and standard sj>ecifications of size’ be inserted”, 

were then put and lost. 

The (piestion that clauses 10 and 11 stand part of the Bill, W'as then 
put and agreed to. 


(Iduses 11 A and HB. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, T beg to move that in 
sub-clause (/) ot clause llA, in line 1, before the word “after” at the 
beginning, the following ex])ression be inserted, namely: 

“The l^rovincial (jovernment ma^ , by notification in the Official 
(jazette and in such other manner as may be prescribed, declare that 
the standard weights specified in the Standards of Weight Act, 1909, 
shall be used for weighing any agricultural produce and”. 


Mr, SPEAKER: I find that amendment I\T). 190 is out of order, 
and amendment Xo. 1S9 <'annot be taken up as the recommendation 
* has not j^et come. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: As far as I know, Sir, Xo. 190 
is going to be accepted by the Hon’ble Minister. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: In case of an agreement arrived at between both 
sides, I do not want to stand in the way on a technical ground. 

Mr. 8UREHDRA NATH BISWAS: Thank you, Sir. 

I beg to move that in clause llA, sub-clause ( 2 ), in line 2, after 
the word “market”, the words “or at any other place” be inserted. • 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With regard to amendment 
No. 189, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us an idea as to 
the probable cost of a set of standard weights specified in the 
Standards of Weight Act, 1939? 

The Hon’bfe Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot say. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Now, Sir, my position is rather 
clear. If Government wants the proprietors to maintain standard 
weights, why should not the Government bear the cost for them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the standard weight means only the*’^'*' 
“seer” the cost of which will not be much. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Scale is standard weight. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not scale but weight. Scale is the part and 
parcel of weight. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I do not think, Sir, that it will 
cost about Hs. 101). 

Mr, SPEAKER: Standard weight does not mean scale. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; Then, Sir, 1 do not want to dis- 
turb the House. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Hiswas that in clause 11 A, sub- 
clause ( 2 ) in line 2, after the word “market” the words “or at any othei 
place” be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 11 A, in line 1, before the word “after” at the beginning the 
following expression be inserted, namely: — 

“The Provincial Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette and in such other manner as may be prescribed, 
declare that the standard weights specified in the Standards * 
of Weight Act, 1939, shall be used for weighing any agri- 
cultural produce and”, 

was then put and lost. 
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The question that clause IIA, as amended, and clause IIB stand 
part of the Bill was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 12. 

• The question that clause 12 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 13. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
13(a), lines 3-5, for the words “together with a sum not exceeding 50 
per cent, of the cost by way of penalty, as if it were a public demand” 
the words “by attaching the fees of the market payable to the proprietor” 
be substituted. 

Sir, without. changing any words of licence 

Mr. SPEAKER. How cun the fees be attached 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, the income can be attached. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It cannot be attached by Government but by 
Court. Government will have to go out every time to take orders 
of the Court. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: If I am a creditor and anothei 
person is a debtor, then it can be attached. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But civil right is much stronger than that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
olause 14 where you will find that when the burden comes on the 
Government they will give a very good prormsal and a very moderate 
proposal!^ And the proposal reads like this. 1 am (pioting only from 
the seventh line of clause 14. If the licence is md renewed or cancell- 
ed and when the burden of admiiUNt ration of market comes on the 
Government, what t^tII Government do? Government say there : “The 
ex]>enses of management and maintenance of the market during the 
j)eriod of suspension shall be met from the income derived from the 
market”. Here Government is very cautious, because the administra- 
tion has now fallen on them. The resj»onsibility is theirs, whereas you 
will notice, Sir, that when the administration is in the hands of the 
proprietor of the market, they want to “cause such action to be taken 
a.s will give effect to the order and then recover from the proprietor 
the cost thereof”. That is item Xo. 1. Then comes item Xo. 2: 
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‘^together with a sum not exceeding 50 per cent, of the cost by way 
of penalty”. Then, Sir, the third difficulty with which the proprietor 
is faced “it will be recovered as if it were a public demand”. Apart 
from the assets of the market, the Government can re(‘over that amount 
by attaching some other personal properties of the proprietor. Here 
lies the crux; here lies our strongest objection. There being so many 
absentee proprietors of«a market, there may be some mismanagement 
and because of that mismanagement Government may take some penal 
measures and the absentee proprietors of the market may not know 
anything about the state of affairs there and this will give facilities 
to the local people. You know, Sir, how process-servers act in the 
villages. They can very well show some property to be in the posses- 
sion of the absentee proprietor and ultimately the absentee proprietor 
will be the loser. If the intention of Government is just to recover the 
expenses, if the intention is just to manage the affairs and if Govern- 
ment is of opinion that when the burden of the administration and 
management has come upon them they can very well manage it with 
the income of the market, then, Sir. I do not find what justification 
or what reason there might have been to apply this penal clause and, 
at the same time, to treat it as if it were a public demand. When 
Government could arrange everything by attaching the income of the 
market, I do not think that there is any justification whatsoever to 
treat it as if it were a public demand whereby the absentee owner of the 
market who may probably know nothing of the state of affairs in that 
locality will be punished and will })e put to great difficulty and hard- 
ship. 1 w’ould draw' the attention of the Hon’lde Minister to this fact 
and request him to think over the situation and to amend it in what- 
ever way he likes just to give relief to the absentee owner of the 
market. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the proposal of my 
honourable friend that recovery should be made by attaching the fees 
of the market payable to the proprietor does not commend itself to 
Government. I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that in clause ld(< 7 ), lines 
d-5, for the words “together with a sum not exceeding 50 per cent, of 
the cost by w'ay of penalty, as if it were a public demand” the words 
“by attaching the fees of the market payable to the proprietor” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 13 stand part of the Bill was then i)ut and 
agreed to. 


Clattses 14 y 15 and 16. 

The question that clauses 14, 15 and 16 stand part of the Bill was‘ 
then put and agreed to. 
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Mr. SURENORA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, if mj amendment is 
c^ried, the question of Mr. Biswas’s amendment will not arise. I 
have asked for the deletion of the entire clausoi. Possibly, the House 
may accept that, because the clause is absolutely unnecessary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; You cannot move it now. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that for 
- clause 17, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“17. (I) The Provincial Government may establish one or moro 

markets in such place or places as it thinks fit. 

(2) The Provincial Government may acquire by purchase or other- 

wise or take on lease any existing market or a building or 
block of buildings with or without enclosures to be used 
as a market and a market or building so acquired or taken 
on lease shall be regarded for the purposes of this Act as a 
market established by the Provincial Government under sub- 
section (/). 

(3) The Provincial Government may by notification in the Official 

Gazette declare any market established by it as a regulated 
market : 

Provided that such notification shall define the limits of the- 
regulated market and may for the purposes of this Act 
include wdtliin such limiis such local area as the Provincial 
Government may think fit. 

(4) The Provincial Government may by notification in the Official 

Gazette and in such other manner as may be prescribed 
provide that no agricultural produce as may be specified in 
the notification shall be purchased and sold in any place 
within the limits of a regulated market except that market 
and that all transactions made in respect of such agricultural 
produce shall be subject to such rules as may be prescribed. 

(J) The market or markets established by the Provincial Govern- 
ment under sub-sections (/) and (2) shall lie managed and 
maintained by a Marketing Board to be constituted by the 
Provincial Government in such manner and subject to such 
rules as may be prescribed and with such powers conferred 
and such duties imposed upon the Marketing Board as the 
Provincial Government thinks fit. 
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( 6 ) The Provincial Government may either generally or specifically 

for any market or group of markets established by it make 
rules consistent with this Act for the management, main- 
tenance and regulation of such market or markets, as the 
case may be, under this Act. 

(7) Subject to the rules made by the Provincial Government un<}er 

sub-section (f?), the Marketing Board may, in respect of the 
market or markets under its management make bye-laws 
for — 

{l) the regulation of the transaction in any agricultural 
produce ; 

(u) the condition of trading; 

(lii) appointment and punishment of its officers and servants; 
and 

iiv) the delegation of powers, duties and functions of the 
sub-committees which may be ap])ointed by the 
Marketing Board wlien empowered to do so by tlie 
IVovincial Government under sub-section (d); - 

and may provide that contravention thereof shall be punish- 
able by a competent Magistrate with a fine which may extend 
to one hundred rupees : 

Provided that all bye-law’s made under this sub-section shall be 
8ubje(‘t to the condition of previous publication in the Official 
Gazette and in such other manner as may be i)res('ribed and 
that no bye-law shall take effect until it has been confirmed 
by the Provinidal Government.” 

Sir, I want to empower the Government to establisli regulated 
markets all ov<‘r the provinc(‘. The object in my view is to regulate 
the marketing of jute. Unless the provisions as suggested in my 
amendment are not made in this Bill, I am afraid that (jovernment 
will not be able to establish properly regulated markets all over the 
])rovince, so that marktding of jute may be regulated in the niufassal. 

Sir, in the ]>revious Bill, 1 mean the Agricultural Produce Market 
Bill there wert* j)rovisions to the effecT that Government might take 
on lease or ac(juirc the (‘xisting jute podowns in this j)rovince and set 
up regulated markets there or at any ]dace where Government desired 
to establish any such markets, but those provisions are not to be found 
in this Bill. In this Bill there is only one provision that Government 
may establish, manage and maintain one or more markets at such 
places as it thinks fit. 

Mr. SPfiAKER; Under section 17 Government can establish a 
market anywhere. 
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Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: But for the purpose of estuli- 
lishing a market 

Mr. SPEAKER: They can do everything — whatever is necessary 
with the assistance of the Advisory Board. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: The procedure is not laid 
down. 

You will find under sub-clause (2) of clause 17 

Mr. SPEAKER: Also see sub-clause (2) (.r/7) of clause 19. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: T nder sub-clause (2) of 
clause 17, each market established under sub-section (1) shall be 
managed and maintained in such manner as may be prescribed. The 
rules will be prescribed with regard to the management and mainten- 
ance and not for establishment. How the markets will be established, 
jwdiether Government will have their own markets or will ac(jiiire land 
and build markets thereon or take on lease existing godowns, what 
they will do if they want to establish a market, for these I think 
Governujeiit refjuire specific power. By my amendment, 1 give that 
power to Government. Besides that, there are other matters, there 
are other details for the management of tlie regulated markets w'hich 
I have laid down in my amendment. I have taken the clue from the 
Cotton Markets Act of the Central Provim^es and I have taken many 
clauses out of that Act, to which the Finlow Committee referred when 
they prepared and submitted their report. 1 have also provided 

Mr. SPEAKER: So many of your amendments have been accepted 
by Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: This amendment also should 
be accepted. By this amendment I have also provided that the 
statutory body which shall (‘ontrol such markets should have power 
to make bye-laws. X^nle.ss my amendment is accepted, under clause 
17 such body shall have no ])ouer to make any bye-laws which shall 
be necessary for punishing a person who will contravene the provi- 
sions in respect of Government market.s. In my amendment I have 
provided in paragraph (4) that Government may by notification in the 
Official Gazette and in .such other manner as may be prescribed provide 
Jhat no agricultural produce which may be specified in the notification 
shall be purchased and sold in any place witlnn the limits of a regulated 
market exbept in that market and that all transactions made in respect 
of such agricultural produce- shall be subject to such rules a.s may be 
prescribed. Contravention of these rules should be penalised. For 
16 
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that purpose Government should have specific powers to make hy e-laws. 
That is the reason why this amendment containing all the provisiona 
in detail should be accepted, so that the Government may be fully 
empowered to regulate their markets all over the province. If the 
real intention of Government is to benefit the jute-growers who are 
suffering from want of holding power, then the Government should 
in all earnestness establish regulated markets all over the province 
and arrange for warehouses where jute-growers may stock their jute 
and get advances against such stock. And for that purpose Govern- 
ment should be armed with all necessary powers. I expected Govern- 
ment themselves to make such provisions in this Bill. But Govern- 
ment have not done that. The other day the Finance Minister assured 
us that he would make necessary provisions for increasing the holding 
power of the jute-growers. For that purpose, regulated markets must 
be there with warehouses, so that the jute-grower may stock his jute 
there and get advances ! If he can do that, the holding power of the 
grower will be increased and real benefit will be done to him. For 
that purpose I want a specific and clear provision. For this I have 
been fighting all these four years. I may remind you, Sir, that wheif” 
you were a member of the Finlow Committee, you also fought for 
the jute-growers and fought for raising their holding power. As a 
member of the Bengal Jute Enquiry and also here in this Assembly 
I have been fighting all these four years for the jute-growers. 1 have 
requested Government, have appealed to them and have put pressure 
on my friends on the opposite side to put pressure in their turn upon 
Government to improve the lot of the jute-growers, but in vain. I 
hope that the 17 members of the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee 
who belong to the Coalition Party 

Mfi SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas; there is a more important matter. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: This is also an important 
matter. 1 have not read your book entitled “The man behind the 
Plough” but I presume that you put forward the problem of the 
peasantry before every other problem in this country. The problem 
of jute which is nothing but the problem of the jute-grower is the 
problem of Bengal. Unless jute can fetch the best and maximum 
possible price, you cannot raise the economic conditions of the country 
and for that purpose the Government should be empowered with all 
kinds of powers to establish regulated markets and to do all other 
things necessary for the jute-grower to increase his holding power. 
For that purpose, I have moved this amendment. I know that the 
iize of the amendment has frightened the Hon’ble Minister: other- 
wise why should he refrain from accepting my amendment? There 
is nothing wrong, there is nothing objectionable, in this amendment. 
If he wants to establish a regulated market, he will find many 
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difficulties in the way and he will have to come to the Assembly for 
amending this Bill in order to make provisions which I have made 
in my amendment. This is not my own. I have copied some of the 
most important provisions of the Central Provinces Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the second time you are repeating that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: What can I do, Sir^ I 
expected that of all persons you would help me in forwarding the 
cause of jute-growers. AVhether the Treasury Benches or the Coalition 
Party members feel with me or not or w’hether the)' support me or 
not, I do not mind. I think it is my duty to urge the cause of our 
peasantry M'henever I can and I think my existence in this House is 
justified by doing that. Whatever I may say or do here, 1 shall say 
and do in the interests of the poor peasantry of my country. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I have to oppose 
this amendment because I think it is altogetlier unnecessary. My 
“"friend says that (iovernment should have power to acquire land and 
do various other things. All these things (iovernment will be in a 
position to do even if that is not put down in the body of the measure. 
This amendment is unnecessary. There are certain other things, but 
those are of a minor character. My friend’s principal concern is that 
unless the power of acquisition is given specific-ally in this measure, 
Government will not be in a })osition to acquire, That is a mistaken 
idea. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Bi-swas that for clause 17, the 
follow-ing be substituted, namely: — 

“17. (7) The Provincial (jovernment may establish one or more 

markets in suc-h place or places as it thinks fit. 

(^) The Provincial Government may accjuire by purchase or 
otherwise or take on lease any existing market or a building 
or block of buildings with or without enclosures to be used 
a> a market and a market or building so ac([uired or taken 
on lease shall be regarded for the purposes of this Act as 
a market established by the Provincial Government under 
sub-section (I), 

(3) The Provincial Government may by notification in the Official 
(jrazette declare any market established by it as a regulated 
market : 

Provided that such notification shall define the limits of the 
' regulated market and may for the purposes of this Act 
include within such limits such local area as the Provincial 
Government may think fit. 
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{4) The Provincial Government may by notification in the Oflicial 
Gazette and in such other manner as may be prescribed 
provide that no agricultural produce as may be specified 
in the notification shall be purchased and sold in any place 
within the limits of a regulated market except that market 
. and that all transactions made in respect of such agricu^^ 

tural produce shall be subject to such rules as may be 
prescribed. 

(5) The market or markets established by the Provincial Govern- 

ment under sub-sections (7) and {2) shall be managed and 
maintained by a Marketing Board to be constituted by the 
Provincial Government in such manner and subject to such 
rules as may be prescribed and with such powers conferred 
and such duties imposed upon the Marketing Board as the 
Provincial Government thinks fit. 

(6) The Provincial Government may either generally or specifi- 

cally for any market or group of markets established by it 
make rules consistent with this Act for the management, • • 
maintenance and regulation of such market or markets, as 
the case may be, under this Act. 

(7) Subject to the rules made by the Provincial Government under 

sub-section (6*), the Marketing Board may, in respect of 
the market or markets under its management, make bye-laws 
for — 

{%) the regulation of the transaction in any agricultural 
])roduce ; 

{ii) the condition of trading; 

(m) appointment and punishment of its officers and 
servants; and 

(iv) the delegation of powers, duties and functions of the 
sub-committees which may be appointed by the 
Marketing Board when empowered to do so by the 
Provincial Government under sub-section (6); 

and may provide that contravention thereof shall be 
punishable by a competent Magistrate with a fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees : 

Provided that all bye-laws made under this sub-section shall be 
subject to the condition of previous publication in the 
Official Gazette and in such other manner as may be 
prescribed and that no bye-law shall take effect until it has 
been confirmed by the Provincial Government”, 

was then put and lost. 
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The question that clause 17 stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and agreed to. 


Clause IS. 

The question that clause 18 stand part of the Bill, was then 4)Ut 
and agreed to. 


Clause ]SA. 

Mr, C. MORGAN; Sir, I beg to move Uiat in clause 18A, in line 1, 
for the comma and words suspending or cancelling” the words “or 
suspending” be substituted and for the comma and words ”, suspend or 
cancel” in line 2, the words “or suspend” be substituted. 

This is moved because the ({uestion of cancellation does not appear 
in the Bill at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMtZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 18A as amended stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clauses 19 and 20. 

Mr, C. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that in paragraph (v) of 
sub-clause (2) of clause 19 after the word and figure “section 6” the 
words, figure and brackets “or the recommendation referred to in sub- 
section (la) of that section” be inserted. 

This is consequential. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I beg to move that 
in paragraph 7 of sub-clause (2) of clause 19, after the word and figure 
“section 8”, the w^ords, figure, letters and brackets “and the percentage 
of moisture referred to in clause (i) of the proviso of sub-section (la) 
of that section” be added. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 19, as amended, and clause 20 stand part 
of the Bill, was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 21. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWASs Sir, 1 beg to moTe that in 
sub-clause {1) of clause 21, in line 1, after the word * ‘whoever”, the 
words “knowingly and wilfully” be inserted. 

I beg also to move that the following proviso be added to clause 21, 
namely : — ‘ 

“Provided further that no Magistrate, other than a Magistrate of 
the first class, shall try a case instituted under this Act”. 

I beg further to move that the following proviso be added to 
clause 21, namely: — 

“Provided that no prosecution shall be instituted for an offence 
committed under this Act except with the sanction of the District 
Magistrate in whose jurisdiction the market, with reference to which 
the offence is committed, is situated”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, your amendments Nos. 218-221 do 
not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. 

Now, with regard to amendment No. 213, if it is accepted, ^ub- 
clause (7) of clause 21 will read thus: — 

“Whoever, knowingly and wilfully, commits any offence by 
contravening any of the provisions contained in the sections or sub- 
sections mentioned in column 1” etc., etc. “ shall be punished 

with fine which may extend to the amount mentioned in ”. 

Sir, I have introduced the words “knowingly and wilfully” as 
adverbs to the verb “commits”, and this is not a new phrase that I 
have introduced. If you look at the Money-lenders Act, you will find 
that these words are there: and in this Bill, Sir, unless my amendment 
is accepted, what will be the result? The result will be that even an 
innocent absentee proprietor will be punished for no fault of his, 
because clause 21 provides that whoever commits any offence, by 
contravening any of the provisions contained in any of the sections or 
sub-sections of this Act mentioned in the first column of the following 
table, shall be punished, or whoever commits any offence by failing 
to comply with any direction lawfully given to him or any requisition 
lawfully made upon him under any of the said sections or sub-sections, 
shall be punished. 

Now, Sir, in section 4 it is stated that a breach of any of the 
conditions of the licence shalU be punishable. But what are the , 
conditions of a licence? The conditions are arrangement for the 
improvemeiit in the sanitary h condition, arrangement for suffi- 
cient space, arrangement for the adequate supply of drinking 
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trater for human beings and animals^ etc. If a proprietor 
fails to comply with any of the conditions of his licence, 
he shall be hauled up before a criminal court and punished, for under 
clause 5 any proprietor of a market may be hauled up before the court. 
I tried to amend the definition of proprietor*’ contained in clause 4, 
but failed : I wanted to limit the operations of these proTisions only 
t^those proprietors who will be directly in charge of their marktrts 
in relation to which an ofPence will be committed, — and not to all 
proprietors, among whom, as was said yesterday, there may be absentee 
proprietors whose numbers are legion. 


Now, Sir, under clause 4 (t>), any proprietor, whether he is in 
direct control or not, may be hauled up before a court to answer a 
charge and be punished. This, 1 submit, will give a long rope in the 
hands of the inspecting officers or some other prescribed authority to 
haul up any and every man before a court. If this power is retained 
by Government and delegated to the inspecting or other prosecuting 
officers, there is every likelihood of abuses of such power in many 
/jases, and it may lead to corruption and bribery as well as unneces- 
sary harassment to the absentee proprietors. Sir, my amendment is 
a simple one: I want that the w'ords “know’ingly and wilfully” be 
inserted between the words “w’hoever” and “commits”. If my 
amendment is accepted, then the clause will be to the following effect, 
namely, whoever, knowingly and wilfully, commits any offence, etc., 
80 that the absentee proprietor who may not be aware of the default 
made by his agent or officer in charge of his market or of any other 
lapses on the latter’s part may not be hauled up before a court. It 
is not my intention, Sir, that proprietors wdio are wdlfully or knowingly 
guilty should not be punished. 1 put it to the House whether any 
member would like that a proprietor who may not be even aware of 
the lapses on the part of his officer in charge of the market should be 
hauled up before a criminal court and jmnislicd for no fault of his. 
If no member likes that — and I know no member including the Hon’ble 
Minister himself likes that — I hope the House including the Hon’ble 
Minister himself will accept my amendment No. 213. 

Then, Sir, by my amendment No. 214, I want that no Magistrate 
other than a Magistrate wdth first class powers shall try a case 
instituted under this Act 

Mr. SPEAKER: So that there may not be any appeal! 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir, I admit that. 

However, I want that none but a Magistrate with first class powers 
bould try a case under this Act. 
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By my amendment No. 215, Sir, I want that no prosecution shall 
be inktituted for an offence committed under this Act except with the 
sanction of the District Magistrate under whose jurisdiction the market 
is situated. This is a very modest demand, Sir. Let there be 
prosecutions, if lapses are made; if anybody is found guilty, let him 
be prosecuted : but my point is that a prosecution should not be 
instituted unless a District Magistrate gives his sanction to it so fSat 
there niaj^ not be any abuse of power, so that the local authorities in 
charge may not unnecessarily harass the innocent proprietors. These 
two provisions that I have suggested are some safeguards against the 
vagaries of, and abuse of power by, the officers of Government to be 
appointed under the provisions of this Bill to supervise and control 
the markets. 

Sir, my amendments are very reasonable and my demands are very 
modest, and I hope honourable members of this House will accept 
them. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I oppose amend- 
ment No. 218 first of all. My friend’s amendment, although he ih 
enamoured of it, is altogether unacceptable. It runs “whoever know- 
ingly and wilfully commits an offence”. What does that mean? Does 
it mean that an offence may be committed in two ways — wilfully and 
knowingly and not-wilfully and not-knowingly ? That is the implica- 
tion. Therefore, the words, if placed there, will make the sense absurd. 
If an offence is to be committed, one must do the act constituting the 
offence wilfully or knowingly; otherwise it is not an offence. That ia 
an inherent element of criminality. Therefore the amendment is 
unnecessary. At least the words cannot be placed there. If he had 
placed these w^ords “wilfully and knowingly” before the word “contra- 
vening”, that would have made some sense. But as he wants to insert 
these words after the word “whoever” it makes 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. I 
have listened 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: You have not yet 
listened. I am still on my legs. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; Sir, before the Hon’ble 
Minister pi'oceeds may I request you and not the Hon’ble Minister to 
put my amendment in the order in which the Hon’ble Minister would, 
accept it? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Let him reply. 
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The Hotl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Only the persons who 

oommit an offence will be punished and no other person will be punished. 
Whether a person commits an offence by oontraveningp any provision 
of this Act, in considering that, the Magistrate will have to take into 
consideration the fact as to whether the man had any knowledge about 
the thing or intended committing an oft'ence. If that element is not 
fffere, he will be let off. That w^ill be considered in judging whetj^er 
the man has at all committed an offence or not. Once the Judge comes 
to the conclusion that an offence has been committed, then the only 
thing remaining for him will be to pjiss judgment and award the 
sentence. The way in which this clause has l>een sought to be amended 
is not acceptable to Government. (Mr. Surendha Nath Biswas : Why 
don’t you amend my amendment yourself:') Because I consider the 
amendment to be unnecessary. Had I considered that to be necessary, 
I would certainly have agreed to insert the words not where they are 
proposed to be inserted, but somewhere else. But I consider that it is 
altogether unnecessary to insert the words as proposed by my friend. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: j I 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Please insert the words as you 
ggest before the word “contravening”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As regards the other 
suggestion of my friend, I mean amendment No. 214, that is acceptable 
to Government in a modified form. The amendment as tabled is mis- 
pLaced. The amendment should come somewhere else and T think it 
should come after sub-clause (1) of clause 21 and if placed there in a 
modified form I am i)repared to accept it. I therefore suggest that 
after sub-clause (/) of clause 21 the following sub-clause be inserted, 
namely ; — 

'‘{la) No offence referred to in sub-section (7) shall be tried by 
any Magistrate other than a Magistmte of the first class or a Presi- 
dency Magistrate.” 

I think this will satisfy him. 

I also oppose amendment No. 215. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: As you are not prepared to 
accept my amendments Nos. 213 and 215, I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw ray amendment No. 214. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the following proviso 
be added to clause 21, namely: — 

“Provided that no Magistrate other than a Magistmte of the first 
* class shall try a case instituted under this Act,” 
was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 
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Mr* SAiANKA SEKHAII MNYALl Sit, Wore you put the 

motions, may 1 make one suggestion with regard to amendment No. 213? 
I would request you to consider this matter as also my friend the 
Hon’ble Minister. The Hon^ble Minister has prosecuted many cases 
as Public Prosecutor of Faridpur end your goodself has also done so on 
many cases. Now, Sir, contravention may be wilful or it may not be 
wjlful. I agree with you so far as non-registration is concemIQ. 
Here contravention will probably be wilful, but supposing there is a 
breach of licence-— 

Mr* SPEAKERS I do realise your difficulty, but as the motion 
stands it cannot be accepted. There are one or two places in the clause 
where the word “wilful" has been used under “Subject". For example, 
you will see in the last paragraph under “Subject" the words “wilful 
omission to supply information". The word “wilful" is there. If you 
want to amend the clause, similarly you ought to have inserted the 
words “wilfully or knowingly" somewhere else, but as it is governing 
the whole clause it cannot be done. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It can, Sir, because when' 
an offence is committed by wilful contravention that would be appro- 
priate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou know law never knows redundancy. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Law also does not give a 
handle to the Magistrate which the Hon’ble Minister wishes him to 
have. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is for you to decide. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Take for example breach of 
licence. I am a market-owner, I have a licence, I have got my agents 
and servants. Are we to understand that there will be constructive 
criminality for mere dereliction of duty? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In such Otises perhaps no prosecution will be 
instituted. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who knows? As legis- 
lators and as lawyers we must look to everything. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can’t help. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (1) of 
clause 21, in line i» after the word “whoever" the words “knowingly 
and wilfully" be inserted, was then put and lost. 
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T)i« motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the following proviso 
he added to clause 21, namely: — 

*Trovided that no prosecution shall be instituted for an offence 
committed under this Act except with the sanction of the 
District Magistrate in whose jurisdiction the market with 
reference to which the offence is committe4 is situated^’, 

was then put and lost. * 

The question that clause 21 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, as settled in the Assembly, 
he piissed. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to 
oppose the third reading of the Bill in a few words. In the first place, 
we should oppose this Bill because it is a misnomer. Instead of 
becoming a real Market Regulation Bill it has merely l)eoome a Market 
Controlling Bill. We could have underst(X)d if the Government had 
introduced ways and means really for spreading a net-wmrk of markets 
throughout the province as was ptnnted out by my friend Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas. There is another provision for the creation of good 
markets or creation of any market so that the producers of agricultural 
commodities might stock their commodities there with the idea of 
getting some price for them. Sir, the exi.sting forum is not going to 
be expanded or extended. People will go to their hackneyed places. 
And w^hat will they get there ^ Merely they wdll get some additional 
impediments and proprietors of the markets will be put to additional 
embarrassments. The bestial pwsecutions will be over their heads and 
tliey will not be helped by Government in extending the markets either 
for their own benefit or for the benefit of the producers of commodities. 

I have consulted the Local Self-Government Act and the Village 
Self-Government Act. The Acts contain provisions which can 
touch the problem which has been placed by the Hon’ble Minister 
in the shape of the Markets Regulation Bill. The Union Boards 
,and the District Boards have got powers to tackle the* problems 
which have been raised in the Markets Begulation Bill. Had 
the Honible Minister thought that the powers and provisions in 
the existing Acts were scanty and that they should be enlarged 
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and expanded, he might have introduced amendments enlarging 
the scope of the authority of the District Boards, Local Boards and 
Union Boards. There was no necessity for spending thousands and 
thousands of rupees for bringing this Bill, sending it to the Select 
Committee and then bringing it forward before this House, and it was 
absolutely unnecessary to devote so much time to it. Sir, what could 
have been done“* by less costly amendments enlarging the scope ofthe 
existing Acts has been sought to be done by»a very costly measure of 
legislation brought into this House. We think that if the District 
Boards and Union Boards had been given some power, they could have 
exercised their powers, regard being had to the local conditions and 
requirements. They would not be led away by mere abstract theory 
of market and marketing facilities. They would have concrete facts 
and concrete life as the background of their own activity and they 
could have liandled the question to the greater satisfaction of the 
people concerned than the executive heads of districts who are not 
connected with the day-to-day life of these places. Sir, you know as 
an old legislator and as an ex-Minister that the local bodies are 
intereste<l in the growth of markets and the development of markets 
and also in the creation of new markets and it would be more advisable 
on the part of Government to give impetus to the local bodies s-o that 
they could have utilised their own brains and resources and they could 
have CMjme to a conclusion which would be more appropriate to the 
requirements of the situation than would he done through the machinery 
of this Law. 

There is one other matter. The Government is going to have some 
revenue out of market fees. Now, Sir, we tried to reduce the amount 
of tliis fee. But we failed. Even if we bad availed we would have 
been glad if the amount were available to these self-governing 
institutions because we know that our village Union Boards are starved 
for want of funds. The bulk of their income goes away for the 
chaukidari department and the scanty residue is hardly enough for 
meeting the day-to-day requirements, municipiil and non-municipal, of 
the Boards and it would certainly be a very welcome relief if the Union 
Boards were given the benefit of these funds, so that they could have 
utilised it for the benefit of markets and for the improvement of 
markets regard l)eing had to the sanitary conditions. 

We also oppose this Bill on the ground that it is only adding to the 
numerous penal codes that have been brought into the Statute Book 
by the present Government. The Money-lenders Act has become one 
penal code. The Sales Tax Act has become another penal code. The 
Co-operative Societies Act has become a third penal code and this 
Markets Regulation Bill is going to be another penal code. You see, 
Sir, that in the previous Acts — it is not in any lighter vein that I refer 
to these things — the ofiFences were based upon criminality. Here in 
this Markets Regulation Bill, a man may be an offender without really 
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haying any animus behind his connivance or negligence. We know the 
distinction between the civil liability and criminal liability. For the 
negligence of the principal or for the misdeed of the agent, the principal 
is liable from the civil point of view, but we have never heard of this 
new conception of a penal law that if a man fails to do something 
either on account of his own want of information or oi! account of th^ 
negligence of his agent,, he becomes an offender. There would be a 
new code of criminality, namely, constructive criminality on the part 
of the principal. This is a very serious matter. It is very easy for 
the Hon’ble Minister to say that this amendment is unnecess^iry. Sir, 
he niaj’ have confidence in hiinselt. But does he know the calibre and 
character of the persons who will administer these laws? Probably 
the desirable man will be let off and will not be prosecuted on the 
ground that it is a mere technical dereliction and contravention and 
that no prosecution need be started or even if there is a prosecution, 
the penalty will only be nominal. But there are persons undesirable 
from the point of view of the Ministry. They will be luiuled up for a 
mere technical breach and they will be hounded into law courts and 
they will be branded a> criminals by virtue of the judgment that will 
be passed upon them. 

So, Sir, I submit that we opjwse this third reading of the Bill, 
because in the first place it does not give any facility to the producer 
and in the second place it confers new powers on the executive. There- 
fore we oppose thi^ Bill lock, stock and barrel. 

(After the Hon’ble Minister has been called to rely.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 want to say a few 

words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have alretidy called the Ilon’ble Minister to 
reply. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, even if you have called 
the Hon’ble Minister, it is within your power to allow a member to 
speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would have done but for the temper shown by 
Mr. Biswas. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Even if a member loses 
temper, is it justifiable for the Speaker to do so? 

I 

Mr, SPEAKER: I shall give him a good cold drink. Nobody has 
spoken on this Bill more than Mr. Biswas and there has been a 
declaration of attitude by the party of Mr. Biswas as a whole. I think 
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it is wrong — if he is Allowed to speak thereafter it will be consti- 
tutionally improper — when an attitude has been declared on behalf of a 
[>arty as a whole for any other member to speak. If he wanted to 
(peak, he ought to have spoken before Mr. Sanyal spoke on behalf of 
;he party. I consider it is wrong after a party declaration has been 
pade if individual members are allowed to speak. w* 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Anyway, Sir, his temper., is 
food. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, I would like to 
ay only a few words in reply to my friend Mr. Sanyal who had already 
leclared that his party is not satisfied with the measure. To-day he 
las said the same thing over again. He says that the object that the 
Government want to achieve by this measure could have been better 
ichieved by amending certain other laws, by amending only four 
ither Acts, viz., the Calcutta Municipal Act, the Local Self-Govern- 
nent Act, the Bengal Municipal Act and the Village Self-Government 
id. That is the practical suggestion that my friend has given to the 
lovernment. I leave it to the House to consider the practicability, 
he feasibility and the sense, if any, that underlies the suggestion of 
ay honourable friend. Regarding those who are opposed to this Bill, 
would say that they do not want that the abuses prevailing in the 
aarkets of Bengal should be put a check to. They do not want 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Question! 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: They do not want that 
he producers, the cultivators and the agriculturists who are deprived 
f the proper prices of their products on account of the malpractices 
revailing in the country should be protected. They want that these 
buses should continue as they have been continuing in the past. I 
-’ould like to say, Sir, that the Royal Commission on Agriculture 
ecommended that markets should be regulated and proper legislation 
bould be enacted to achieve that end. Thereafter, in 19d9, there w'as 
Ministers’ Conference, and all the Agriculture Ministers in India 
iicluding the then Congress Ministers attended that Conference, 
nd there a unanimous resolution was passed for regulating markets by 
?gislation in all the provinces. 1 should like to say for the edification 
f my honourable friends that in most other provinces Markets Regula- 
ion Acts have already been passed. As soon as this Government is 
oing to do that which had already been done in the Congress provinces 
nd is now under operation, ray friends in the Opposition at once rise 
p against the proposal. I think, however, that those honourable 
lembers who have studied this Bill are convinced of its importance 
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and of its necessity, and will, I hope, support the measure. In con- 
clusion I offer my thanks to those honourable members who have lent 
their support to this Bill. (When the Hon’ble Minister was conclud- 
ing his speech, the microphone failed to work, and the Hon’ble Minister 
was not quite audible) 

« 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Was it the failure of the 
nficrophone, Sir, that stopped the speech of the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: His time was up and I wanted him to stop, and 
the microphone came to my help in stopping his voice. (Laughter.) 

The motion that the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, as 
settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I take up the subject of petrol-rationing, 

I would adjourn the House for five minutes to clear it of all outsiders. 

The House was accordingly adjourned for five minutes. 

• [A secret session of the Assembly was then held to hold a debate 
on the question of petrol-rationing.] 

The Bengal 8econdary Education Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Secondary Education Bill, 1940, as reported on by the 
Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Personally, Sir, I would like to to say a few words indicating the 
general policy underlying the Bill and the principal changes that have 
been made by the Select Committee. It would not be possible for me 
to go into the details at the present moment, and I do not w^ish to leave* 
the subject unfinished to be taken up on a future date. 1 pray, Sir, 
that you will be pleased to allows me to make my speech in support 
of the Bill the next day the House meets. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the only point that I have now to settle 
is as to on w^hat date the Assembly should meet. I think we need not 
meet to-morrow and on Friday, and in that case I should like to know 
what date would be suitable to the House. From my point of view and 
from the point of view of my department it is necessary to have some 
time to examine the amendments and then to get them printed and 
* circulated to the members so that we can be ready before the date 
fixed fof this business. This recess will also allow Government to 
draft amendments, if necessary, as well as allow all the parties «to put 
in their amendments if they so desire. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: By which date you 
expect the amendments, Sir? 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: fWe suggest that the next sitting be 
fixed for the 25th. As far as the amendments are concerned, if they 
cqme as a result of an agreement the question of time will not, I hoi^e, 
arise. And let us hope that there will be an a^jreement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. So far as we are concerned, we 
would not stand in the way of the House proceeding with its normal 
work, but if it is the intention of the Government to proceed with the 
present measure on the 25th, I honestly feel that there will be some 
practical difficulties in taking up that measure on that date. If the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge might give us an indication as to when he 
proposes to take up the further stage of this Bill, the Government may 
proceed with other measures on the 25th. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Now that the motion has been moved, it might 
be proceeded with when all the amendments would be ready. Subject 
to that decision of mine which is inevitable under the Constitution 
unless the Government withdraws the Bill itself, I feel that after 
considering all the points and knowing all the facts and circumstances 
of the matter that if we meet a day or two later it would give our 
department time to get ready with the amendments, and I would, 
therefore, suggest to different sections of the House whether 27th would 
not be suitable to everybody. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is exactly what we are 
suggesting. 

, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: 1 entirely agree with you. Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have suggested a little more time because we 
want to come prepared in such a manner that we may proceed with the 
Bill unhampered and decide the issues more expeditiously. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN; May 1 suggest. Sir, that on this 
important Bill, in the event of no compromise, there may be certain 
motions for recommittal and it would save a lot of time if we meet on 
the 25th and take up those motions for recommittal which alone would 
take at least a day or two? Thereafter. we may proceed with the 
consideration of the Bill. 

Mft SPEAKER: I do Mill hope that there will be a settlement, 
and let us hopfe for the best till the last day. And in that hope there 
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is no harm if we meet a day or two later, which, as I have already said, 
will, at the same time, help us in expeditiously disposing of the 
matter. But I still hope there will be an agreement. 

^Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I agree, and may I just add one 
word? I think it would be to the interest of all parties and woifld 
serve the purpose of arriving at a viewpoint wliich will be acceptable 
to all parties if you do not fix the date before the 27th. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the assurance given that they will 
try to give me full liberty to expedite certain matters, I will not 
certainly stand in the way of any discussion, and even in that case 
I believe 1 will be able to shorten the debate, if not by some days, at 
least by a day. My difficulty is that our department has not gone into 
the amendments which are of a very complicated nature, and I feel 
that I should have a little more time to deal with them. I do hope that 
in that view all .the parties will agree to the date being fixed for the 27th 
.August. There are certain personal difficulties of mine also in meet- 
ing earlier than the 27th. I am glad that there is an agreement on 
this point. I will now adjourn the House. 


Adjoummant. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 7-20 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. 
on Wednesday, the 27th August, 1941, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 


B. G. Proas ig41-42--C983A— 695. 
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